STATE OF OKLAHOMA
2nd Session of the 47th Legislature (2000)

SENATE BILL 1452 By: Henry

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to courts; amending 20 0.S. 1991,
Section 92i, as amended by Section 5, Chapter 339,
0.S.L. 1996 (20 O0.S. Supp. 1999, Section 92i), which
relates to qualifications for district and associate
district judges; modifying language; providing for
retention election of district judges and associate
district judges in Oklahoma and Tulsa counties;
amending 26 0.S. 1991, Section 11-109, which relates
to retention ballots for judicial officers; updating
and conforming language; providing for codification;
and providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 20 0.S. 1991, Section 92i, as
amended by Section 5, Chapter 339, O0.S.L. 1996 (20 O.S. Supp. 1999,
Section 92i), is amended to read as follows:

Section 92i. A. To file as a candidate for election or

retention or to be eligible for appointment to the office of

district judge or assoclate district judge, one must hawvebeern be a

registered voter and actual resident of the appropriate county £es
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the time of taking office. To be eligible for retention in office,
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a district judge or associate district judge must be a registered

voter and actual resident of the appropriate county.

B. No one who has been removed from judicial office or who has

resigned from office pending disciplinary proceedings shall qualify

to—fite—as—a—<candidate for election or appointment to a judicial
office.
SECTION 2. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 927 of Title 20, unless there is
created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:

Beginning with the General Election held in November of 2002,
district judges and associate district judges of Oklahoma and Tulsa
counties who wish to seek another term in office shall file a
declaration of candidacy for retention in office. At the General
Election held before the term of a district judge or associate
district judge expires, the judge may seek retention in office for
another term by filing, with the Secretary of State not less than
sixty (60) days before the date of the election, a valid declaration
of candidacy. At the election, there shall be submitted to the
qualified voters of the county, on a separate ballot, without party
designation, this question:

"Shall (Here insert name of judge) of (Here insert the

district and office of the court) be retained in office?"

[] ves
[[] wo

The question shall be decided by a majority of those voting thereon.
If the decision is "yes" the judge shall be retained in office for
the next ensuing four-year term. If the decision is "no", or if no
declaration of candidacy is filed, the office shall be vacant upon
expiration of the term then being served, and the former judge shall
not be eligible for appointment for the next term. Retention in

office may be sought for four successive terms, except for
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retirement as may be provided by the Legislature for a maximum
retirement age.

SECTION 3. AMENDATORY 26 0.S. 1991, Section 11-109, is
amended to read as follows:

Section 11-109. Ballots for retention of Justices of the
Supreme Court and, Judges of the Court of Criminal Appeals and, the

Court of Civil Appeals, and Oklahoma and Tulsa counties shall be

printed in the same manner as other ballots for the General
Election, except as hereinafter provided. Near the top of the
ballot shall be printed the following words: "NOTICE TO VOTER: Vote
separately on each justice or judge; they are not running against
each other." Below said these words shall appear the office number,
as reflected by the numbers of the districts from which said the
Justices or Judges were appointed, and this question: "Shall (Here
insert name of Justice or Judge) of (Here insert the title of the
court) be retained in Office?" Saxd This question shall be followed
by the words "YES" and "NO", one above the other.

SECTION 4. This act shall become effective November 1, 2000.
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