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An Act relating to crimes and punishments; amending 

21 O.S. 2001, Section 648, which relates to 

definition of peace officer, police dog and police 

horse; including certain tribal officers in certain 

definitions; and declaring an emergency. 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     AMENDATORY     21 O.S. 2001, Section 648, is 

amended to read as follows: 

Section 648.  A.  "Police officer", "police" or "peace officer" 

means any duly appointed person who is charged with the 

responsibility of maintaining public order, safety, and health by 

the enforcement of all laws, ordinances or orders of this state or 

any of its political subdivisions and who is authorized to bear arms 

in execution of his responsibilities, including reserve force 

deputies and, reserve municipal police officers, and tribal law 

enforcement officers who are commissioned pursuant to a cross-

deputization agreement authorized by Section 1221 of Title 74 of the 

Oklahoma Statutes. 

B.  "Police dog" means any dog used by a law enforcement agency 

of this state or, a political subdivision of this state or a tribal 

law enforcement officer who is commissioned pursuant to a cross-

deputization agreement authorized by Section 1221 of Title 74 of the 

Oklahoma Statutes, which is especially trained for law enforcement 

work and is subject to the control of a dog handler. 
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C.  "Police horse" means any horse which is used by a law 

enforcement agency of this state or, a political subdivision of this 

state or a tribal law enforcement officer who is commissioned 

pursuant to a cross-deputization agreement authorized by Section 

1221 of Title 74 of the Oklahoma Statutes for law enforcement work. 

D.  "Dog handler" means any police officer or peace officer who 

has successfully completed training in the handling of a police dog 

as established by the policy or standard of the law enforcement 

agency employing said officer. 

SECTION 2.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
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