STATE OF OKLAHOMA
1st Session of the 48th Legislature (2001)

SENATE BILL 33 By: Robinson

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to professions and occupations and to
public health and safety; amending Section 2, Chapter
289, 0.S.L. 1993, as last amended by Section 2,
Chapter 128, 0.S.L. 1998, Section 3, Chapter 289,
0.5.L. 1993, as last amended by Section 3, Chapter
128, 0.S.L. 1998, Section 6, Chapter 289, 0.S.L.
1993, as amended by Section 4, Chapter 128, 0.S.L.
1998, Section 7, Chapter 289, 0.S.L. 1993, and
Section 10, Chapter 289, 0.S.L. 1993, as amended by
Section 7, Chapter 47, 0.S.L. 1997 (59 0.S. Supp.
2000, Sections 519.2, 519.3, 519.6, 519.7 and
519.10), which relate to the Physician Assistant Act;
amending 63 0.S. 1991, Section 2-312, as last amended
by Section 6, Chapter 128, 0.S.L. 1998 (63 0.S. Supp.
2000, Section 2-312), which relates to prescriptions;
deleting, modifying, and adding definitions; allowing
physician assistants to provide delegated health care
services; providing for construction of act;
enlarging Physician Assistant Committee membership;
specifying additional qualifications for members of
Committee; deleting obsolete language; modifying
eligibility to serve as chair; increasing number
required for quorum; modifying power and authority of
State Board of Medical Licensure and Supervision;
granting power and authority to Physician Assistant
Committee; providing for appeal of Committee action
to Board; deleting requirement for inclusion of
educators when considering applicants for licensure;
updating references; stating conditions for writing
of prescriptions and orders for Schedule II drugs by
physician assistants; modifying circumstances under
which physician assistants may perform services;
requiring retention of license and identification as
physician assistant; increasing misdemeanor
penalties; modifying controlled dangerous substance
schedules physician assistants may prescribe and
administer; and providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY Section 2, Chapter 289, 0.S.L.
1993, as last amended by Section 2, Chapter 128, 0.S.L. 1998 (59
0.S. Supp. 2000, Section 519.2), is amended to read as follows:

Section 519.2 As used in the Physician Assistant Act:
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means the State Board of Medical Licensure and

"Board"

Supervision

.
4

.
4

"Committee" means the Physician Assistant Committee

"Health care services" means services which require training

3.

luding the

inc

treatment and prevention of disease,

the diagnosis,

in

and which are performed by

use and administration of drugs,

physician assistants under the supervision and at the direction of

lclans.

phys
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Physician assistants may provide any health care service which

is delegated by the supervising physician when the service is within

the physician assistant’s skill, forms a component of the

physician’s scope of practice, and is provided with supervision,

including authenticating with the signature any form that may be

authenticated by the supervising physician’s signature with prior

delegation by the physician. Nothing in this act shall be construed

to permit physician assistants to provide health care services

independent of physician supervision;

4. "Patient care setting" means a physician's office, clinic,
hospital, nursing home, extended care facility, patient's home,
ambulatory surgical center or any other setting authorized by the
supervising physician;

5. "Physician assistant" means a health care professional,
qualified by academic and clinical education and licensed by the
State Board of Medical Licensure and Supervision, to provide health
care services in any patient care setting at the direction and under
the supervision of a physician or group of physicians;

6. "Physician Assistant Drug Formulary" means a list of drugs

and other medical supplies, approved by the State Board eof Mediecat

IHeensure—and—Supervisien Physician Assistant Committee after

consultation with the State Board of Pharmacy, for which physician
assistants are permitted to prescribe and order under the direction

of their supervising physicians;
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7. "Remote patient care setting" means an outpatient clinic or
physician's office that qualifies as a Rural Health Clinic,
Federally Qualified Health Center, other nonprofit community-based

health center, or other patient care setting approved by the State

Board—efMedical Licensure—and—Supervisien Physician Assistant

Committee, and which provides service to a medically underserved
population, as defined by the appropriate government agency;

8. "Supervising physician" means an individual holding a
license as a physician from the State Board of Medical Licensure and
Supervision or the State Board of Osteopathic Examiners, who
supervises physician assistants; and

9. "Supervision" means overseeing and accepting the
responsibility for the health care services performed by a physician
assistant; and

10 “Application to Practice” means a written description that

defines the scope of practice and terms of supervision of a

physician assistant in a medical practice.

