STATE OF OKLAHOMA

l1st Session of the 48th Legislature (2001)

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE

FOR

HOUSE BILL NO. 1499 By: Benson

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE

An Act relating to schools; amending Section 52,
Chapter 320, 0.S.L. 1999 (70 0.S. Supp. 2000, Section
3-152), which relates to the Academic Performance
Award Programs; adding certain contingency language;
amending Section 45, Chapter 320, 0.S.L. 1999 (70
0.S. Supp. 2000, Section 6-195.1), which relates to
continuing education for mathematics teachers; adding
certain contingency language; amending Section 3,
Chapter 181, 0.S.L. 1997, as last amended by Section
1, Chapter 303, 0.S.L. 1999 (70 0.S. Supp. 2000,
Section 6-204.2), which relates to the Education
Leadership Oklahoma program; providing for payment of
certain bonus upon implementation of language; adding
certain contingency language; amending 70 O0.S. 1991,
Section 18-108, as last amended by Section 19,
Chapter 6, 0.S.L. 2000 (70 O0.S. Supp. 2000, Section
18-108), which relates to kindergarten; adding
certain intent language; providing how certain
kindergarten children are to be counted for
attendance; requiring every school district to offer
full six-hour day kindergarten upon implementation of
language; making certain language contingent upon
implementation; adding certain contingency language;
amending 70 0.S. 1991, Section 698.2, as amended by
Section 1, Chapter 232, 0.S.L. 1992 (70 0.S. Supp.
2000, Section 698.2), which relates to the forgivable
loan program for higher education; requiring the
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education to modify
the forgivable loan program upon implementation of
language; stating modifications; adding certain
contingency language; amending Section 44, Chapter
320, O0.S.L. 1999 (70 O0.S. Supp. 2000, Section
1210.5E), which relates to requirements for
remediation in mathematics; adding certain
contingency language; amending Section 54, Chapter
320, 0.S.L. 1999 (70 O0.S. Supp. 2000, Section
1210.508E), which relates to grade promotion and
required summer academy programs; modifying statutory
cite; adding certain contingency language; amending
70 O0.S. 1991, Section 1210.553, as amended by Section
48, Chapter 320, 0.S.L. 1999 (70 O.S. Supp. 2000,
Section 1210.553), which relates to pilot projects
for structured programs during before-school,
after-school and summer periods; deleting certain
criteria for grant awards; requiring the State Board
of Education to modify the awards process to consider
certain criteria upon implementation of the language;
adding certain contingency language; amending Section



44, Chapter 247, 0.S.L. 1996, as last amended by
Section 6, Chapter 308, 0.S.L. 2000 and Section 1,
Chapter 348, 0.S.L. 1997, as amended by Section 3,
Chapter 216, 0.S.L. 1999 (70 0.S. Supp. 2000,
Sections 1210.568 and 1210.569), which relate to the
statewide alternative education program system;
making requirement to expand alternative education
programs to certain grade level contingent upon
implementation of language; requiring expansion of
annual student needs assessment and alternative
education plan by certain school districts upon
implementation; adding certain contingency language;
amending Section 51, Chapter 320, 0.S.L. 1999 (70
0.S. Supp. 2000, Section 1210.710), which relates to
funding for counselors at urban elementary schools;
adding certain contingency language; repealing 70
0.S. 1991, Section 6-204.2, as last amended by
Section 46, Chapter 320, O0.S.L. 1999 (70 0.S. Supp.
2000, Section 6-204.2), which relates to the
Education Leadership Oklahoma program; repealing 70
0.S. 1991, Section 698.2, as last amended by Section
47, Chapter 320, 0.S.L. 1999 (70 O0.S. Supp. 2000,
Section 698.2), which relates to the forgivable loan
program for higher education; repealing Section 1,
Chapter 348, 0.S.L. 1997, as amended by Section 50,
Chapter 320, 0.S.L. 1999 (70 0.S. Supp. 2000, Section
1210.569), which relates to the annual student needs
assessment and alternative education plan; repealing
Section 56, Chapter 320, 0.S.L. 1999, which relates
to certain contingency language; providing an
effective date; and declaring an emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY Section 52, Chapter 320, 0.S.L.
1999 (70 O0.S. Supp. 2000, Section 3-152), is amended to read as
follows:

Section 3-152. A. The State Board of Education shall develop
an Academic Performance Award Program for school districts and
individual school sites who meet or exceed the expected growth
targets as established by the Board. Those districts or sites who
have not met their expected growth targets, but demonstrate
significant growth as determined by the Board, shall be included in
the performance award program, but receive a decreased award amount.

B. TImplementation of this section shall be delayed until the

current expenditure per pupil in average daily attendance in public

Reqg. No. 6522 Page 2



elementary and secondary schools in unadjusted dollars for the 1998-

99 school year or any school year thereafter for Oklahoma, as

reported by the National Center for Education Statistics annually in

the Digest of Education Statistics, reaches at least ninety percent

(90%) of the regional average expenditure for that same year, and

funds are provided. For purposes of this section, the regional

average expenditure shall consist of the current expenditure per

pupil in average daily attendance in public elementary and secondary

schools in unadjusted dollars for each of the following states:

Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and

Texas, averaged together. By January 1 of each year, the State

Board of Education shall report whether or not the ninety-percent

expenditure level has been reached based on information reported

annually in the Digest of Education Statistics by the National

Center for Education Statistics. This section shall be implemented

on July 1 after the first January 1 report verifies that the ninety-

percent expenditure level has been reached and funds have been

provided.

