ENROLLED SENATE
CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION NO.

95

By:

Wilkerson, Brown, Cain,
Campbell, Capps, Coffee,
Crutchfield, Dickerson,
Douglass, Dunlap, Easley, Fair,
Fisher, Ford, Haney, Harrison,
Helton, Henry, Herbert, Hobson,
Horner, Johnson, Kerr,
Laughlin, Leftwich,
Littlefield, Long, Maddox,
Martin, Mickle, Milacek,
Monson, Morgan, Muegge, Price,
Pruitt, Rabon, Robinson,
Rozell, Shurden, Smith, Snyder,
Stipe, Taylor, Weedn,
Wilcoxson, Williams and
Williamson of the Senate

and

Turner, Adair, Adkins, Askins,
Begley, Benge, Benson, Beutler,
Blackburn, Bonny, Boyd,
Braddock, Bryant, Calvey, Case,
Claunch, Coleman, Collins,
Corn, Covey, Cox, Culver, Dank,
Davis, Deutschendorf, Dunegan,
FEasley, Eddins, Ervin, Erwin,
Ferguson, Fields, Frame,
Gilbert, Glover, Graves, Gray,
Greenwood, Hastings, Hefner,
Hiett, Hilliard, Hutchison,
Ingmire, Jones, Kinnamon,
Kirby, Kouba, Langmacher,
Leist, Lindley, Liotta, Maddux,
Mass, Matlock, McCarter,
Miller, Mitchell, Morgan,
Nance, Nations, Newport,
Ostrander, Paulk, Perry,
Pettigrew, Phillips, Piatt,
Plunk, Pope (Clay), Pope (Tim),
Reese, Rice, Roach, Roberts,
Roggow, Ross, Seikel, Sellers,
Settle, Smith (Dale), Smith
(Hopper), Staggs, Stanley,
Stites, Sullivan (John),
Sullivan (Leonard), Sweeden,
Taylor, Thomas, Thornbrugh,
Toure, Tyler, Vaughn, Weaver,
Webb, Wells, Wilt, Winchester,
Worthen and Wright of the House



A Concurrent Resolution praising the heroism and
courage of the members of 45th Infantry Division;
thanking the citizens and officials of Nettuno and
Anzio, Italy, for honoring Oklahoma's 45th Infantry
Division; and directing distribution.

WHEREAS, during World War II, when Oklahoma's 45th Infantry
Division, the Thunderbirds, departed after the four-month battle of
Anzio in Italy, they received their third battle star and left 859
dead; and

WHEREAS, although there is a cemetery in Anzio, Italy, which is
dedicated to all American military personnel who lost their lives in
that siege and there are plaques for other divisions, the 45th
Division, which lost the most lives, has no special recognition; and

WHEREAS, members of the 180th Infantry Regimental Association,
all veterans of the 45th Division, have raised funds to place a
permanent marker at the cemetery to commemorate those who made the
ultimate sacrifice. Veterans of the 180th along with family members
will make a trip to Italy and dedicate the marble plaque on May 29,
2000; and

WHEREAS, the Thunderbird plaque which will be dedicated on
Memorial Day, May 29, 2000, to the 180th Infantry Regiment, 45th
Infantry Division in Nettuno-Anzio (Italy), reads in part: “To the
Gallant Men Who Fought and to Those that Rest in the Sicily-Rome
American Cemetery ‘You Will Not Be Forgotten’”; and

WHEREAS, many officials and citizens of Nettuno and Anzio,
Italy, have graciously helped construct the Thunderbird marker and
build a place of honor for it at the cemetery entrance as a lasting
tribute to the men of the “Fighting 45th”. The point of contact for
the 180th Infantry Regimental Association in Italy was Silvano
Casaldi who acted as Project Director for the 180th Memorial.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE 2ND SESSION
OF THE 47TH OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CONCURRING THEREIN:

THAT the Oklahoma State Legislature praises the heroism and
courage of the members of the 45th Infantry Division who battled
both the weather and the enemy for four months to prevail in this
crucial Italian front during World War IT.

THAT the Oklahoma State Legislature thanks the citizens and
officials of Nettuno and Anzio, Italy, for honoring Oklahoma's 45th
Infantry Division.

THAT a copy of this resolution be distributed to Colonel

(Retired) Jerry Smith, the President of the 180th Infantry
Regimental Association for distribution to his Association and to

ENR. S. C. R. NO. 95 Page 2



Silvano Casaldi, Director of the Museum of Allied Landings, Nettuno,
Italy; to Norman Lamb, Cabinet Secretary of Veterans Affairs; and
the 45th Infantry Museum.

Adopted by the Senate the 10th day of May, 2000.

President of the Senate

Adopted by the House of Representatives the 17th day of May,
2000.

Speaker of the House of
Representatives
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