SECTION 2. AMENDATORY Section 3, Chapter 289, 0.S.L.
1993, as last amended by Section 3, Chapter 128, 0.S.L. 1998 (59
0.S. Supp. 2000, Section 519.3), is amended to read as follows:

Section 519.3 A. There is hereby created the Physician
Assistant Committee, which shall be composed of sewven—+); nine (9)

members. Twe Three members of the Committee shall be physician

assistants appointed by the State Board of Medical Licensure and
Supervision from a list of qualified individuals submitted by the

Oklahoma Academy of Physician Assistants. The Committee shall

include one Director, or designee, representing all physician

assistant higher educational programs in the state. One member

shall be a physician appointed by the Board from its membership.

One member shall be a physician who has supervised a physician

assistant and who is appointed by the Board from a list of qualified

individuals submitted by the Oklahoma State Medical Association and
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who is not a member of the Board. One member shall be a physician
appointed by the State Board of Osteopathic Examiners from its

membership. One member shall be a physician who has supervised a

physician assistant and who is appointed by the State Board of

Osteopathic Examiners from a list of qualified individuals submitted
by the Oklahoma Osteopathic Association and who is not a member of
said board. One member shall be a licensed pharmacist appointed by

the Board of Pharmacy.

B. The term of office for each member of the Committee shall be
five (5) years. Provided;—ofthose members—initially appointed—te
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C. The Committee shall meet at least quarterly. At the initialt

first meeting of each year, the Committeer—members shall elect a

chair from its membership. The chair or the chair’s designee shall

represent the Committee at all meetings of the Board. Fewr Five
members shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of conducting
official business of the Committee.

D. The State Board of Medical Licensure and Supervision is

hereby granted the power and authority to premulgate—rutes;—whiech

a&¥e issue a license to physician assistants in accordance with the

provisions of Section 519.1 et seqg. of this title, governing—the

roerir vt o LA T 0 AN e RN N S T B B N W I B RN NP N | SN 4+
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ftertieensurer including the power of revocation of a license.
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The State Board of Medical Licensure and Supervision is

E.

hereby granted the power and authority to investigate all

subpoena witnesses and initiate

hold hearings,

complaints,

of this

prosecution concerning violations of Section 519.1 et seq.

When such complaints involve physicians licensed by the

title.

the State Board of Osteopathic

State Board of Osteopathic Examiners,

Examiners shall be officially notified of such complaints.
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The Physician Assistant Committee is hereby granted the

2=

power and authority to promulgate rules which are in accordance with

establish

of this title,

the provisions of Section 519.1 et seq.

regulate

approve institutions for training,

standards for training,

and regulate the Application to Practice

the standards of practice,
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of a physician assistant, including the power of revocation of the

application of practice.

G. Decisions by the Physician Assistant Committee regarding

denying an Application to Practice, denying reinstatement of an

Application to Practice or revocation of an Application to Practice

may be appealed to the State Board of Medical Licensure and

Supervision.

H. The Committee shall review and make recommendations to the

Board on all applications for licensure as a physician assistant and

117 1 + + + 1 1

aHl—applticatieons—+toprackticee which shall be approved by the Board.
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3= I. The Committee shall assist and advise the Board in all
hearings involving physician assistants who are deemed to be in
violation of Section 519.1 et seq. of this title or the rules of the
Board.