SECTION 2. AMENDATORY Section 45, Chapter 320, 0.S.L.
1999 (70 O0.S. Supp. 2000, Section 6-195.1), is amended to read as
follows:

Section 6-195.1 A. It is hereby declared to be the intent of
the Legislature to establish a continuing education program whereby
teachers employed to teach mathematics may obtain certification in
mathematics and teachers certified to teach mathematics in the state
may take higher education courses in order to obtain the
competencies needed to enable the teacher to successfully complete
the subject area examinations and become certified to teach any of
the core curriculum mathematics courses recommended by the American
College Test. The program shall pay up to One Hundred Dollars
($100.00) per credit hour up to a maximum of twenty-four (24) credit

hours for a teacher to take higher education courses in mathematics.
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Teachers required to gain certification as provided in Section 4 6-
189.1 of this =e£ title shall be given priority in the funding for
the continuing education program. The purpose of the program is to
improve the knowledge and skills of teachers and to ensure that the
children of the state are taught by professional educators, fully
prepared in the area of mathematics.

B. TImplementation of this section shall be delayed until the

current expenditure per pupil in average daily attendance in public

elementary and secondary schools in unadjusted dollars for the 1998-

99 school year or any school year thereafter for Oklahoma, as

reported by the National Center for Education Statistics annually in

the Digest of Education Statistics, reaches at least ninety percent

(90%) of the regional average expenditure for that same year, and

funds are provided. For purposes of this section, the regional

average expenditure shall consist of the current expenditure per

pupil in average daily attendance in public elementary and secondary

schools in unadijusted dollars for each of the following states:

Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and

Texas, averaged together. By January 1 of each year, the State

Board of Education shall report whether or not the ninety-percent

expenditure level has been reached based on information reported

annually in the Digest of Education Statistics by the National

Center for Education Statistics. This section shall be implemented

on July 1 after the first January 1 report verifies that the ninety-

percent expenditure level has been reached and funds have been

provided.

SECTION 3. AMENDATORY Section 3, Chapter 181, 0.S.L.
1997, as last amended by Section 1, Chapter 303, O0.S.L. 1999 (70
0.S. Supp. 2000, Section 6-204.2), is amended to read as follows:

Section 6-204.2 A. Subject to the availability of funds, the

Oklahoma Commission for Teacher Preparation and the State Board of
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Education are authorized to establish the Education Leadership
Oklahoma program.

B. The purposes of the Education Leadership Oklahoma program
are:

1. Provide teachers throughout the state information about
National Board certification and the Education Leadership Oklahoma
program scholarships and services;

2. Provide technical assistance and National Board certified
mentors to all teachers seeking National Board certification upon
request;

3. Provide scholarships, pursuant to the Education Leadership
Oklahoma Act and Oklahoma Commission for Teacher Preparation rules,
for teachers seeking National Board certification;

4. Provide a bonus to teachers who achieve National Board
certification pursuant to the Education Leadership Oklahoma Act and
State Board of Education rules;

5. Reward teachers who achieve National Board certification
without the financial support of the Education Leadership Oklahoma
program by awarding them the application fee and the amount of the
scholarship given to Education Leadership Oklahoma participants
pursuant to this section and commission rules; and

6. Provide recognition to National Board certified teachers.

C. To fulfill the objectives of the Education Leadership
Oklahoma Act, the Oklahoma Commission for Teacher Preparation shall:

1. Inform teachers of the Education Leadership Oklahoma program
and the scholarships and services it provides to teachers seeking
National Board certification;

2. Collect and review applications to the scholarship program
from interested teachers;

3. Establish an applicant review committee for the purpose of

identifying scholarship recipients pursuant to the Education
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Leadership Oklahoma Act for the Education Leadership Oklahoma
program; and

4. Ensure that all scholarship recipients, alternates, and
teachers seeking National Board certification independently receive
adequate information regarding the level of commitment required to

acquire National Board certification.

D. The applicant review committee shall:
1. Consist of:
a. five classroom teachers appointed by the State Board

of Education, at least one of whom shall be a National
Board certified teacher, if available,

b. five classroom teachers appointed by the Oklahoma
Commission for Teacher Preparation, at least one of
whom shall be a National Board certified teacher, if
available,

C. three classroom teachers appointed by the Oklahoma
State Regents for Higher Education, at least one of
whom shall be a National Board certified teacher, if
available, and

d. a chair to be designated by the Executive Director of
the Oklahoma Commission for Teacher Preparation from
among the appointed members; and

2. Select up to two hundred teachers for the 1999-00 class, up
to four hundred teachers beginning with the 2000-01 class and every

year thereafter, and the appropriate number of alternates, who:

a. have demonstrated a commitment to excellence in
teaching,
b. meet all eligibility requirements for potential

certification as established by the National Board for
Professional Teaching Standards,
C. are employed in an Oklahoma public school, and

d. meet other requirements of the Commission.
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E. Subject to the availability of funds appropriated by the
Legislature for the purposes of this subsection, the application fee
for National Board certification shall be paid for scholarship
recipients by the Commission, and scholarship recipients shall be
provided a scholarship in the amount of Five Hundred Dollars
($500.00) to cover other expenses associated with obtaining National
Board certification.

