
921 

 

 

 

 

 

HOUSE JOURNAL 
 

 

First Regular Session of the Forty-ninth Legislature 

 

of the State of Oklahoma 

 

Twenty-ninth Legislative Day, Thursday, March 20, 2003 
 

 

The House was called to order by Representative Nations. 

 

The roll was called with 99 Members present. 

 

The following Members were excused: Stanley, Worthen—2. 

 

Representative Nations declared a quorum present. 

 

 

Representative Askins Presiding 
 

 

Prayer was offered by Pastor Winston Curtis, Highland Park Baptist Church, Duncan. 

 

The Journal for the last legislative day was approved 

 

 

Speaker Pro Tempore Hilliard Presiding 
 

 

REMARKS 
 

Upon unanimous consent request of Representative Askins, the remarks of Pastor 

Curtis were ordered printed in full as follows: 

 

Well, it’s been a fast week.  I’ve enjoyed being here with you all.  You know, I haven’t 

been resting well lately.  As a matter of fact I had a really bad dream last night.  It was a 

nightmare.  I’d always wanted to get a Harley Davidson and I got one and I was just 

blistering the highway with that thing.  I stopped and got Representative Askins on the back 

of that thing with me.  We were going down the road and we hit a railroad crossing. The 

light was out and we ran right into the side of the train.  And, of course, we were at the 
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Pearly Gates.  We asked Peter how you get in this thing and he said - see this chalk right 

here and that ladder over there?  All you have to do is write your sins down on the wall as 

you go up the ladder and when you get through writing your sins down you can just go on 

up into Heaven. 

Representative Askins told him we might need a box of chalk.  And he said, no you 

don’t need a box of chalk, nobody ever needs a box of chalk around here.  He said one 

piece of chalk is enough. 

So while we were going up and she was in front of me and we were listing our sins, she 

said, “Are you through yet Winston?”  I said, “Well, almost.”  She said, “Well I’m done.”  

And then she just screamed out.  I said, “What in the world is the matter?”  And she said, 

“Somebody just stepped on my hands.”  We looked up and it was Representative Abe 

Deutschendorf coming down for a box of chalk. 

I got acquainted with him here – he’s a sweet brother in the Lord - so I am taking a 

little liberty with you, brother.  But we’re all in this thing together, Amen. 

I’ve got a few remarks I would like to make to you.  First, I would like to say thank 

you, especially to those of you that make up the constituency for my area in Duncan.  

Thank you for your hospitality and really the hospitality of the whole House, for these few 

days. 

It’s been especially nice.  I’ve gotten reacquainted with an old friend of mine, 

Representative Gus Blackwell, who’s a freshman Representative from the Panhandle.  And 

Gus was my youth minister when I was in First Baptist Church of Texhoma.  And its been 

great just getting to be with him and Joanna, and to be with all of you. 

These are strange days that we live in.  I want to share a passage of scripture with you 

this morning that a squad of Israeli soldiers had embraced and claimed for themselves in 

1973.  Of the six who went into the heat of battle, having claimed this scripture, which is 

the Psalm of a warrior, not one of those men was even wounded as the 1973 war was 

brought to its conclusion.  So I would like to share it with you this morning.  

We are in war and that will be part of what I am speaking on this morning.  Forging the 

character of free men is really what I would like to talk to you about. 

The scripture says in Psalm 91: 

“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of 

the Almighty. 

I will say of the Lord, he is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in Him will I trust. 

Surely He shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome and 

pestilence. 

He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His wings shalt thou trust; His truth 

shall be thy shield and buckler. 

Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor the arrow that flieth by day; 

Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor the destruction that wasteth at 

noonday. 

A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not 

come nigh unto thee. 

Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked. 

Because for thou hast made even the Lord God which is my refuge, even the most 

High, thy habitation; 
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For He shall give His angels charge over thee to keep thee in all of thy ways; 

They shall bear thee up with their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

Thou shall tread upon the lion and adder; the young lion and the dragon shalt thou  

trample under feet. 

