STATE OF OKLAHOMA
1st Session of the 49th Legislature (2003)

HOUSE BILL HB1656 By: Liotta

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to children; amending 10 0.S. 2001,
Section 404, which relates to the Oklahoma Child Care
Facilities Licensing Act; requiring certain study and
examination for necessity of additional rules; and
declaring an emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 10 0.S. 2001, Section 404, is
amended to read as follows:

Section 404. A. 1. The Department of Human Services shall
appoint advisory committees of representatives of child care
facilities and others to prepare minimum requirements and desirable
standards for promulgation by the Commission for Human Services.

2. A majority of any committee appointed to prepare
requirements and standards for child care facilities shall be
representatives of child care facilities.

3. These standards shall include, but not be limited to,
requirements for:

I—0A

a. a constructive program and services to meet the needs

of each child and familys,

b. staff of good moral character and ability for child
cares,

I—Adeguate
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C. adequate and safe housing, sanitation, and equipments,
4—=FCoeed

d. good health cares,
5—Fait

e. full educational and religious opportunitiess,
6+—FGeoed

f. good community relationshipss,
F—Essentiat

g. essential records and administrative methods;—and,
8—Suffieient

h. sufficient funds for sound operation,

i. sufficient staffing requirements, and

J. adequate first aid and training for employees of the

child care facilities.

B. The Commission shall promulgate rules establishing minimum

requirements and desirable standards as may be deemed necessary or
advisable to carry out the provisions of the Oklahoma Child Care
Facilities Licensing Act.

C. Such rules shall not be promulgated until after consultation
with the State Department of Health, the Department of Education,
the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation, the State Fire Marshal,
and any other agency deemed necessary by the Commission. Not less
than sixty (60) days' notice, by regular mail, shall be given to all
current licensees before any changes are made in such rules.

D. In order to improve the standards of child care, the
Department shall also advise and cooperate with the governing bodies
and staffs of child care facilities and assist the staffs thereof
through advice of progressive methods and procedures and suggestions
for the improvement of services.

E. The Department may participate in federal programs for day

care services, and enter into agreements or plans on behalf of the
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state for such purpose, in accordance with federal laws and
regulations.

F. Foster family homes, group homes, and day care homes that
have been selected and are supervised by a licensed child care
facility, and that meet the standards established for licensing
pursuant to the provisions of the Oklahoma Child Care Facilities
Licensing Act, may be maintained and operated on the basis of
permits issued by such child care facility.

SECTION 2. It being immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby
declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and

be in full force from and after its passage and approval.
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