F. It is the intent of the Legislature that the Oklahoma
Commission for Teacher Preparation contract with Southeastern
Oklahoma State University to establish Education Leadership Oklahoma
program training in higher education teacher preparation programs in
the state to assist teachers in meeting the requirements to obtain
National Board certification.

G. All teachers seeking National Board certification shall be
eligible to participate in Education Leadership Oklahoma program
training to assist them in meeting the requirements of the National
Board certification process, free of charge.

H. The Oklahoma Commission for Teacher Preparation shall
promulgate rules for the selection of scholarship recipients, the
selection and utilization of alternates, the payment and
reimbursement of application fees, and the issuance of scholarships.

I. Subject to district board of education policy, teachers who
have submitted an application for National Board certification shall
either be allowed to utilize two (2) of their five (5) professional
days for National Board certification portfolio development or be
provided an additional two (2) professional days during which a
substitute teacher shall be provided by the school district at no
cost to the teacher.

J. The State Board of Education shall provide all teachers who
attain National Board certification a bonus in the amount of Five
Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) annually no later than January 31 for

as long as they maintain their National Board certification and are
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teaching in the classroom full-time in an Oklahoma public school.
No school or school district shall be liable for payment of bonuses
pursuant to this section.

K. The bonus shall not be included in the calculation of the
teacher's salary for purposes of meeting the district or statutory
minimum salary schedule or for purposes of compensating Oklahoma
Teachers' Retirement System contributions or benefits.

L. The State Board of Education shall promulgate rules for the
provision of the bonus pursuant to this section to include, but not
be limited to, a process by which a National Board certified teacher
will verify that:

1. The National Board certification has not lapsed; and

2. The teacher is still a full-time classroom teacher.

M. It is the intent of the Legislature that the Oklahoma State
Regents for Higher Education incorporate the National Board
certification portfolio development into all programs in education
leading to a master's level degree.

N. Upon implementation of this subsection as provided for in

subsection O of this section, the State Board of Education shall

provide all teachers who attain National Board certification a bonus

in the amount of Seven Thousand Dollars ($7,000.00) annually no

later than January 31 for as long as they maintain their National

Board certification and are teaching in the classroom full-time in

an Oklahoma public school. No school or school district shall be

liable for payment of bonuses pursuant to this section. Upon

implementation, the bonus provided for in this subsection shall

replace the bonus provided for in subsection J of this section.

O. TImplementation of subsection N of this section shall be

delayed until the current expenditure per pupil in average daily

attendance in public elementary and secondary schools in unadjusted

dollars for the 1998-99 school year or any school year thereafter

for Oklahoma, as reported by the National Center for Education
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Statistics annually in the Digest of Education Statistics, reaches

at least ninety percent (90%) of the regional average expenditure

for that same year, and funds are provided. For purposes of this

subsection, the regional average expenditure shall consist of the

current expenditure per pupil in average daily attendance in public

elementary and secondary schools in unadjusted dollars for each of

the following states: Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, New

Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas, averaged together. By January 1 of

each year, the State Board of Education shall report whether or not

the ninety-percent expenditure level has been reached based on

information reported annually in the Digest of Education Statistics

by the National Center for Education Statistics. Subsection N of

this section shall be implemented on July 1 after the first January

1 report verifies that the ninety-percent expenditure level has been

reached and funds have been provided.

SECTION 4. AMENDATORY 70 0.5. 1991, Section 18-108, as
last amended by Section 19, Chapter 6, 0.S.L. 2000 (70 O0.S. Supp.

2000, Section 18-108), is amended to read as follows:

Section 18-108. A. Execept—as—otherwise provided—an—+this

ofF 2 A
Ot

see —+t It is the intent of the Legislature to provide a free

public kindergarten for every five-year-old child in this state.

B. Fach day during which a child attends a kindergarten for two

and one-half (2 1/2) hours or more shall be counted as one hundred

percent (100%) of one (1) day of average daily attendance. FEach day

a kindergarten student is on the membership roll in a school

district shall be counted as one hundred percent (100%) of one (1)

day of average daily membership.