SECTION 3. AMENDATORY Section 6, Chapter 289, 0.S.L.
1993, as amended by Section 4, Chapter 128, 0.S.L. 1998 (59 O.S.
Supp. 2000, Section 519.6), is amended to read as follows:

Section 519.6 A. No health care services may be performed by a
physician assistant unless a current application to practice,
jointly filed by the supervising physician and physician assistant,
is on file with and approved by the State Beoardeoef Medical Ticensure

anrd—Supervisien Physician Assistant Committee. The application

shall include a description of the physician's practice, methods of
supervising and utilizing the physician assistant, and names of
alternate supervising physicians who will supervise the physician

assistant in the absence of the primary supervising physician.

Reg. No. 520
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B. The supervising physician need not be physically present nor
be specifically consulted before each delegated patient care service
is performed by a physician assistant, so long as the supervising
physician and physician assistant are or can be easily in contact
with one another by radio, telephone or other means of
telecommunication. In all patient care settings, the supervising
physician shall provide appropriate methods of supervising the
health care services provided by the physician assistant including:

a. being responsible for the formulation or approval of
all orders and protocols, whether standing orders,
direct orders or any other orders or protocols, which
direct the delivery of health care services provided
by a physician assistant, and periodically reviewing
such orders and protocols,

b. regularly reviewing the health care services provided
by the physician assistant and any problems or
complications encountered,

C. being available physically or through direct
telecommunications for consultation, assistance with
medical emergencies or patient referral, and

d. being on-site to provide medical care to patients a
minimum of one-half (1/2) day per week. Additional
on-site supervision may be required &t by the
recommendation—of—+the Physician Assistant Committee
opd—approved—by—+the Roard.

C. In patients with newly diagnosed chronic or complex
illnesses, the physician assistant shall contact the supervising
physician within forty-eight (48) hours of the physician assistant's
initial examination or treatment and schedule the patient for
appropriate evaluation by the supervising physician as directed by

the physician.
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D. A physician assistant under the direction of a supervising
physician may prescribe written and oral prescriptions and orders.
The physician assistant may prescribe drugs, including controlled
medications in Schedules #+F II through V pursuant to Section 2-312
of Title 63 of the Oklahoma Statutes, and medical supplies and
services as delegated by the supervising physician and as approved
by the State Beardef Medieat Tiecensure—and—Supervisien Physician

Assistant Committee after consultation with the State Board of

Pharmacy on the Physician Assistant Drug Formulary. Prescriptions

and orders for Schedule II drugs written by a physician assistant

must be included on a written protocol determined by the supervising

physician or by direct verbal order. Physician assistants may not

dispense drugs, but may request, receive, and sign for professional
samples and may distribute professional samples to patients.

E. A physician assistant may perform health care services in

any patient care setting in—which—the supervising physician
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goveramental—ageney authorized by the supervising physician.

F. A physician assistant shall obtain approval from the State

£ Meadi o~ T2~ ISEERLS P B QEEE-WNEYN
S 0 A A O i B ) & e S i e ) o S L e ot —o™ T

A\

visien Physician Assistant

Committee prior to practicing in remote patient care settings. Such
approval requires documented experience in providing a comprehensive
range of primary care services, under the direction of a supervising
physician, for at least one (1) year prior to practicing in such
settings and such other requirement as the Beard Committee may
require. The Beard Committee is granted the authority to waive this

requirement for those applicants possessing equivalent experience

and training as—recommended—bythe Committee.
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or—physieians Each physician assistant licensed under the Physician

Assistant Act shall keep his or her license available for inspection

at the primary place of business and shall, when engaged in

professional activities, identify himself or herself as a physician

assistant.

SECTION 4. AMENDATORY Section 7, Chapter 289, 0.S.L.
1993 (59 0.S. Supp. 2000, Section 519.7), 1is amended to read as
follows:

Section 519.7 The Secretary of the State Board of Medical
Licensure and Supervision is authorized to grant temporary approval

of an a license and application to practice to any physician and

physician assistant who have jointly filed am a license and

application to practice which meets the requirements set forth by

the Board and the Physician Assistant Committee. Such temporary

approval to practice shall be reviewed at the next regularly

scheduled meeting of the Board and Committee. The temporary

approval may be approved, extended or rejected by the Board and

Committee. If rejected, the temporary approval shall expire
immediately.
SECTION 5. AMENDATORY Section 10, Chapter 289, 0.S.L.

