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STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

 

1st Session of the 47th Legislature (1999) 

 

SENATE 

RESOLUTION 16 By: Helton 

 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

 

A Resolution designating Sunday, December 12, 1999, 

as Children’s Memorial Day in the State of Oklahoma; 

encouraging Oklahomans to participate in appropriate 

ceremonies; and directing distribution. 

 

 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, the death of a child is one of the greatest tragedies 

suffered by a family.  It results in a pain beyond description.  

Approximately 80,000 infants, children, teenagers and young adults 

die each year in the United States; and 

WHEREAS, The Compassionate Friends is a national nonprofit, 

self-help support organization which offers friendships and 

understanding to families who are grieving the death of a child of 

any age, from any cause.  They have learned that the death of a 

child has caused a pain that can best be understood fully by another 

bereaved parent.  Founded in 1969, it is a nonsectarian and 

multicultural organization with no religious affiliation.  There are 

no membership fees or dues, and all bereaved family members are 

welcome.  It sponsors National Children’s Memorial Day on the second 

Sunday of each December; and 

WHEREAS, as part of the third National Children’s Memorial Day, 

family members will light a candle at 7 p.m. on Sunday, December 12, 

1999.  As candles burn down in one time zone, they will be lit in 

the next, thus creating a virtual 24-hour remembance of all children 

who have died, creating a common bond with other grieving families 

at a time of year when many grievers feel very lonely. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE 1ST SESSION 

OF THE 47TH OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE: 

THAT the Oklahoma State Senate designates Sunday, December 12, 

1999, as Children’s Memorial Day in the State of Oklahoma. 

THAT the Oklahoma State Senate encourages all Oklahomans to 

participate in the third worldwide candlelighting at 7 p.m. on 

Sunday, December 12, 1999, in memory of all children who have died. 

THAT a copy of this resolution be distributed to The 

Compassionate Friends. 
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