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STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

 

1st Session of the 48th Legislature (2001) 

 

SENATE CONCURRENT 

RESOLUTION 35 By: Leftwich of the Senate 

 

    and 

 

  McCarter of the House 

 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

 

A Concurrent Resolution stressing the importance of 

social studies in Oklahoma schools; encouraging 

Oklahoma school districts to support social studies; 

urging the Oklahoma Educational Television Authority 

to expand their coverage of the state capitol; and 

directing distribution. 

 

 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, an informed, engaged, and responsible citizenry is 

essential to the functioning of a self-governing democracy; and 

WHEREAS, education in the social studies (government, geography, 

history, and economics) is a central purpose of education, essential 

to the well-being of American democracy; and 

WHEREAS, social studies is an integrative and interdisciplinary 

subject; and 

WHEREAS, social studies should be taught explicitly and 

systematically to all students, kindergarten through twelfth grade; 

and 

WHEREAS, effective instruction in social studies requires 

attention to the content of the discipline as well as the essential 

skills, principles, and values required for full participation in 

and reasoned commitments to our democratic system; and  

WHEREAS, effective instruction in social studies has been shown 

to conclusively decrease distrust and cynicism of government and 

increase citizens' participation. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE 1ST SESSION 

OF THE 48TH OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

CONCURRING THEREIN: 

THAT the Oklahoma State Legislature believes each school in 

Oklahoma must devote adequate attention to the social studies to 

ensure that all citizens of our state are prepared to take their 

places as informed, engaged, and active participants in the 

democratic process. 

THAT the Oklahoma State Legislature believes those responsible 

for education policy at the state and local level in Oklahoma should 

encourage each school district in the state to develop supportive 

policies and devote adequate resources to ensure that instruction in 

the social studies is treated on a level with other subjects and is 

taught explicitly and systematically to all students, kindergarten 

through twelfth grade, in keeping with the essential civic education 

mission of our public schools. 

THAT the Oklahoma State Legislature urges the Oklahoma 

Educational Television Authority (OETA) to expand coverage of the 

state capitol, broadcast their state capitol programs more 

frequently, show the Oklahoma News Report more than once a day, and 

initiate an Oklahoma version of C-Span. 

THAT a copy of this resolution be distributed to the 

Superintendent of Public Instruction and the Executive Director of 

the Oklahoma Educational Television Authority. 
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