C. It shall be the duty of every school district in this state
to provide and offer kindergarten free of tuition for every child
residing in such district who attains the age of five (5) years on
or before the first day of September during the school year such

kindergarten is offered, provided that this duty may be satisfied by
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transferring kindergarten children to other school districts which
accept them and provide kindergarten for such children, or by
contracting for classroom space with a licensed public or licensed

private child care provider based upon selection criteria

established by the district. The reguirementto attend kindergarten
onraovidad 1+ QA+ o AT AN £ +ha1a +2 4+ masz ot 2o f2 A sz
provirded—rSeetion—10—30 £ thistitle may be—satist: B

o2 e ANt for 1+ r torg an A o1 f (21 /2N 11 o r o VAR
o aC TS Te—= Tt —CTwW oo T e e Ay ToUES 5=+ o7
hotira »~Aary o~ 1 dasz ah 17 1 oot~ oo n (1Y Aoz v xza oy
oot o —pP et 5ttt T [ 3 = = = e oS T Oy T o vVEeEaS
A1 1x7z meamihasalh g e~ o~ For rmaivrn~ o~ £ Q4o+ Na1A + Nt~ ]
A e oo E ST PP o PoSeo— oo PoSeS —otat TGy cTt PoprT=
arad leszal a2 o+ £ o g oA o1 £ o1 osz £ lanmAdnrorapt A
SEoC = T W gt o tew oo s o= 1outr—GC T T HRCCESTE e
alh 17 1 ] eV~ B = NE S i | 11 F£1-7117 Aoz kindeoraoanrtanrn o717 1
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R T roomil v aAamant 4+ fFffor -~ £.-7117 o hottr Aasz £f lLairndaroecn 4
—ary Tt oo ECemeht——=— a8 TS5+ ot TF—G= T T CESTETECH
S e~z A~ L 2 arlNe A~ n N +hta conntd A o1 At s~ A
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&~ D. A kindergarten program may be offered jointly by school
districts that have formed interlocal cooperative agreements
pursuant to Section 5-117b of this title.

E. Upon implementation of this subsection as provided for in

subsection G of this section, it shall be the duty of every school

district in this state to provide and offer a full six-hour day of

kindergarten free of tuition for every child residing in such

district who attains the age of five (5) years on or before the

first day of September during the school year such kindergarten is

offered, provided that this duty may be satisfied by transferring

kindergarten children to other school districts which will accept

them and can provide kindergarten for such children, or by

contracting for classroom space with a licensed public or licensed

private child care provider based upon selection criteria
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established by the district. The requirement to offer a full six-

hour day of kindergarten as provided for in this subsection shall

not become effective until three (3) years after the provisions of

this subsection are implemented as provided for in subsection G of

this section.

FF. Upon implementation of this subsection as provided for in

subsection G of this section, the requirement to attend kindergarten

provided in Section 10-105 of this title may be satisfied by

attendance in either a half-day or full-day program. Membership in

a kindergarten for either two and one-half (2 1/2) hours or six (6)

hours per school day shall be counted as one (1) day for average

daily membership purposes. For purposes of State Aid, the pupil

grade level weight for a two-and-one-half-hour day of kindergarten

shall be 1.3, and for a six-hour full day of kindergarten shall be

1.5.

G. Implementation of subsections E and F of this section shall

be delayed until the current expenditure per pupil in average daily

attendance in public elementary and secondary schools in unadjusted

dollars for the 1998-99 school year or any school year thereafter

for Oklahoma, as reported by the National Center for Education

Statistics annually in the Digest of Education Statistics, reaches

at least ninety percent (90%) of the regional average expenditure

for that same year, and funds are provided. For purposes of this

subsection, the regional average expenditure shall consist of the

current expenditure per pupil in average daily attendance in public

elementary and secondary schools in unadjusted dollars for each of

the following states: Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, New

Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas, averaged together. By January 1 of

each year, the State Board of Education shall report whether or not

the ninety-percent expenditure level has been reached based on

information reported annually in the Digest of Education Statistics

by the National Center for Education Statistics. Subsections E and
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F of this section shall be implemented on July 1 after the first

January 1 report verifies that the ninety-percent expenditure level

has been reached and funds have been provided.

SECTION 5. AMENDATORY 70 0.S. 1991, Section 698.2, as
amended by Section 1, Chapter 232, 0.S.L. 1992 (70 0.S. Supp. 2000,
Section 698.2), is amended to read as follows:

Section 698.2 A. It is the intent of the Oklahoma Legislature
that the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education establish a
program for making available forgivable loans, as defined in this
section, to students enrolled in a major course of study at the
graduate or undergraduate level who declare an intention to serve
and who subsequently serve this state by teaching in the subject
areas of mathematics, science, computer learning, middle school
technology education, or foreign languages at the elementary,
middle, or secondary level in the public schools of this state.
This program may be used by a state institution of higher education
to meet any statutorily prescribed duty of providing financial
assistance to minority students who intend to become teacher in the
above subject areas.

B. The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education are
authorized to provide student loans to persons who are enrolled at
institutions of higher education in this state for the purposes
specified in subsection A of this section. The loans shall be
applied to the cost of said education. It is the intent of the
Oklahoma Legislature that only those undergraduate and graduate
students who are enrolled full time be eligible for said loans.

C. No person shall receive more than three annual loans of such
kind. The maximum annual loan amount may be set by the Oklahoma
State Regents for Higher Education at an amount not to exceed the
normal cost of room, board, tuition, and fees at the state-supported

colleges and universities, except that intersession or summer school
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loans may also be offered in amounts not to exceed one-third (1/3)
of the annual loan amount.

D. The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education are
authorized to forgive loans authorized pursuant to the provisions of
subsection A of this section which have been provided to persons who
actually render service as teachers in the public schools of this
state 1if not less than seventy-five percent (75%) of the teaching
assignment is in a subject area specified in subsection A of this
section. Loan forgiveness shall be one (1) year’s loan for each
school year of service rendered. One half (1/2) school year service
shall be required for forgiveness of an intersession or summer
session loan.