Because He have set His love upon me, therefore will I deliver Him and I will set Him 

on high because He hadth known my name; 

And He shall call upon me and I will answer Him: I will be with Him in trouble; I will 

deliver Him and honor Him; 

And with long life, I will satisfy Him and I will show Him my salvation.” 

Well, ladies and gentlemen, the expression of war is a hellish reality.  It’s very tragic. 

Remember with me this morning two or three things.  Remember John Miller, the captain 

in “Saving Private Ryan”, as he died on that bridge.  We have seen the movie “Braveheart”, 

and the patriotism of William Wallace.  One of my favorite scenes in that movie was when 

they asked him in the midst of debate, as he was about to leave the room, “Where are you 

going?”  And he said  “I am going to go and invade England.”  What he was doing was 

having his character forged in ways that had never been expected or dreamed before. 

From the town I’m from, a young man by the name of Mike Doolin gave his life in 

Vietnam.  Mike and I played football together at Amarillo High School.  He went on to play 

football at Baylor University.  He was Second Lieutenant in the marine corp.  And the word 

that we got in Amarillo was, that it was an onslaught.  They were just overwhelmed by the 

enemy.  And Mike taking up the ammunition and words of encouragement went from 

marine-to-marine-to-marine making sure that they were prepared and ready for the final 

assault.  And after that had been done, they rose up out of their fox holes, and they went 

forth to engage the enemy, and Mike died. 

As we come to a place like this, I just ask you about your own character.   Is your 

character being reshaped and reforged?  This thing called war really is an awful thing.  But 

it has an honorable purpose even though it has a hellish reality to it.  This Saddam Hussein 

guy reminds me what an old Baptist preacher that I knew from the Hills of North Carolina, 

his name was Vance Habbner, said:  “You know, some of you guys getting saved is like 

cutting a dog’s tail off one inch at a time.  It’s slow work and it’s real hard on the dog. 

Well, that’s kind of the way we’ve addressed this Saddam Hussein, is it not?  But I 

think it’s time, like I mentioned to you the other day, to deal with that in a definitive way.  I 

was pleased last night in the news that I heard that they had tried to make a surgical strike 

against the leadership in Iraq.  I still don’t know how successful they were.  But I remember 

with you the movie “Patton” when General George Patton walked into the battlefield and 

there lay a wounded American soldier.  In a moment of true character and tenderness, he 

simply reached over and kissed the young man on the top of his head and held him. 

We are all free born Americans.  But I am not the same man today that I was 20 years 

ago.  We’ve been through a lot of different things in America.  These things have brought 

us to where we are today.   

The best friend I ever had when I was growing up was a little black friend, his name 

was Pooky.  Pooky and I played together there in Amarillo.  I grew up with black people.  

And my father always taught me that everyone had dignity and that they were to be treated 

with respect.  But when the civil rights movement was moving and it was going all over this 

country, I didn’t take the hard stand that was required to help them get where they needed 

to be. 

 

 



924 House Journal 

Martin Luther King, Jr., is dead today and one of the things he said before he died was 

that men might be able to be judged by the depth of their character, not the color of their 

skin.  So we’re different.  But as we examine these things - the battles and the wars that we 

have to deal with -  I just wonder what God thinks.  I just wonder what He would have to 

say to us?  And I think in so many ways He’s already said it. 

And so finally, in the final analysis of things, war does ultimately have a heavenly 

purpose.  Almighty God is in absolute control of His universe. 

Romans 8:28 says: “We know God causes all things to work together for good to those 

who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  For whom He did 

foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might 

be the firstborn among many brethren.  And whom He predestinate them, He also called 

and whom He called them He also justified and whom He justified these He also glorified.”   

What shall we then say to these things?  If God is for us?  If God is for you, then who 

can be against us? 

