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An Act relating to public utilities and the Grand 

River Dam Authority; amending 17 O.S. 2001, Section 

152, which relates to public utilities; amending 82 

O.S. 2001, Section 861, which relates to the Grand 

River Dam Authority; updating and clarifying 

language; and declaring an emergency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     AMENDATORY     17 O.S. 2001, Section 152, is 

amended to read as follows: 

Section 152.  A.  The Oklahoma Corporation Commission shall have 

general supervision over all public utilities, with power to fix and 

establish rates and to prescribe and promulgate rules, and 

requirements and regulations, affecting their services, operation, 

and the management and conduct of their business; shall inquire into 

the management of the business thereof, and the method in which same 

is conducted. 

B.  1.  When any public utility subject to general supervision 

pursuant to this section or to Section 158.27 of this title shall 

file with the Commission a request for review of its rates and 

charges, such request shall be given immediate attention. 

2.  In the exercise of this responsibility, the Commission shall 

complete any examination of such request for a review of its rates 

and charges within one hundred twenty (120) days from the date such 

application for review of its rates and charges is filed. 
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3.  Public hearings on such matter must commence within forty-

five (45) days of the end of such examination to be conducted by the 

Commission and in no event shall the conclusion of such examination 

of the rates and charges and the hearing conducted by the Commission 

exceed one hundred eighty (180) days from the date the request was 

filed. 

4.  If such request for review of the applicant's rates and 

charges has not been completed and an order issued within one 

hundred eighty (180) days from the date of filing of such 

application, some or all of the request for changes in the rates, 

charges, and regulations rules made in such application shall be 

immediately placed into effect and collected through new tariffs on 

an interim basis at the discretion of the applicant. 

5.  Should the Commission determine upon the completion of its 

examination and public hearings that a refund regarding the amount 

of interim relief is appropriate and necessary, the Commission shall 

order such refund including reasonable interest at the one-year U.S. 

Treasury bill rate accruing on that portion of the rate increase to 

be refunded for a period not to exceed ninety (90) days from the 

effective date of the rate increase which is being refunded. 

C.  The Commission shall have full visitorial and inquisitorial 

power to examine such public utilities, and keep informed as to 

their general conditions, their capitalization, rates, plants, 

equipments, apparatus, and other property owned, leased, controlled 

or operated, the value of same, the management, conduct, operation, 

practices and services; not only with respect to the adequacy, 

security and accommodation afforded by their service, but also with 

respect to their compliance with the provisions of this act title, 

and with the Constitution and laws of this state, and with the 

orders of the Commission. 

SECTION 2.     AMENDATORY     82 O.S. 2001, Section 861, is 

amended to read as follows: 
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Section 861.  A.  There is hereby created within the State of 

Oklahoma a conservation and reclamation district to be known as 

"Grand River Dam Authority", hereinafter called the district, and 

consisting.  The conservation and reclamation district shall consist 

of that part of the State of Oklahoma which is included within the 

boundaries of the Counties of Adair, Cherokee, Craig, Delaware, 

Mayes, Muskogee, Ottawa, Osage, Pawnee, Payne, Lincoln, Logan, 

Tulsa, Wagoner, Sequoyah, Haskell, Latimer, Pittsburg, McIntosh, 

Creek, Okmulgee, Nowata, Washington and Rogers.  Such district 

B.  The Grand River Dam Authority shall be, and is hereby 

declared to be, a governmental agency of the State of Oklahoma, body 

politic and corporate, with powers of government and with the 

authority to exercise the rights, privileges and functions 

hereinafter specified, including the control, storing, preservation 

and distribution of the waters of the Grand River and its 

tributaries, for irrigation, power and other useful purposes and 

reclamation and irrigation of arid, semiarid and other lands needing 

irrigation, and the conservation and development of the forests, 

minerals, land, water and other resources and the conservation and 

development of hydroelectric power and other electrical energy, from 

whatever source derived, of the State of Oklahoma. 

C.  Nothing in this act or in any other act or law contained, 

however, shall be construed as authorizing the district to levy or 

collect taxes or assessments, or to create any indebtedness payable 

out of the taxes or assessments, or in any manner to pledge the 

credit of the State of Oklahoma, or any subdivision thereof. 

D.  All that body of land and the water impounded above the 

Pensacola Dam, Pensacola Project, shall be hereafter designated and 

known as "Grand Lake O'The Cherokees". 

E.  All that body of land and the water impounded above Robert 

S. Kerr Dam, Markham Ferry Project, shall be hereafter designated 

and known as "Lake Hudson". 
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F.  All that body of land and the water impounded above Chimney 

Rock Dam, Salina Pumped-Storage Project, shall be designated and 

known as "W. R. Holway Reservoir". 

SECTION 3.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
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