E. Persons failing to complete an appropriate program of
studies or to meet any other reguirements for full-time teaching
employment, including certification in an area of mathematics,
science, computer learning, middle school technology education, or
foreign languages, shall immediately become liable to the Oklahoma
State Regents for Higher Education for the sum of all outstanding
loans received pursuant to the provisions of this section. Persons
liable for repayment of loans shall also be liable for interest for
the entire period of the loans at a rate to be determined at the
time each loan is granted. The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher
Education may grant forbearance or deferment for justifiable
temporary periods of interruption of studies. In the event of a
borrower's death or total and permanent disability, the Chancellor
of the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education may cancel the
borrower's indebtedness to this program.

F. The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education shall
require the execution of appropriate contracts and promissory notes
with loan recipients. The Chancellor, with approval of the State

Regents, may contract with any other appropriate organization or
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unit of government for the administration of the provisions of this
section.

G. All loans and interest repaid to the Oklahoma State Regents
for Higher Education pursuant to the provisions of this section may
be used for the continuation of this program.

H. If insufficient funds are available for loans to qualified
persons during any fiscal year, the Chancellor may make reductions
in the loans made to qualifying applicants. Priority consideration
may be given to highly qualified persons previously participating
and making satisfactory academic progress in the program as
determined by the institution.

I. Upon implementation of this subsection as provided for in

subsection J of this section, it is the intent of the Oklahoma

Legislature that the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education

modify the forgivable loan program established in this section to

make forgivable loans only to students enrolled in a major course of

study at the third- or fourth-year of undergraduate level or

graduate level who have declared an intention to serve and who

subsequently serve this state by teaching in the public schools of

this state in the subject areas of shortage as determined annually

by the State Board of Education. The State Regents shall modify the

loan forgiveness to equal twenty percent (20%) of the total loan for

each school year of service rendered up to a total of five (5)

years. The State Regents may utilize the Oklahoma Guaranteed

Student Loan Program to undertake collection of any outstanding

loans.

J. TImplementation of subsection I of this section shall be

delayed until the current expenditure per pupil in average daily

attendance in public elementary and secondary schools in unadjusted

dollars for the 1998-99 school year or any school year thereafter

for Oklahoma, as reported by the National Center for Education

Statistics annually in the Digest of Education Statistics, reaches
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at least ninety percent (90%) of the regional average expenditure

for that same year, and funds are provided. For purposes of this

subsection, the regional average expenditure shall consist of the

current expenditure per pupil in average daily attendance in public

elementary and secondary schools in unadjusted dollars for each of

the following states: Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, New

Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas, averaged together. By January 1 of

each year, the State Board of Education shall report whether or not

the ninety-percent expenditure level has been reached based on

information reported annually in the Digest of Education Statistics

by the National Center for Education Statistics. Subsection I of

this section shall be implemented on July 1 after the first January

1 report verifies that the ninety-percent expenditure level has been

reached and funds have been provided.

SECTION 6. AMENDATORY Section 44, Chapter 320, 0.S.L.
1999 (70 O0.S. Supp. 2000, Section 1210.5E), is amended to read as
follows:

Section 1210.5E A. Contingent upon the provision of
appropriated funds designated for such purpose, students who do not
perform satisfactorily on the mathematics portion of either the

norm-referenced or criterion-referenced tests required pursuant to

Section 1210.508 of F4+le—F0—-of+the Oklaheoma—Statutes this title

shall be provided remediation. The remediation may include but not
be limited to tutorial instruction after regular school hours, on
Saturdays and during the summer. Such instruction shall not be
counted toward the one-hundred-eighty-day school year required in

Section 1-109 of Fi+tle—F0—-of +the Oklabhoma—Statutes this title.

B. TImplementation of this section shall be delayed until the

current expenditure per pupil in average daily attendance in public

elementary and secondary schools in unadjusted dollars for the 1998-

99 school year or any school year thereafter for Oklahoma, as

reported by the National Center for Education Statistics annually in
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the Digest of Education Statistics, reaches at least ninety percent

(90%) of the regional average expenditure for that same year, and

funds are provided. For purposes of this section, the regional

average expenditure shall consist of the current expenditure per

pupil in average daily attendance in public elementary and secondary

schools in unadjusted dollars for each of the following states:

Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and

Texas, averaged together. By January 1 of each year, the State

Board of Education shall report whether or not the ninety-percent

expenditure level has been reached based on information reported

annually in the Digest of Education Statistics by the National

Center for Education Statistics. This section shall be implemented

on July 1 after the first January 1 report verifies that the ninety-

percent expenditure level has been reached and funds have been

provided.

SECTION 7. AMENDATORY Section 54, Chapter 320, 0.S.L.
1999 (70 O0.S. Supp. 2000, Section 1210.508E), is amended to read as
follows:

Section 1210.508E A. A teacher who determines a third-grade
student is unable to meet competencies required for completion of
third grade and promotion to fourth grade, shall have the authority
to recommend that the promotion of the student to the fourth grade
is contingent upon the participation in and successful completion of
the required competencies by the student at a summer academy. If
the student does not successfully complete the competencies in the
summer academy, the student shall be retained in the third grade.
Summer academy programs shall be designed to ensure that
participating students successfully complete the competencies
necessary for promotion to fourth grade and to enhance next-grade
readiness.

