STATE OF OKLAHOMA
2nd Session of the 49th Legislature (2004)

HOUSE BILL HB2500: Hastings

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to motor wvehicles; amending 47 O.S.
2001, Section 6-105, as amended by Section 4, Chapter
392, 0.S.L. 2003 (47 O0.S. Supp. 2003, Section 6-105),
which relates to issuance, expiration, and renewal of
driver licenses; requiring certain persons to possess
an instruction permit for certain period of time;
requiring certain persons to complete a prelicense
crash prevention course; providing for a prelicense
crash prevention course; stating responsibilities;
providing qualifications for instructors; providing
for a curriculum; providing for an enrollment fee;
providing procedures for application; requiring
notification of completion; allowing the admittance
of certain personnel without charge; providing for
codification; and providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 47 0.S. 2001, Section 6-105, as
amended by Section 4, Chapter 392, 0.S.L. 2003 (47 0.S. Supp. 2003,
Section 6-105), is amended to read as follows:

Section 6-105. A. Unless a custodial parent or guardian has
filed an objection to licensure pursuant to Section 6-103.1 of this
title, any person under sixteen (16) years of age may be permitted
to operate a motor vehicle as provided in this section. Any
secondary school student who is in compliance with Section 6-107.3
of this title and:

1. 1Is at least fifteen (15) years of age may drive during a
session in which the driver is being instructed in a driver
education course, as set out in divisions (1) and (2) of

subparagraph a of paragraph 2 of this subsection, by a certified
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driver education instructor who is seated in the right front seat of
the motor vehicle;
2. Is at least fifteen and one-half (15 1/2) years of age and:

a. is currently receiving instruction in or has
successfully completed:

(1) a prescribed secondary school driver education
course, as provided for in Sections 19-113
through 19-121 of Title 70 of the Oklahoma
Statutes,

(2) a driver education course, certified by the
Department of Public Safety, from a parochial,
private, or other nonpublic secondary school, or
a commercial driver training course, as defined
by Sections 801 through 808 of this title,

may, upon successfully passing all parts of the driver

license examination administered by the Department

except the driving examination, be issued an
instruction permit which will grant the permittee the
privilege to operate a Class D motor vehicle upon the
public highways while accompanied by a licensed driver
who is at least twenty-one (21) years of age and who
is actually occupying a seat beside the permittee,

b. is being instructed in a parent-taught driver
education course, certified by the Department of
Public Safety, in which the student is being
instructed by a parent or legal guardian may, upon
successfully passing all parts of the driver license
examination except the driving examination, be issued
an instruction permit which will grant the permittee
the privilege to operate a Class D motor vehicle upon
the public highways while accompanied by a parent or

guardian who is actually occupying a seat beside the
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permittee. The student must obtain the permit before
the student may operate a Class D vehicle. The
Department shall promulgate rules for any parent-
taught driver education course, or

c. is not being instructed in a driver education course
as set out in subparagraph a or b of this paragraph,

but has successfully completed a prelicense crash

prevention course, as provided for in Section 2 of

this act, and whose parent or legal guardian has

certified to the Department by sworn affidavit that
the person will receive a minimum of thirty-six (36)
hours of actual behind-the-wheel training from a
licensed driver who is at least twenty-one (21) years
of age and who has been properly licensed to operate a
Class D motor vehicle for a minimum of two (2) years,
may, upon successfully passing all parts of the driver
license examination administered by the Department
except the driving examination, be issued an
instruction permit which will grant the permittee the
privilege to operate a Class D motor vehicle upon the
public highways while accompanied by a licensed driver
who is at least twenty-one (21) years of age and who
is actually occupying a seat beside the permittee.

Any person issued an instruction permit pursuant to the provisions

of subparagraphs a through c of this paragraph shall possess the

instruction permit for a minimum of six (6) months;

3. Is at least sixteen (16) years of age and, has completed a
certified driver education course as set out in subparagraphs a and

b of paragraph 2 of this subsection, and has possessed an

instruction permit for a minimum of six (6) months, may be issued a

Class D license by successfully completing all parts of the driver

license examination;
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4. 1Is at least sixteen (16) years of age and, has not completed

a driver education course, but has successfully completed a

prelicense crash prevention course, as provided for in Section 2 of

this act, and has possessed an instruction permit for a minimum of

six (6) months, may be issued a restricted Class D license upon

successfully passing all parts of the driver license examinations
administered by the Department. A restricted Class D license shall
grant to the licensee the privilege to operate a Class D motor
vehicle upon the public highways only during daylight hours except
for driving to and from work, school, school activities, and church
activities, or if a parent or guardian is a passenger in the front
seat of the vehicle, the person may drive at any time, and may not
operate a motor vehicle with more than one passenger unless all
passengers live in the same household or unless the parent or
guardian is a passenger in the front seat of the vehicle; or

5. Is at least sixteen and one-half (16 1/2) years of age and,
who has not been convicted of, pled guilty to, or pled no contest to

any moving vehicle violations, but has successfully completed a

prelicense crash prevention course, as provided for in Section 2 of

this act, and has possessed an instruction permit for a minimum of

six (6) months, may be issued a Class D license.