One of the contemporaries of Abraham Lincoln eulogized his death with this statement.   

“Oh, captain, my captain, our fearful trip is done, 

The ship has weathered every rack, the prize we sought is won.   

The port is near, the bells I hear, the people all exulting, 

While follow eyes the steady keel, the vessel grim and daring; 

But oh, heart, heart, heart – oh, the bleeding drops of red, 

Where on the deck my captain lies, 

Fallen cold and dead. 

Oh, captain, my captain, rise up and hear the bells; 

Rise up for you, the flag is flung – for you, the bulge trills, 

For you the shores acrowding, 

For you they call the swaying mass, their eager faces turning, 

Here captain, dear father,  

This arm beneath your head,  

It is some dream that on the deck,  

You have fallen, cold and dead.   

My captain does not answer, his lips are pale and still,  

My father does not feel my arm, he has not pulse or will.   

The ship is anchored safe and sound, its voyage closed and done; 

From fearful trip the victor ship comes in with object won.  

Exult those shores and ring the bells  

But I with mournful tread; 

Walk the deck for where my captain lies; 

Fallen cold and dead.”   

There are things worth dying for and in dying for those things, it brings life to us – 

life immeasurable.  And with that thought, I want to take you to the Lord in prayer together.  

You know, there’s going to be people that are going to pay the ultimate sacrifice in these 

conflicts around us.  And we need to stand firm by their side.  I encourage you to do that.  

Stand, if you would, please. 

Our Father, we come to you today to say that our hearts are filled with concern and 

expectation as our Nation approaches this time of conflict.  But Father, we are reminded of 

the ultimate conflict that took place 2000 years ago there on calvary’s cross where our sin 

and our sin debt and the wickedness of man’s heart was at amenity with You.  And even 

though our Lord and Savior was stricken and though He was in a grave for three days, cold 
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and dead, yet He’s alive now, and may He be the captain of our hearts.  May He be the 

captain of our souls.  

Father, bless these men and women here today, bless them with insight into hanging on 

and cleaving to that which is good.  May they shun that which is evil.      

Father, for the need - the concerns of their hearts, different aspects of each of their 

lives.  I pray Father, that you would move and touch them.  We especially want to 

remember Tookie Hayes to you today and ask that you be with her in a very special kind of 

way.  

And finally, Father, I speak peace in blessing again on this noble assembly.  And I pray 

that now, in Jesus name, Amen. 

 

 

ENGROSSED AND ENROLLED MEASURES 
 

HAs to SBs 531, 588 and 661 were reported correctly engrossed, properly signed, in 

open session, and the measures, as amended, were ordered returned to the Honorable 

Senate. 

 

 

GENERAL ORDER 
 

 SB 476 by Smith of the Senate and Askins et al of the House was read and considered. 

 

Coauthored by Representative(s) Davis, Lerblance, Brannon, Sweeden, McClain 

 

Coauthored by Senator(s) Corn, Laster 

 

Representative Askins moved that SB 476 be advanced from General Order, which 

motion was declared adopted. 

 

By unanimous consent, upon request of Representative Askins, SB 476 was considered 

engrossed and placed on Third Reading and Final Passage. 

 

 

THIRD READING 
 

 SB 476 was read at length for the third time.  On passage of the measure and 

emergency, the roll call was as follows: 

 

Aye: Adkins, Armes, Askins, Balkman, Benge, Blackburn, Blackwell, Bonny, Boren, 

Braddock, Brannon, Calvey, Carey, Cargill, Case, Claunch, Coleman, Covey, Dank, Davis, 

Deutschendorf, DeWitt, Dorman, Easley, Eddins, Ellis, Ericson, Erwin, Ferguson, Gilbert, 

Graves, Greenwood, Hamilton, Harrison, Hastings, Hefner, Hiett, Hilliard, Hutchison, 