B. Beginning one (1) year after implementation of this section

as provided for in Seetion—S56—-of—+this—aet subsection C of this
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section, the requirements of subsection A of this section shall be
expanded to apply to fourth-grade students being promoted to fifth
grade. Each year thereafter, the requirements shall be expanded by
one grade level until the requirements apply to third-grade students
through eighth-grade students. Summer academy programs shall be
designed for each grade level.

C. TImplementation of this section shall be delayed until the

current expenditure per pupil in average daily attendance in public

elementary and secondary schools in unadijusted dollars for the 1998-

99 school year or any school year thereafter for Oklahoma, as

reported by the National Center for Education Statistics annually in

the Digest of Education Statistics, reaches at least ninety percent

(90%) of the regional average expenditure for that same year, and

funds are provided. For purposes of this section, the regional

average expenditure shall consist of the current expenditure per

pupil in average daily attendance in public elementary and secondary

schools in unadjusted dollars for each of the following states:

Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and

Texas, averaged together. By January 1 of each year, the State

Board of Education shall report whether or not the ninety-percent

expenditure level has been reached based on information reported

annually in the Digest of Education Statistics by the National

Center for Education Statistics. This section shall be implemented

on July 1 after the first January 1 report verifies that the ninety-

percent expenditure level has been reached and funds have been

provided.

SECTION 8. AMENDATORY 70 0.S. 1991, Section 1210.553, as
amended by Section 48, Chapter 320, 0.S.L. 1999 (70 0.S. Supp. 2000,
Section 1210.553), is amended to read as follows:

Section 1210.553 A. Contingent upon the provision of
appropriated funds designated for such purpose, the State Board of

Education may award one or more competitive grants +e—sehoot
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academically-oriented programs to students da—at—risk—eo¥
disadvantaged—urban—seheool—distriets needing or desiring such
programs during before-school, after-school, and summer periods.

B. The State Board of Education shall determine pilot program
criteria and establish a process for the consideration of proposals.
Such proposals for pilot programs shall be considered on a statewide
competitive basis. The State Board of Education is authorized to
promulgate rules for the operation of such programs.

C. Upon implementation of this subsection as provided for in

subsection D of this section, the State Board of Education shall

modify the awards process for the competitive grants so that grants

are awarded to school districts or nonprofit organizations. In

addition, the grants shall be awarded to academically-oriented

programs which serve students in at-risk or disadvantaged urban

school districts.

D. TImplementation of subsection C of this section shall be

delayed until the current expenditure per pupil in average daily

attendance in public elementary and secondary schools in unadjusted

dollars for the 1998-99 school year or any school year thereafter

for Oklahoma, as reported by the National Center for Education

Statistics annually in the Digest of Education Statistics, reaches

at least ninety percent (90%) of the regional average expenditure

for that same year, and funds are provided. For purposes of this

subsection, the regional average expenditure shall consist of the

current expenditure per pupil in average daily attendance in public

elementary and secondary schools in unadjusted dollars for each of

the following states: Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, New

Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas, averaged together. By January 1 of

each year, the State Board of Education shall report whether or not

the ninety-percent expenditure level has been reached based on

information reported annually in the Digest of Education Statistics
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by the National Center for Education Statistics. Subsection C of

this section shall be implemented on July 1 after the first January

1 report verifies that the ninety-percent expenditure level has been

reached and funds have been provided.

SECTION 9. AMENDATORY Section 44, Chapter 247, 0.S.L.
1996, as last amended by Section 6, Chapter 308, 0.S.L. 2000 (70
0.S. Supp. 2000, Section 1210.568), is amended to read as follows:

Section 1210.568 A. Beginning with the first semester of the
1996-1997 school year, the State Board of Education shall implement
a statewide system of alternative education programs which shall be
phased-in within six (6) years. The statewide system shall include
but not be limited to Alternative Approaches grant programs, funded
pursuant to Section 1210.561 of this title, Alternative Education
Academies pilot programs, funded pursuant to Section 1210.563 of
this title and alternative academies or alternative programs
implemented pursuant to this section. The funding for Alternative
Education Academies pilot programs, after the third year of funding
provided pursuant to Section 1210.563 of this title, shall be
provided from funds appropriated for the statewide system.

