
An Act relating to utilities; amending 17 O.S. 2001, Section 137, which relates to 

regulation of telephone companies; updating statutory language; making certain 

declaration; stating purpose; making certain telephone cooperative exempt from 

Corporation Commission regulation; providing process for polling cooperative members 

on deregulation proposition; limiting the number of times a cooperative can vote on 

regulation; specifying petition process on question of regulation; providing for 

apportionment of rates and charges; requiring certain cooperative to file rates and 

charges; prohibiting the establishment of certain rates and charges; establishing 

Commission jurisdiction for certain purposes; amending 18 O.S. 2001, Section 438.31, 

which relates to telephone cooperative rates; providing an exception to Commission 

authority over rates; amending 63 O.S. 2001, Sections 142.3, 142.6, 142.8, 142.9a, as 

amended by Section 2, Chapter 412, O.S.L. 2002 and 142.10 (63 O.S. Supp. 2002, 

Section 142.9a), which relate to the Oklahoma Underground Facilities Damages 

Prevention Act; deleting the county filing option; updating statutory references; 

authorizing the Corporation Commission to hear and determine liability for certain 

circumstances; requiring a notification center to provide twenty-four hour service; 

amending 69 O.S. 2001, Sections 1401, 1402 and 1403, which relate to right-of-ways and 

easements on public roads and highways; requiring certain facilities and equipment to 

conform to the National Electrical Safety Code; expanding forfeiture penalty; authorizing 

the Corporation Commission to hear and determine liability for failure to follow certain 

rules; modifying authority of the Commission; authorizing the Corporation Commission 

to hear and determine liability for failure to follow certain orders; repealing 63 O.S. 2001, 

Section 142.4, which relates to county filing fees; and providing an effective date. 


