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Fourth Legislative Day 

 

 

Thursday, February 5, 2004 
 

 

 

The House was called to order by Speaker Pro Tempore Hilliard. 

 

The roll was called with 94 Members present. 

 

The following Members were excused: Easley, Hastings, Maddux, Smith, Stanley, 

Toure, Worthen.—7. 

 

The Speaker Pro Tempore declared a quorum present. 

 

Prayer was offered by Pastor James White, Destiny Christian Church, Norman. 

 

The Journal for the last legislative day was approved. 

 

 

REMARKS 
 

Upon unanimous consent request of Speaker Adair, the remarks of Pastor White were 

ordered printed in full as follows: 

 

Let us pray.  Father, we bless you for this day.  Every day that you allow us to be 

together, to do the things that you have set in order for us to do, is a day not to be missed.  

So we are grateful for the opportunities that are ours.  Thank you for the ladies and 

gentlemen of this House. I bless them to you as I have each day.  I ask you for special favor 

to rest upon them.  Favor is synonymous with the Grace of God, and so today I ask you for 

great grace and for the favor of God that puts us in places and positions that you know we 

are capable of fulfilling to the best of our ability that is God-given.  So, thank you for every 

good thing that will come as a result of this Legislature, of their efforts and of the 

opportunities that you have given them.  I lift them up to you, I bless them with the greatest 

blessing that you, Father, can bestow upon them and I thank you for them in the Name of 

the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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Please be seated.  This morning I just want to take a couple of moments and I’m so 

grateful for the kind opportunity that you give to me and others like me to serve in this 

position.  I’d like to just take a couple of minutes to remind you of one of the exploits of 

God through some of His people as recorded in the Old Testament.  The Old Testament is 

full of what we, in church circles, refer to as miracles or exploits, divine acts or actions of 

God.  The life of one of the great leaders of Israel, Old Testament, Joshua, who succeeded 

Moses as their leader, God performed what became a notable miracle, in that he made a 

provision for the Children of Israel to pass from where they were to the Land that He called, 

God called, their Land of Rest, we call it their Land of Promise. 

And, upon making that provision for them after they had crossed into the land, God 

spoke to Joshua and said to him, “Have some people to set a couple of memorials or 

monuments.”  We should know about those because we are kind of big into monuments and 

memorials.  But God said set up a couple of monuments or memorials, so that when your 

children, future generations, look back at this moment of your passing over a flooded river 

on dry ground, and they say, “How did this come to be?”  You can speak to them and say, 

“These memorials are a reminder that by this way God led us across what seemed to be 

insurmountable circumstances.  So, it became a notable miracle of God. 

I want you just to notice that in doing or performing this great miracle, God chose to 

use men and women.  And, he said to Joshua, “Take some of the leaders of the people and 

put them out in the forefront so that as they go the people can follow them.”  And as the 

people followed their leaders they marched, or walked, to success.  Success, across or over 

or through obstacles that confronted them that seemed like they could not make it.  

Sometimes, your situations that are before you seem to be greater than the ability or the 

wherewithal that is available to deal with them but I know that your experience in the past 

has brought you to a place, in this House, to where you know that sometimes you do and 

accomplish things that at the time seem to be something that could not be accomplished.  

And, when you stop to realize it you understand that, maybe, there has been something 

divine, or something supernatural or power or wisdom or a grace or favor, maybe of God 

that is rested upon you. 

I want to tell you this morning in this Chamber that’s the way God will act on your 

behalf because He enjoys lavishing favor upon those who are put in specific places to do 

good to people.  He will use leaders like you.  He has in the past, He will today and He will 

in the future do outstanding things on behalf of His people. 

I want to bless to you today everyone in this House who has been kind to me and thank 

you for your favor that you have extended to me.  You have made me feel so welcomed and 

such a part of your proceedings here and I have enjoyed, this my third time, to get to be 

present with you in this capacity.  I want to say to my friend, Speaker Adair, and to the 

House how much I appreciate him, his lovely wife, Jan and their family, who have 

continued to be mine and Naomi’s friends since the time we left Stilwell.  He has blessed 

me by being my friend and by giving me this opportunity, Mr. Speaker.  Thank you, so 

much.  I cherish our friendship. 

I also would like to say thank you to Speaker Pro Tempore Danny Hilliard.  He has 

said so many kind and encouraging things to me and I cherish his friendship and believe in 

his leadership.  Thank you, to Reppresentative Rice, who has been so kind to me.  Thank 

you, Sir.  It’s a pleasure to know you and I look forward to your contributions to this 

House.  Representative. Purcy Walker has impressed me on a number of occasions.  There 

he is, Thank you, Sir, for the kind things you have said to me and for befriending me, not 

just this year but past years here.  And the rest of you who exemplified great leadership.  



 Fourth Legislative Day, Thursday, February 05, 2004 231 

You do not wait for someone to present themselves to you but rather you take the initiative.  

You learn to do that, I know, by virtue of your assignments. 

So, to all of you, regardless of your political persuasion, you know when God looks at 

us, He does not look at us according to which side of the aisle we sit on.  He looks at us as 

one people and to all of you, I want to say to you, I recognize and so do the people of 

Oklahoma your great contributions, your wonderful leadership skills, your willingness to 

sacrifice for the good of the people of this great State. 

God bless you.  May His favor always rest on you and may you, in everything you do 

recognize that He is really leading and guiding you and as you turn to Him and look to Him 

He will help you to do exploits that people coming after you for generations will want to 

stop and say, “Let’s mark this spot because these men and these women did something for 

the State of Oklahoma that is forever worthwhile for the perpetuity of generations and you 

will be remembered as ladies and gentlemen who did more than your best because you, 

literally, sought to fulfill the calling of God upon your lives.  Thank you for being in the 

positions you are in.  May God richly bless you now and forever, in the name of the Father, 

the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

The following were reported by the committees named, ordered printed and placed on 

the Calendar unless otherwise indicated: 

 

DO PASS: 

 

HB 2326  Transportation, Authored by Senator Milacek (principal Senate author) 

HB 2327  Transportation, Authored by Senator Milacek (principal Senate author) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Representative Rice moved that when the clerk's desk is clear, the House stand 

adjourned to reconvene at 1:30 p.m., Monday, February 9, 2004, which was the order. 

 

Pursuant to the motion of Representative Rice, the House was adjourned at 10:25 a.m., 

to reconvene Monday, February 9, 2004, at 1:30 p.m 