B. Beginning with the first semester of the 2001-2002 school
year, all school districts of this state shall provide alternative
education programs that conform to the requirements of statutes and
rules applicable to alternative education. A program shall:

1. Allow class sizes and student/teacher ratios which are
conducive to effective learning for at-risk students;

2. Incorporate appropriate structure, curriculum, and
interaction and reinforcement strategies designed to provide
effective instruction;

3. Include an intake and screening process to determine
eligibility of students;

4. Demonstrate that teaching faculty are appropriately licensed

or certified teachers;
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5. Demonstrate that teaching faculty have been selected on the
basis of a record of successful work with at-risk students or
personal and educational factors that qualify them for work with at-
risk students;

6. Reflect appropriate collaborative efforts with state
agencies and local agencies serving youth;

7. Provide courses that meet the academic curricula standards

adopted by the State Board of Education and additional remedial

courses;
8. Offer individualized instruction;
9. State clear and measurable program goals and objectives;
10. 1Include counseling and social services components with the

provision that providers of services are not required to be
certified as school counselors;

11. Require a plan leading to graduation be developed for each
student in the program which will allow the student to participate
in graduation exercises for the school district after meeting all of
the graduation requirements of the school district;

12. Offer life skills instruction;

13. Provide opportunities for arts education to students,
including Artists in Residence programs coordinated with the
Oklahoma Arts Council;

14. Provide a proposed annual budget;

15. 1Include an evaluation component including an annual written
self-evaluation;

16. Be appropriately designed to serve middle school, junior
high school and secondary school students in grades six through
twelve who are most at risk of not completing a high school
education for a reason other than that identified in Section 13-101
of this title; and

17. Allow students in the alternative education program, who

otherwise meet all of the participation requirements, to participate
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including but

in vocational programs and extracurricular activities,

and clubs.

band,

not limited to athletics,

The alternative education program of a school district shall

C.

be operational and serving students by September 15 of each school

year.
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FEach alternative education program of a school district

shall receive funding based on the combined number of dropouts and

students within the district who have been referred to a county

a county juvenile bureau or who have been

juvenile service unit,

Each

committed to the custody of the Office of Juvenile Affairs.

alternative education program shall receive incentive funding as

follows

One Thousand Dollars

For the first year of operation,

1.

.
14

per student

($1,000.00)

Seven Hundred Fifty

For the second year of operation,

2.

and

.
4

per student

($750.00)

Dollars
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3. For the third year of operation and each year thereafter,
Seven Hundred Dollars ($700.00) per student.

No alternative education program which has received funding for a
prior year shall receive less than a total of Ten Thousand Dollars
($10,000.00) per school year.

&+~ E. By September 15 of each school year, all revenue received
and expended for students participating in an alternative education
program shall be reported to the State Department of Education by
major object codes and by program classifications pursuant to the
Oklahoma Cost Accounting System as adopted by the State Board of
Education pursuant to Section 5-135 of this title. The school
district shall be required to expend on each student participating
in an alternative education program an amount equal to or greater
than the average amount expended for instructional costs on each
student in the school district who is not participating in an
alternative education program.

H= F. 1. The State Board of Education shall contract for
technical assistance for operation of an Alternative Education
Technical Assistance Center. The technical assistance provider
shall be an entity located in Oklahoma that has been officially
recognized by the United States Department of Education to assess
and facilitate dissemination of validated educational programs in
Oklahoma. The technical assistance provider shall have priority, if
its operations are deemed satisfactory by the State Board of
Education and if funds are available, for annual renewal of the
contract.

2. The duties of the technical assistance provider shall
include, but shall not be limited to:

a. providing initial and ongoing training of personnel
who will educate at-risk populations through

alternative education programs,
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b. providing technical assistance to school districts to
enhance the probability of success of their

alternative education programs,

c. evaluating state-funded alternative education
programs,
d. reporting to the State Board of Education the

evaluation results of state-funded alternative
education programs, and

e. providing in-depth program analysis and evaluation of
state-funded alternative education programs.

= G. All alternative education programs shall be subject to
statutes and rules applicable to alternative education, including
any exemptions from statutory or regulatory requirements authorized
by statutes or rule.

J= H. An alternative education program may be offered by an
individual school district or may be offered jointly by school
districts that have formed interlocal cooperative agreements
pursuant to Section 5-117b of this title. Any school district
submitting a plan for an alternative education program serving fewer
than ten students shall enter into a cooperative agreement with
another school district to jointly provide the program unless the
program has been granted a waiver from this requirement by the State
Board of Education.

¥+~ I. Any materials or equipment purchased by a school district
with revenue received for students participating in an alternative
education program shall be used only in or directly for the
alternative education program offered by the district or any
subsequent alternative education program offered to students
enrolled in that district. Such materials and equipment shall be
made available exclusively to alternative education students during

the hours that the alternative education program is operating;
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provided, the material or equipment may be used for other purposes
when the alternative education program is not operating.

J. Upon implementation of this subsection as provided for in

subsection L of this section and contingent upon the provision of

appropriated funds designated for such purpose, all school districts

in the state providing alternative education programs as required in

subsection B of this section shall expand the programs to include

middle-school-grade students. The program shall conform to the

requirements of subsection B of this section.

K. Upon implementation of this subsection as provided for in

subsection L of this section and contingent upon the provision of

appropriated funds designated for such purpose, each urban school

district identified by the State Department of Education as having a

high population of elementary grade students who are at-risk and in

need of alternative education shall provide elementary level

alternative education programs. The State Department of Education

shall establish requirements for the programs. For purposes of this

section, “urban school district” means a school district with an

average daily membership of thirty thousand (30,000) or more.