Any person under eighteen (18) years of age who has been issued

an instruction permit and has not previously been licensed to drive

in Oklahoma or in another jurisdiction, must apply for, be issued,

and possess an instruction permit for a minimum of six (6) months

before applying for a restricted or unrestricted Class D driver

license.

B. Restricted Class D licenses shall be issued for the same
period as all other driver licenses. The licenses may be suspended
or canceled at the discretion of the Department for violation of

restrictions, for failing to give the required or correct
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information on the application or for violation of any traffic laws
of this state pertaining to the operation of a motor vehicle.

C. The Department of Public Safety shall promulgate rules
establishing proceedings for removal of the restriction from the
license upon the license holder qualifying for an unrestricted
license. The restriction shall have no force or effect upon or
after the seventeenth birthday of the restricted licensee.

D. Any person, who is not subject to the provisions of Section
6-107.3 of this title, who is enrolled in a commercial driver
education course, as defined by Sections 801 through 808 of this
title, may be issued, upon successfully passing all parts of the
driver license examination administered by the Department except the
driving examination, an instruction permit which will grant the
permittee the privilege to operate a Class D motor vehicle upon the
public highways while accompanied by a licensed driver who is at
least twenty-one (21) years of age and who is actually occupying a
seat beside the permittee. The student must obtain the permit
before the student may operate a Class D vehicle. The permittee may
be issued a Class D license upon successfully passing the driving
examination.

E. Any person fourteen (14) years of age or older may apply for
a restricted Class D license with a motorcycle restriction. After
the person has successfully passed all parts of the motorcycle
examination other than the driving examination and has met all
requirements provided for in the rules of the Department, the
Department shall issue to the person a restricted Class D license
with a motorcycle restriction which shall grant to the person, while
having the license in the person's immediate possession, the
privilege to operate a motor-driven cycle:

1. With a piston displacement not to exceed two hundred fifty
(250) cubic centimeters;

2. Between the hours of 4:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. only;
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3. While wearing approved protective headgear; and

4. While accompanied by and receiving instruction from any
person who is at least twenty-one (21) years of age and who is
properly licensed pursuant to the laws of this state to operate a
motorcycle, and who has visual contact with the restricted licensee.

The restricted licensee may apply on or after thirty (30) days
from date of issuance of the restricted Class D license with a
motorcycle restriction to have the restriction of being accompanied
by a licensed driver removed by successfully completing the driving
portion of an examination.

F. The Department may in its discretion issue a special permit
to any person who has attained the age of fourteen (14) years,
authorizing such person to operate farm vehicles between the farm
and the market to haul commodities grown on such farm; provided,
that such special permit shall be temporary and shall expire not
more than thirty (30) days after the issuance thereof. Special
permits shall be issued only to farm residents and shall be issued
only during the time of the harvest of the principal crops grown on
such farm. Provided, however, the Department shall not issue a
special permit pursuant to this subsection until the Department is
fully satisfied after the examination of the application and other
evidence furnished in support thereof, that the person is physically
and mentally developed to such a degree that the operation of a
motor vehicle by the person would not be inimical to public safety.

G. The Department may issue an instructor's permit to any
qualified secondary school driver education instructor as defined by
the Oklahoma State Board of Education Rules and Regulations for
Oklahoma High School Driver and Traffic Safety Education or any
driver education instructor, certified by the Department of Public
Safety, of a parochial, private, or other nonpublic secondary school
upon a proper application to the State Board of Education or the

Department of Public Safety in the case of secondary schools that
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are not regulated by the State Board of Education or a commercial
driver training course instructor as provided for in Sections 801
through 808 of this title. The Department shall promulgate rules
for the issuance of such permits. Any instructor as defined in this
subsection who has been issued a permit may instruct any person who
is at least fifteen and one-half (15 1/2) years of age or who is at
least fifteen (15) years of age and of secondary school or higher
educational standing while regularly enrolled and certified by the
instructor as a student taking a prescribed course of secondary
school driver education or a driver education course, certified by
the Department of Public Safety, from a parochial, private, or other
nonpublic secondary school or a commercial driver training course as
defined by Sections 801 through 808 of this title to operate a motor
vehicle while accompanied by and receiving instruction from the
instructor who is actually occupying a seat beside the driver.

