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STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

 

1st Session of the 48th Legislature (2001) 

 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR 

SENATE JOINT 

RESOLUTION 1 By: Herbert 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE 

 

A Joint Resolution directing the Secretary of State 

to refer to the people for their approval or 

rejection a proposed amendment to the Constitution of 

the State of Oklahoma by adding a new section to 

Article XXIII to be designated as Section 1A; 

prohibiting employment restrictions on basis of 

membership in, affiliation with, or payments to a 

labor organization or payments to a charity in lieu 

thereof; making violation a misdemeanor; making 

provisions applicable to employment contracts; 

providing ballot title; directing special election; 

and directing filing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

1ST SESSION OF THE 48TH OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE: 

SECTION 1.  The Secretary of State shall refer to the people for 

their approval or rejection at a Special Election called pursuant to 

SECTION 3 of this resolution, as and in the manner provided by law, 

the following proposed amendment to Article XXIII of the 

Constitution of the State of Oklahoma by adding a new Section 1A to 

read as follows: 

Section 1A.  A.  As used in this section, "labor organization" 

means any organization of any kind, or agency or employee 

representation committee or union, that exists for the purpose, in 

whole or in part, of dealing with employers concerning wages, rates 

of pay, hours of work, other conditions of employment, or other 

forms of compensation. 

B.  No person shall be required, as a condition of employment or 

continuation of employment, to: 
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1.  Resign or refrain from voluntary membership in, voluntary 

affiliation with, or voluntary financial support of a labor 

organization; 

2.  Become or remain a member of a labor organization; 

3.  Pay any dues, fees, assessments, or other charges of any 

kind or amount to a labor organization; 

4.  Pay to any charity or other third party, in lieu of such 

payments, any amount equivalent to or pro rata portion of dues, 

fees, assessments, or other charges regularly required of members of 

a labor organization; or 

5.  Be recommended, approved, referred, or cleared by or through 

a labor organization. 

C.  It shall be unlawful to deduct from the wages, earnings, or 

compensation of an employee any union dues, fees, assessments, or 

other charges to be held for, transferred to, or paid over to a 

labor organization unless the employee has first authorized such 

deduction. 

D.  The provisions of this section shall apply to all employment 

contracts entered into after the effective date of this section and 

shall apply to any renewal or extension of any existing contract. 

E.  Any person who directly or indirectly violates any provision 

of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

SECTION 2.  The Ballot Title for the proposed Constitutional 

amendment as set forth in SECTION 1 of this resolution shall be in 

the following form: 

BALLOT TITLE 

Legislative Referendum No. ____ State Question No. ____ 

THE GIST OF THE PROPOSITION IS AS FOLLOWS: 

This measure adds a new section of law to the State 

Constitution.  It adds Section 1A to Article 23.  It bans any 

new employment contract that requires employees to resign from 

or belong to a union, pay union dues, or make other payments to 
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a union.  Required contributions to charity or any other third 

party instead of payments to a union are also banned.  Employees 

must authorize payroll deduction to unions.  Violation of the 

section is a misdemeanor. 

SHALL THIS AMENDMENT BE APPROVED BY THE PEOPLE? 

 YES, FOR THE AMENDMENT 

 NO, AGAINST THE AMENDMENT 

SECTION 3.  A special election is hereby ordered to be held 

throughout the State of Oklahoma on the date of May 22, 2001, at 

which time the proposed amendment to the Constitution of the State 

of Oklahoma, as set forth in SECTION 1 of this resolution, shall be 

submitted to the people of Oklahoma for their approval or rejection 

as and in the manner provided by law. 

SECTION 4.  The President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall, 

immediately after the passage of this resolution, prepare and file 

in accordance with Section 3 of Article V of the Oklahoma 

Constitution one copy of this resolution, including the Ballot Title 

set forth in SECTION 2, with the Secretary of State and one copy 

with the Attorney General. 
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