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CONFERENCE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE 

 

An Act relating to economic development; creating the 

Oklahoma Military Base Closure Prevention Task Force; 

providing for membership of Task Force; prescribing 

procedures for organization of Task Force; stating 

purpose of Task Force; requiring written report; 

requiring assistance by certain state agencies; 

providing for staff assistance; providing for travel 

reimbursement; providing for codification; providing 

an effective date; and declaring an emergency. 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 5301 of Title 74, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  There is hereby created the Oklahoma Military Base Closure 

Prevention Task Force.  The Task Force shall be composed of 

seventeen (17) members as follows: 

1.  Four persons to be appointed by the Speaker of the Oklahoma 

House of Representatives; 

2.  Four persons to be appointed by the President Pro Tempore of 

the Oklahoma State Senate; 

3.  One person to be appointed, respectively, by the mayor of 

each of the following municipalities: 

a. Altus, 



Req. No. 7142 Page 2 

b. Enid, 

c. Lawton, 

d. McAlester, 

e. Oklahoma City, 

f. Del City, and 

g. Midwest City; and 

4.  Two persons to be appointed by the Governor. 

B.  The Task Force shall hold its first meeting not later than 

ninety (90) days after the effective date of this act.  The members 

of the Task Force shall select a person from among its membership to 

serve as chair.  The Task Force is authorized to meet as often as 

required in order to perform the duties imposed upon it. 

SECTION 2.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 5302 of Title 74, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  The purpose of the Oklahoma Military Base Closure Prevention 

Task Force shall be to analyze state policies affecting military 

facilities currently in use by the United States Department of 

Defense located within the state and by their related communities.  

In addition, the Task Force shall also examine methods for improving 

the potential private sector market value or potential for such 

military facilities.   

B.  The Task Force shall develop recommendations for changes in 

state policies which would: 

1.  Prevent Oklahoma’s military facilities from being targeted 

for closing or downsizing; 

2.  Maximize Oklahoma’s input into the federal base closing and 

realignment process; 

3.  Protect, to the greatest extent possible, the interests of 

the communities and residents of areas located within and adjacent 

to such military facilities in connection with such process; 
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4.  Mitigate the effect of a reduction in military personnel 

housed or assigned to such facilities, reduction in military 

activity associated with such facilities, or other changes in either 

civilian or military activity which have the potential to reduce 

employment, business activity, personal income or other economic 

growth in the affected areas; and 

5.  Encourage and facilitate the relocation of mission 

responsibilities and resources to Oklahoma military facilities from 

military bases located outside Oklahoma. 

C.  The Task Force shall submit a written report of its 

findings, conclusions and recommendations to the Speaker of the 

Oklahoma House of Representatives, the President Pro Tempore of the 

Oklahoma State Senate and the Governor not later than December 31, 

2002. 

D.  The Oklahoma Department of Commerce, the Oklahoma Tax 

Commission, the Oklahoma Employment Security Commission and other 

agencies of state government shall provide such assistance to the 

Task Force as the Task Force may require in order to perform the 

duties imposed upon it. 

E.  The Oklahoma House of Representatives and the Oklahoma State 

Senate shall provide such staff assistance to the Task Force as may 

be required. 

F.  Members of the Task Force shall be reimbursed by their 

appointing authority, except that members appointed from the 

municipalities shall be reimbursed by the Oklahoma Department of 

Commerce, for travel to meetings of the Task Force pursuant to the 

State Travel Reimbursement Act.  Legislators who serve as members of 

the Task Force shall be reimbursed for travel to meetings pursuant 

to Section 456 of Title 74 of the Oklahoma Statutes. 

SECTION 3.  This act shall become effective July 1, 2001. 

SECTION 4.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 
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declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
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