
ENROLLED SENATE 

CONCURRENT 

RESOLUTION NO. 8 By:  Cain of the Senate 

 

   and 

 

 Blackburn, Adkins, Armes, Askins, 

Auffet, Balkman, Banz, Benge, Billy, 

Bingman, Blackwell, Braddock, 

Brannon, Brown, Calvey, Carey, 

Cargill, Case, Coody, Cooksey, 

Covey, Cox, Dank, Denney, DePue, 

Deutschendorf, DeWitt, Dorman, 

Duncan, Eddins, Ellis, Gilbert, 

Glenn, Hamilton, Harrison, Hastings, 

Hickman, Hiett, Hilliard, Hyman, 

Ingmire, Jackson, Jett, Johnson, 

Jones, Kern, Kiesel, Lamons, 

Liebmann, Lindley, Liotta, Martin, 

Mass, McCarter, McDaniel, McMullen, 

McPeak, Miller (Doug), Miller (Ken), 

Miller (Ray), Morgan (Danny), Morgan 

(Fred), Morrissette, Nance, Nations, 

Newport, Perry, Peters, Peterson 

(Pam), Peterson (Ron), Piatt, Plunk, 

Pruett, Reynolds, Richardson, Roan, 

Roggow, Rousselot, Shelton, Sherrer, 

Shoemake, Shumate, Smaligo, 

Smithson, Staggs, Steele, Sullivan, 

Sweeden, Terrill, Thompson, Tibbs, 

Toure, Trebilcock, Turner, Walker, 

Wesselhoft, Wilt, Winchester, 

Worthen, Wright and Young of the 

House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Concurrent Resolution proclaiming 2005 “The Year of 

Languages” in Oklahoma; urging citizens to support 

language education programs; and directing 

distribution. 

 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, our community and communities across America are 

welcoming many new neighbors, friends and citizens from countries 

and cultures throughout the world — people for whom English is not 

their native language; and 

 

WHEREAS, Americans have increasing social, cultural and economic 

ties to the global community, offering great opportunities yet 

presenting new challenges as we seek to communicate with and 
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understand our international partners from different language and 

cultural backgrounds; and 

 

WHEREAS, studying other languages has been shown to contribute 

to increased cognitive skills, better academic performance, and a 

greater understanding of others, while also providing lifelong 

learning opportunities for people beyond school age; and 

 

WHEREAS, proficiency in other languages enhances Americans’ 

career opportunities and provides employers with a workforce with 

the necessary skills for an international marketplace; and 

 

WHEREAS, foreign language educators are working cooperatively to 

promote the benefits of language learning to students, parents, 

business, industry, health and social services leaders, and policy 

makers throughout the nation; and 

 

WHEREAS, language education in the 21st century includes a 

commitment to long sequences of study of world languages, beginning 

in the early grades, to enable students to develop the proficiency 

needed to effectively communicate with people from other cultures, 

whether at home or abroad; and 

 

WHEREAS, language educators are urging the public to recognize 

the value of delivering better education to our students, of 

expanding the cultural and literary horizons of adult learners, and 

of strengthening America’s position and security around the world. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE 1ST SESSION 

OF THE 50TH OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

CONCURRING THEREIN: 

 

THAT the Oklahoma State Legislature proclaims 2005 “The Year of 

Languages” in Oklahoma. 

 

THAT the Oklahoma State Legislature urges all citizens to become 

familiar with the services and benefits offered by language 

education programs and to support and participate in these programs 

to gain proficiency not only in English, but in other languages as 

well. 

 

THAT a copy of this resolution be distributed to the State 

Department of Education; the International Trade and Investment 

Office of the Oklahoma Department of Commerce; Desa Dawson, the 

coordinator of “The Year of Languages” in Oklahoma and this region; 

and Steering Committee member Nancy Barnum. 
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Adopted by the Senate the 24th day of February, 2005. 

 

 

 

  

Presiding Officer of the Senate 

 

 

Adopted by the House of Representatives the 19th day of April, 

2005. 

 

 

 

  

Presiding Officer  of the House 

 of Representatives 

 