Ingmire, Jones, Kirby, Lamons, Langmacher, Leist, Lerblance, Lindley, Liotta, Maddux, 

McCarter, McClain, McIntyre, Miller (Doug), Miller (Ray), Mitchell, Morgan (Danny), 

Morgan (Fred), Nance, Nations, Newport, O'Neal, Paulk, Perry, Peters, Peterson, Phillips, 

Piatt, Plunk, Pope, Reynolds, Rice, Roan, Roberts, Roggow, Smaligo, Smith (Dale), Smith 

(Hopper), Smithson, Staggs, Steele, Sullivan, Sweeden, Taylor, Tibbs, Trebilcock, Turner, 
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Tyler, Vaughn, Walker, Wells, Wilson, Wilt, Winchester, Wright, Young, Mr. Speaker.--

96. 

 

Excused: Cox, Pettigrew, Stanley, Toure, Worthen.--5. 

 

The measure and emergency passed. 

 

SB 476 was referred for engrossment. 

 

 

MOTION 
 

Upon unanimous consent request of Representative Covey, House Rule 5, Section 2(f) 

was relaxed for Tuesday, March 25, 2003, for ‘Ag Day.’ 

 

 

MOTION 
 

Upon unanimous consent request of Representative Hutchison, House Rule 5, Section 

2(f) was relaxed for Monday, March 24, 2003, for ‘Blue Grass Day.’ 

 

 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 

 

Announcing the passage of HB 1748 - Coauthored by Senators Capps, Dunlap. 

 

The above-numbered measure was referred for enrollment. 

 

Returning engrossed measures, as amended 
 

Announcing the passage of and returning engrossed measures as amended: HBs 1158, 

1159, 1161, 1162, 1163, 1164, 1165, 1166, 1167, 1168, 1169, 1170, 1171, 1172, 1173, 

1174, 1175, 1176, 1177, 1178, 1179, 1180, 1181, 1182, 1183, 1184, 1185, 1186, 1187, 

1188, 1189, 1190, 1191, 1192, 1193, 1194, 1195, 1196, 1197, 1198, 1199, 1200, 1201, 

1202, 1203, 1204, 1205, 1206, 1207, 1208, 1209, 1210, 1211, 1212, 1213, 1214, 1215, 

1216, 1217, 1218, 1219, 1220, 1221, 1222, 1223, 1224, 1225, 1226, 1227, 1228, 1229, 

1230, 1231, 1232, 1233, 1234, 1235, 1236, 1237, 1238, 1239, 1249, 1250, 1251, 1252, 

1253, 1254, 1255, 1256 and 1257. 

 

Senate amendments were read on the above numbered measures. 
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Transmitting engrossed measure 
 

Announcing the passage of the following engrossed measure. 

 

The measure was introduced and read. 

 

SCR 14  By Price of the Senate and Covey of the House. 

A Concurrent Resolution declaring March 25, 2003, “Agriculture Day” in the State of 

Oklahoma; recognizing the importance of Oklahoma agriculture; and directing distribution. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

The following were reported by the committees named, ordered printed and placed on 

the Calendar unless otherwise indicated: 

 

DO PASS: 

 

SB 12  Common Education 

SB 280  Transportation 

SB 289  Common Education 

SB 296  Transportation 

SB 444  Environment and Natural Resources 

SB 454  Transportation 

SB 464  Transportation 

SB 489  Transportation 

SB 495  Common Education 

 

DO PASS, As Amended: 

 

CS for SB 238  Transportation 

CS for SB 546  Environment and Natural Resources 

CS for SB 628  Career and Technology Education 

 

 

 

 

Representative Rice moved that when the clerk's desk is clear, the House stand 

adjourned to reconvene at 1:30 p.m., Monday, March 24, 2003, which was the order. 

 

Pursuant to the motion of Representative Rice, the House was adjourned at 9:45 a.m., 

to reconvene Monday, March 24, 2003, at 1:30 p.m. 


