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STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

 

1st Session of the 49th Legislature (2003) 

 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE 

FOR ENGROSSED 

SENATE BILL 383 By: Easley of the Senate 

 

    and 

 

  Rice of the House 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE 

 

An Act relating to electric restructuring; creating 

the Electric Restructuring Regional Compact 

Commission Act; providing short title; stating 

intent; stating membership; providing for 

appointments; providing for travel reimbursement; 

requiring certain meetings; providing for staffing; 

providing for reports; stating termination date; 

amending 17 O.S. 2001, Section 190.3, which relates 

to the Electric Restructuring Act of 1997; modifying 

definition; providing for codification; and declaring 

an emergency. 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 190.21 of Title 17, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

Sections 1 and 2 of this act may be known and shall be cited as 

the “Electric Restructuring Regional Compact Commission Act”. 

SECTION 2.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 190.22 of Title 17, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  It is the intent of this legislation to authorize an 

Oklahoma commission to create a compact with the other states in our 

electric transmission region for the purpose of developing a 

cohesive regional electric transmission grid. 
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B.  There is hereby created the Electric Restructuring Regional 

Compact Commission to be composed of nine (9) members to be 

appointed as follows: 

1.  The Governor shall appoint three members, one person 

representing a municipal electric system, one person representing an 

investor-owned utility, and one person representing an electric 

cooperative; 

2.  The President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall appoint three 

members, one person who shall be a member of the Senate, one person 

shall represent an association promoting renewable energy, and one 

person shall represent industrial electric consumers; and 

3.  The Speaker of the House of Representatives shall appoint 

three members, one person who shall be a member of the House of 

Representatives, one person shall represent residential electric 

consumers, and one person shall represent independent electric power 

generation facilities. 

C.  Members of the Commission shall be reimbursed by their 

respective agencies for necessary travel expenses incurred in the 

performance of their duties in accordance with Section 456 of Title 

74 of the Oklahoma Statutes, the State Travel Reimbursement Act, or 

in accordance with the policies of the members’ respective agencies. 

D.  The first meeting of the Electric Restructuring Regional 

Compact Commission shall be held at the call of the Governor.  The 

Commission shall, by majority vote of a quorum of the members, elect 

a chair and co-chair who shall determine a schedule for future 

meetings. 

E.  Staffing for the Commission shall be provided by the staff 

of the Senate and the House of Representatives.  The Corporation 

Commission, the Oklahoma Tax Commission, the Office of the Attorney 

General, or any state entity is authorized to provide assistance as 

necessary at the request of the Chair of the Commission.  Private 
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entities may offer any assistance as needed to facilitate the work 

of the Commission in accordance with state law. 

F.  The Electric Restructuring Regional Compact Commission shall 

make any reports it deems necessary to the Governor and the 

Legislature and its duties shall terminate no later than January 31, 

2005. 

SECTION 3.     AMENDATORY     17 O.S. 2001, Section 190.3, is 

amended to read as follows: 

Section 190.3  As used in the Electric Restructuring Act of 

1997: 

1.  "Commission" means the Corporation Commission; 

2.  "Consumer" means a person or entity purchasing or seeking to 

purchase electric energy for other than resale; 

3.  "Direct access consumer" means a consumer who chooses to 

procure retail electric energy supply and related services directly 

from the competitive market rather than through a retail electric 

service distributor; 

4.  "Electric consuming facility" means everything that utilizes 

electric energy from a central station source; 

5.  "Electric distribution system" means the physical system of 

wires, poles, and other equipment designed to deliver electricity to 

the ultimate consumer for consumption, excluding generation and 

transmission facilities; 

6.  "Independent system operator" means an independent entity, 

not owned or controlled by an entity which owns generation, 

transmission, or distribution facilities, which coordinates the 

physical security and stability of the Oklahoma bulk power system; 

7.  "Public benefit programs" means all social, economic and 

environmental programs currently funded through rates charged to 

consumers receiving electric service in the State of Oklahoma; 

8.  "Retail electric energy supplier" means any entity which 

sells retail electric energy to consumers; 
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9.  "Retail electric service distributor" means any firm, 

corporation, company, individual or their trustees, lessees or 

receivers, or cooperative corporation or agency, engaged in the 

furnishing of retail electric services in this state, exclusive of 

municipal corporations, or beneficial trusts thereof and the Grand 

River Dam Authority.  Any municipal corporation or beneficial trust 

thereof or the Grand River Dam Authority may, through its own 

nonrevocable election, voluntarily opt to become subject to the 

provisions of this act to participate in electric restructuring and 

retail consumer choice by adopting a resolution stating that all 

service provided via facilities owned by such entities will be 

rendered on an open access nondiscriminatory basis in a manner 

consistent with the provisions of such service by retail electric 

service distributors subject to this act; and 

10.  "Transmission line" or "transmission system" means the 

poles, wires and other equipment, including any fiber optic cable 

which is a part of such poles, wires and other equipment, designed 

and constructed to transport bulk electricity between generators and 

electric distribution systems.  The addition of optical fiber as 

part of the state static wire attached to electricity towers and 

appurtenant structures together with all associated equipment for 

the transmission of communications and information services by 

optical fiber shall be considered a part of the transmission system 

and shall not constitute an additional burden on the land or require 

an additional easement or license; provided, however, no additional 

poles or other structures are installed on the property; and 

provided further, no additional poles, structures, wires, cables, or 

other facilities may be placed except as provided by the existing 

easement; and provided further, no damage shall be permitted either 

within or outside of the existing easement during the installation, 

repair, replacement, or maintenance of the optical fiber line.  

Communication services or information services provided over such 
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facilities shall be solely for the internal use of the company or 

cooperative.  Such services shall not be offered to any other entity 

on a wholesale, retail or any other basis. 

SECTION 4.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
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