STATE OF OKLAHOMA
1st Session of the 50th Legislature (2005)

HOUSE BILL 1839 By: Jett

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to schools; amending 70 0.S. 2001,
Section 6-188, which relates to restructuring of
curriculum examination system; clarifying statutory
language; and providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 70 0.S. 2001, Section 6-188, 1is
amended to read as follows:

Section 6-188. The curriculum examination which was required by

Section 6-156 of this title shall be restructured inteo—acompeteney

sxaminatien by the Oklahoma Commission for Teacher Preparation with
the assistance of the State Board of Education, the Oklahoma State
Regents for Higher Education and the State Board of Career and

Technology Education into a competency examination in accordance

with the provisions of Section 6-184 of this title concurrently with
the development of the new teacher preparation system. The
competency-based teacher examination shall replace the current
teacher curriculum examination which was established in Sections 6-
150 through 6-158 and 6-162 through 6-170 of this title. The new
teacher competency examination shall be ready for implementation and
administered by the Commission beginning July 1, 1997. The
competency examination shall serve as a threshold for entry into the
profession.

By September 1, 1995, the Oklahoma Commission for Teacher
Preparation shall develop and release a request for proposals for

the state teacher competency examination which assesses candidates
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for licensure and certification for demonstrated competency in
subject matter, professional education, and state core knowledge and
skills assessment, which includes critical thinking, communication
and computation. The Oklahoma Commission for Teacher Preparation
shall accept bids in an open, competitive bidding process until
January 1, 1996. The Commission shall review all bids and proposals
and make recommendations to the Governor and Legislature by March 1,
1996. 1In evaluating the bids and proposals the Commission shall
take into consideration the cost of developing, administering and
scoring the competency examination, the cost to each individual
tested and to the state, and shall factor in the cost of
periodically updating the state competency examination. The
curriculum examination as was required by Section 6-156 of this
title and in effect July 1, 1994, shall continue to be offered by
the State Board of Education until July 1, 1997. Beginning July 1,
1997, the Oklahoma Commission for Teacher Preparation shall have
authority to continue to offer that examination as needed and to
determine whether a student should take that test in lieu of the
competency examination.

Successful completion of the curriculum examination as was
required by Section 6-156 of this title shall be sufficient to
satisfy the competency examination requirement for any person
seeking certification in administration who successfully completed
the examination prior to May 1, 1999, and who completes a masters
degree in school administration or education administration from an
accredited institution of higher education prior to December 31,
1999.

SECTION 2. This act shall become effective November 1, 2005.
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