H. 1. 1In addition to the licenses to operate motor vehicles,
the Department may issue cards to Oklahoma residents for purposes of
identification only. The identification cards shall be issued,
renewed, canceled and denied in the same manner as driver licenses
in this state. The application for an identification card by any
person under the age of sixteen (16) shall be signed and verified by
the parent or legal guardian before a person authorized to
administer oaths. Such cards shall be valid for a period of four
(4) years from the month of issuance; however, the identification
cards 1issued to persons sixty-five (65) years of age or older shall
be valid indefinitely from the month of issuance.

2. The fee charged for the issuance or renewal of an
identification card which is not in computerized image format
pursuant to this section shall be Seven Dollars ($7.00); however, no
person sixty-five (65) years of age or older shall be charged a fee

for an identification card. The fees derived pursuant to this
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paragraph shall be apportioned as provided in Section 1104 of this
title.

3. The fee charged for the issuance or renewal of an
identification card which is in computerized image format pursuant
to this section shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00); however, no person
sixty-five (65) years of age or older shall be charged a fee for an
identification card. Of each fee charged pursuant to the provisions
of this paragraph:

a. Seven Dollars ($7.00) shall be apportioned as provided
in Section 1104 of this title, and

b. Three Dollars ($3.00) shall be credited to the
Department of Public Safety Computer Imaging System
Revolving Fund to be used solely for the purpose of
the administration and maintenance of the computerized
imaging system of the Department.

4. The Oklahoma Tax Commission is hereby authorized to
reimburse, from funds available to that agency, each motor license
agent issuing an identification card to a person sixty-five (65)
years of age or older, an amount not to exceed One Dollar ($1.00)
for each card or driver license so issued. The Tax Commission shall
develop procedures for claims for reimbursement.

SECTION 2. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified
in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 6-206.2 of Title 47, unless
there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:

A. Prelicense crash prevention course is a course which offers
an educational classroom setting to introduce driving concepts and
encourage positive attitude and choices as well as responsible
behavior when operating a motor vehicle.

B. It shall be the responsibility of the institution or
organization to provide:

1. Adequate facilities which meet or exceed state and local

fire, health, and safety codes;
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2. Adequate equipment, in good working order, and state-
approved instructional materials;

3. Qualified instructors who shall:

a. possess an undergraduate degree and have nine (9)
college or university credit hours in traffic safety
education, or have completed the required instructor
training by the Professional Driving School
Association of Oklahoma and be employed by a state-
certified driving school, or be a peace officer
certified by the Council on Law Enforcement Education
and Training (CLEET) who is employed by a
municipality,

b. have no alcohol- or drug-related convictions or
revocations in the past five (5) years,

C. have no more than five (5) points accumulated on the
driving record in the past three (3) years in
accordance with the Oklahoma Mandatory Point System,

d. have a valid Oklahoma driver license, and

e. complete a course of training through the approved
organization or institution;

4. The prelicense crash prevention course, designed for novice
drivers, 1s a course which offers an educational classroom setting
to introduce driving concepts and encourage positive attitudes and
choices as well as responsible behavior when operating a motor
vehicle. The curriculum, which is suitable for novice drivers shall
provide for, but not be limited to, the following:

a. behavioral attitudes, personality traits, making good

choices and how they affect driving performance,

b. driver qualification and limitations in the State of
Oklahoma,

C. rules of the road,

d. roadway signs, signals, and pavement markings, and
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e. current crash prevention techniques, including but not
limited to:
(1) following distance,
(2) speed control,

(3) yielding the right of way,

(4) safe turning,

(5) attention,

(6) occupant restraints, and
(7) zero tolerance; and

5. At least six (6) hours of classroom instruction.

C. At the end of the course, students will be required to take
a test over the contents of the course. Upon successful completion
of the course and final test, students will receive a certificate of
completion.

D. The enrollment fee for the prelicense crash prevention
course shall be Fifty Dollars ($50.00) per person.

E. A sponsoring agency must utilize the curriculum and handbook
approved by the Oklahoma Department of Public Safety for the
prelicense crash prevention course. The curriculum provides for a
minimum of six (6) hours of classroom instruction. There will be a
state-approved handbook in order to ensure a standardized
curriculum.

F. Organizations or institutions desirous of making application
shall submit the following to the Department of Public Safety:

1. Evidence of organizational or institutional status which
meet statutory regquirements;

2. Copy of proposed course curriculum which includes lesson
objectives, presentation materials, instructional strategy and
resources utilized; and

3. Certification that instructors meet statutory requirements.

G. The organization or institution shall within fifteen (15)

days of completion of the course certify to the Department of Public
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Safety all persons who successfully completed the prelicense crash
prevention course on a form approved or furnished by the Department.
The form shall include the full name of the person, address, date of

birth, and social security number.
H. Department personnel shall be admitted to any course without
charge, upon request and display of proper credentials.

SECTION 3. This act shall become effective November 1, 2004.
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