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STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

 

1st Session of the 49th Legislature (2003) 

 

HOUSE 

RESOLUTION  HR1019 By: Piatt 

 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

 

A Resolution requesting the Governor, the 

Commissioner of Public Safety, and all appropriate 

Oklahoma law enforcement officials to cooperate with 

Texas officials for certain purpose; and directing 

distribution. 

 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Texas Legislature is being prevented from 

completing its work during this biennial session due to the absence 

of fifty-three members of the Texas House of Representatives who 

have formally notified the Texas House of Representatives by letter 

of their intention not to attend sessions of that body for as long 

as it takes to accomplish their objectives; and 

WHEREAS, these absent members have been reported to be hiding in 

Ardmore, Oklahoma, for the purpose of avoiding all efforts of the 

Texas House of Representatives and the Texas Department of Public 

Safety, acting on the behest of the Texas House of Representatives, 

to legally compel the absent members to return to their duties as 

elected officials of the State of Texas; and 

WHEREAS, officials of the Texas Department of Public Safety have 

been reported to have talked with some of the truant members of the 

Texas House of Representatives in Ardmore, but the Texas state 

representatives refused to comply with demands that they return to 

Austin; and 

WHEREAS, there may arise interstate legal concerns over Texas 

efforts to force the return of these truant Texas state 

representatives. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

OF THE 1ST SESSION OF THE 49TH OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE: 

THAT Governor Henry, Commissioner of Public Safety Bob Ricks, 

the Oklahoma Highway Patrol, and appropriate Oklahoma law 

enforcement officials are hereby requested to cooperate to the 

fullest extent of the law in assisting Texas officials in ending 

this state crisis by forcing any truant members of the Texas House 

of Representatives to obey lawful orders issued in the State of 

Texas compelling their return to the Texas House of Representatives. 

THAT copies of this resolution be distributed to Governor Henry, 

Public Safety Commissioner Bob Ricks, Texas Governor Rick Perry, 

Speaker of the Texas House of Representatives Tom Craddick, and the 

Director of the Texas Department of Public Safety. 
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