L. TImplementation of subsections J and K of this section shall

be delayed until the current expenditure per pupil in average daily

attendance in public elementary and secondary schools in unadjusted

dollars for the 1998-99 school year or any school year thereafter

for Oklahoma, as reported by the National Center for Education

Statistics annually in the Digest of Education Statistics, reaches

at least ninety percent (90%) of the regional average expenditure

for that same year, and funds are provided. For purposes of this

subsection, the regional average expenditure shall consist of the

current expenditure per pupil in average daily attendance in public

elementary and secondary schools in unadjusted dollars for each of

the following states: Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, New

Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas, averaged together. By January 1 of
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each year, the State Board of Education shall report whether or not

the ninety-percent expenditure level has been reached based on

information reported annually in the Digest of Education Statistics

by the National Center for Education Statistics. Subsections J and

K of this section shall be implemented on July 1 after the first

January 1 report verifies that the ninety-percent expenditure level

has been reached and funds have been provided.

SECTION 10. AMENDATORY Section 1, Chapter 348, 0.S.L.
1997, as amended by Section 3, Chapter 216, 0.S.L. 1999 (70 0.S.
Supp. 2000, Section 1210.569), is amended to read as follows:

Section 1210.569 A. Each school district shall be required to
update and submit on an annual basis the student needs assessment
and alternative education plan outlined in Section 1210.566 of this
title. The alternative education plan of each school district shall
provide for specific professional development programs for the
teachers teaching in or working with an alternative education
program. The annual needs assessment data shall be incorporated by
the State Board of Education into an annual report which shall be
submitted to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the
President Pro Tempore of the Senate and the Governor. The report
shall include a listing by school district of the number of students
funded and the reported number of students served in an alternative
education program.

B. By July 1 of each year, each school district shall submit an
expenditure report to the State Department of Education listing all
of the expenditures made by the school district for the alternative
education program for the previous year.

C. Upon implementation of this subsection as provided for in

subsection D of this section, each urban school district as defined

in Section 1210.568 of this title and as identified by the State

Department of Education as having a high population of elementary

grade students who are at-risk and in need of alternative education
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shall expand the annual student needs assessment and alternative

education plan as required in subsection A of this section to

include a needs assessment and education plan for elementary

students who are at-risk and in need of alternative education.

D. Implementation of subsection C of this section shall be

delayed until the current expenditure per pupil in average daily

attendance in public elementary and secondary schools in unadjusted

dollars for the 1998-99 school year or any school year thereafter

for Oklahoma, as reported by the National Center for Education

Statistics annually in the Digest of Education Statistics, reaches

at least ninety percent (90%) of the regional average expenditure

for that same year, and funds are provided. For purposes of this

subsection, the regional average expenditure shall consist of the

current expenditure per pupil in average daily attendance in public

elementary and secondary schools in unadjusted dollars for each of

the following states: Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, New

Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas, averaged together. By January 1 of

each year, the State Board of Education shall report whether or not

the ninety-percent expenditure level has been reached based on

information reported annually in the Digest of Education Statistics

by the National Center for Education Statistics. Subsection C of

this section shall be implemented on July 1 after the first January

1 report verifies that the ninety-percent expenditure level has been

reached and funds have been provided.

SECTION 11. AMENDATORY Section 51, Chapter 320, 0.S.L.
1999 (70 O0.S. Supp. 2000, Section 1210.710), is amended to read as
follows:

Section 1210.710 A. It is hereby the intent of the Oklahoma
Legislature to provide funding to urban school districts to hire
school counselors at the elementary level. Preference for funding
shall be given to those urban school districts that have the highest

number of elementary students at-risk and in need of alternative
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education. For purposes of this section, “urban school district”
means a school district with an average daily membership of thirty
thousand (30,000) or more.

B. TImplementation of this section shall be delayed until the

current expenditure per pupil in average daily attendance in public

elementary and secondary schools in unadjusted dollars for the 1998-

99 school year or any school year thereafter for Oklahoma, as

reported by the National Center for Education Statistics annually in

the Digest of Education Statistics, reaches at least ninety percent

(90%) of the regional average expenditure for that same year, and

funds are provided. For purposes of this section, the regional

average expenditure shall consist of the current expenditure per

pupil in average daily attendance in public elementary and secondary

schools in unadjusted dollars for each of the following states:

Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and

Texas, averaged together. By January 1 of each year, the State

Board of Education shall report whether or not the ninety-percent

expenditure level has been reached based on information reported

annually in the Digest of Education Statistics by the National

Center for Education Statistics. This section shall be implemented

on July 1 after the first January 1 report verifies that the ninety-

percent expenditure level has been reached and funds have been

provided.

SECTION 12. REPEALER 70 0.5. 1991, Sections 6-204.2, as
last amended by Section 46, Chapter 320, 0.S.L. 1999, 698.2, as last
amended by Section 47, Chapter 320, 0.S.L. 1999 and Section 1,
Chapter 348, 0.S.L. 1997, as amended by Section 50, Chapter 320,
0.S.L. 1999 (70 O0.S. Supp. 2000, Sections 6-204.2, 698.2 and
1210.569) and Section 56, Chapter 320, 0.S.L. 1999, are hereby
repealed.

SECTION 13. This act shall become effective July 1, 2001.
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SECTION 14. It being immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby
declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and

be in full force from and after its passage and approval.

48-1-6522 KB 6/12/15
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