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STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

 

2nd Session of the 50th Legislature (2006) 

 

SENATE BILL 1093 By: Adelson 

 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

 

An Act relating to public health and safety; creating 

the Oklahoma Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Act; 

providing definitions; stating legislative findings; 

authorizing the State Department of Health to procure 

certain drugs; requiring the State Department of 

Health to request funding; providing for 

codification; providing an effective date; and 

declaring an emergency. 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 1-1416 of Title 63, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

This act shall be known and may be cited as the “Oklahoma 

Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Act.” 

SECTION 2.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 1-1417 of Title 63, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

As used in this act, the following definitions shall apply: 

1.  “Department” means the Oklahoma Department of Health; 

2.  “Certified Canadian supplier” means a supplier of 

prescription drugs located in Canada and certified by the Department 

as meeting the standards necessary for the importation of 

prescription drugs into this state; 

3.  “Drug” means only antiviral drugs approved for the treatment 

of influenza A and B viruses, adamantine derivatives and 

neuraminidase inhibitors; 

4.  “Permitted country” means Switzerland or a member country of 

the European Union as constituted as of January 1, 2003; and 
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5.  “Certified permitted country supplier” means a supplier of 

prescription drugs located in Switzerland or in a member country of 

the European Union as constituted as of January 1, 2003. 

SECTION 3.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 1-1418 of Title 63, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

The State of Oklahoma hereby finds that: 

1.  The United States Centers for Disease Control (CDC) predicts 

that there is a likelihood of pandemic influenza occurring in the 

next few years.  In preparation for the pandemic influenza, the CDC 

has adopted a Pandemic Influenza Management Plan, which requires 

individual states to purchase a limited supply of vaccines and 

influenza drugs from the federal government; 

2.  Since hurricane Katrina, the ability of the federal 

government to provide an effective level of preparedness in case of 

emergency has been questioned; 

3.  Currently, the federal government has only enough 

oseltamivir (Tamiflu) treatment courses for approximately one 

percent (1%) to two percent (2%) of the population.  According to 

the Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of America, the national 

stockpile should be expanded to treat at least twenty-five percent 

(25%) and ideally forty percent (40%) of the population; 

4.  Oklahoma’s share of antiviral medications provided by the 

federal government under its Pandemic Influenza Management Plan 

would be insufficient to meet the needs of Oklahomans requiring 

treatment and/or prophylaxis if a severe pandemic influenza occurred 

in the near future; 

5.  The State of Oklahoma has the highest obligation to its 

citizens to ensure their safety and security and cannot rely upon a 

vaccine and influenza distribution plan that arbitrarily limits the 

supply of medications based upon population when other countries do 

not face similar shortages; 
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6.  In the wake of the federal government’s failure to 

accumulate adequate stockpiles of antiviral drugs, the State of 

Oklahoma has a duty to procure for its citizens additional supplies 

of antiviral drugs, which may be available in the global market; and 

7.  The Department shall amend its Oklahoma Pandemic Influenza 

Management Plan to assume greater responsibility for adequate 

stockpiles of antiviral drugs and shall not rely solely upon the 

federal government to provide such supplies. 

SECTION 4.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 1-1419 of Title 63, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  The Department is authorized to procure antiviral drugs from 

a certified Canadian supplier or a permitted country supplier and to 

import those drugs into Oklahoma. 

B.  The Department shall request appropriate funding from the 

Legislature. 

SECTION 5.  This act shall become effective July 1, 2006. 

SECTION 6.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
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