1993, as amended by Section 7, Chapter 47, 0.S.L. 1997 (59 0O.S.
Supp. 2000, Section 519.10), is amended to read as follows:

Section 519.10 Any person who holds herself or himself out as a
physician assistant or uses the title "Physician Assistant" without
being licensed, or who otherwise violates the provisions of Section
519.1 et seg. of this title shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and,
upon conviction, shall be punished by a fine of not less than Fifey

Bottars—+5$50-060)> One Hundred Dollars ($100.00), nor more than Eive
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HundredPbBettars—+5$500-066)> One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), by

imprisonment in the county jail for not less than fiwve—+5)> thirty

(30) days, nor more than £hirty—36)> ninety (90) days, or by both

such fine and imprisonment. Each day of a violation of the
provisions of Section 519.1 et seq. of this title shall constitute a
separate and distinct offense. Conviction shall also be grounds for
the suspension or revocation of the license of a duly licensed
physician assistant.

SECTION 6. AMENDATORY 63 0.S. 1991, Section 2-312, as
last amended by Section 6, Chapter 128, 0.S.L. 1998 (63 0.S. Supp.
2000, Section 2-312), 1is amended to read as follows:

Section 2-312. A. A physician, podiatrist, optometrist or a
dentist who has complied with the registration requirements of the
Uniform Controlled Dangerous Substances Act, Section 2-101 et seq.
of this title, in good faith and in the course of such person's
professional practice only, may prescribe and administer controlled
dangerous substances, or may cause the same to be administered by
medical or paramedical personnel acting under the direction and
supervision of the physician, podiatrist, optometrist or dentist,
and only may dispense controlled dangerous substances pursuant to
the provisions of Sections 355, 355.1 and 355.2 of Title 59 of the
Oklahoma Statutes.

B. A veterinarian who has complied with the registration
requirements of the Uniform Controlled Dangerous Substances Act,
Section 2-101 et seqg. of this title, in good faith and in the course
of the professional practice of the veterinarian only, and not for
use by a human being, may prescribe, administer, and dispense
controlled dangerous substances and may cause them to be
administered by an assistant or orderly under the direction and
supervision of the veterinarian.

C. An advanced practice nurse who is recognized to prescribe by

the Oklahoma Board of Nursing as an advanced registered nurse
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practitioner, clinical nurse specialist or certified nurse-midwife,
who 1s subject to medical direction by a supervising physician,
pursuant to Section 567.3a of Title 59 of the Oklahoma Statutes, and
who has complied with the registration requirements of the Uniform
Controlled Dangerous Substances Act, in good faith and in the course
of professional practice only, may prescribe and administer Schedule
ITI, IV and V controlled dangerous substances.

D. An advanced practice nurse who is recognized to order,
select, obtain and administer drugs by the Oklahoma Board of Nursing
as a certified registered nurse anesthetist pursuant to Section 1 of
this act and who has complied with the registration requirements of
the Uniform Controlled Dangerous Substances Act, in good faith and
in the course of such practitioner's professional practice only, may
order, select, obtain and administer Schedules II through V
controlled dangerous substances in a preanesthetic preparation or
evaluation; anesthesia induction, maintenance or emergence; or
postanesthesia care setting only. A certified registered nurse
anesthetist may order, select, obtain and administer such drugs only
during the perioperative or periobstetrical period.

E. A physician assistant who is recognized to prescribe by the
State Board of Medical Licensure and Supervision under the medical
direction of a supervising physician, pursuant to subsection D of
Section 519.6 of Title 59 of the Oklahoma Statutes, and who has
complied with the registration requirements of the Uniform
Controlled Dangerous Substances Act, in good faith and in the course

of professional practice only, may prescribe and administer Schedule

H+—FY—=and II through V controlled dangerous substances.

SECTION 7. This act shall become effective November 1, 2001.
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