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AS INTRODUCED 

 

An Act relating to schools; stating legislative 

findings; specifying certain standards; directing the 

State Board of Education, the State Regents for 

Higher Education, and the State Board of Vocational 

and Technical Education to achieve certain standards; 

requiring reporting of certain standards in certain 

annual reports by the Office of Accountability; 

stating academic standards for kindergarten through 

grade twelve; stating standards for school staffing 

and administration; stating standards for higher 

education; and providing for codification. 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 103.9 of Title 70, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  The Legislature finds that:  

1.  Setting standards that are clear and specific is considered 

one of the most important elements in driving school improvement and 

student learning;   

2.  When the standards are clear, local school districts and 

individual schools can be granted considerable flexibility in how 

they reach the standards; with flexibility comes the expectation of 

accountability; 

3.  The standards stated in this act are rigorous, but they do 

not exceed the ability of Oklahoma’s people and its schools to 

achieve;  

4.  Achieving these standards will require the collaborative 

efforts of students, parents, teachers and administrators, 
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government leaders and agencies, business and industry, and 

educational professional organizations; and  

5.  There is also a major role that can be met by the churches 

that are willing to become involved in character education, early 

intervention programs, mentoring, and volunteering in the schools. 

B.  The State Board of Education and the State Regents for 

Higher Education, working with school districts and higher education 

institutions, shall work together to ensure that an implementation 

schedule is developed and resources prioritized to achieve the 

standards set forth in this section by the end of 2007. 

C.  The following standards shall be reported annually by the 

Office of Accountability in its Profiles reports.  The State Board 

of Education and the Regents for Higher Education will provide the 

needed data to the Office of Accountability for use in fulfilling 

its reporting function. 

D.  Academic standards for kindergarten through grade twelve are 

as follows: 

1.  All students who enter the first grade will be ready to 

learn to read as measured by standard assessments which shall be 

approved by the State Board of Education; 

2.  All students will acquire reading and mathematics 

proficiency at grade level before being promoted to grades four, 

seven, and nine; 

3.  At least eighty-five percent (85%) of students will 

demonstrate mastery of Oklahoma’s core curriculum as measured by the 

state level criterion referenced tests in at least reading, language 

arts, and mathematics at the elementary school level and all subject 

areas tested with end-of-instruction exams at the high school level; 

4.  All students will graduate from high school having completed 

a four-year sequence of rigorous secondary level studies in 

English/literature, mathematics, history/government/geography, and 

science; 



Req. No. 2415 Page 3 

5.  All high schools will have advanced placement courses 

available to students, and the percentage of students completing 

advanced placement courses will be at or above the national average; 

6.  All students will graduate from high school literate in 

computer technology; 

7.  All students will graduate from high school adequately 

prepared for entry into college or the work place without the need 

for additional high school level study (remediation); 

8.  A graduation rate of 95% or greater will be achieved when 

calculated as comparing grade nine enrollment to grade twelve 

enrollment; and 

9.  The average score on the American College Testing 

examination will be one or more points above the national average 

with at least sixty-five percent (65%) of students being tested. 

E.  Standards for school staffing and administration are as 

follows: 

1.  All teachers will have a content specialization in the 

area(s) in which they teach; 

2.  Every teacher will be adequately trained in the use of 

technology; 

3.  All teachers will have the technology needed to support the 

delivery of excellent learning opportunities to all students; 

4.  The ratio of non-teaching to teaching staff will be no 

greater than forty (40) non-teaching to sixty (60) teaching; 

5.  The percentage of school funding used for direct instruction 

(teacher salaries, instructional assistants, and instructional 

materials) will be at least sixty-five percent (65%); and 

6.  The vocational-technical system, while continuing to provide 

options for upper level students in high school, will be focused on 

providing the workplace skills needed by adults and will be highly 

integrated with higher education and industry in supplying a 

workforce which supports high-tech and high-wage employment. 
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F.  Standards for higher education are as follows: 

1.  College admission standards shall require that all students 

who enter college within five (5) years after high school shall be 

prepared to do college level work, reducing to no more than ten 

percent (10%) the number of students requiring remedial studies in 

higher education; and 

2.  The college completion rate will be at least fifty percent 

(50%) for students who enter as freshmen and remain in continuous 

enrollment for a period of six (6) years. 
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