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An Act relating to public health and safety; amending 

Section 2, Chapter 389, O.S.L. 1998 (63 O.S. Supp. 

1999, Section 1-2702), which relates to the 

telemedicine responsibilities and duties of the State 

Department of Health; directing the State Board of 

Health to promulgate rules relating to telemedicine; 

providing basis for rules; and providing an effective 

date. 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

 

SECTION 1.     AMENDATORY     Section 2, Chapter 389, O.S.L. 

1998 (63 O.S. Supp. 1999, Section 1-2702), is amended to read as 

follows: 

 

Section 1-2702.  A.  On and after July 1, 1998, the State 

Department of Health shall be the state entity designated by law to 

assume the responsibilities for telemedicine and the network known 

as the Oklahoma Telemedicine Network.  The Department shall be 

responsible for the maintenance and development of the Network.  The 

Department shall also be responsible for the continued development 

and implementation of a statewide system for the delivery of medical 

and other health care services through a telehealth system.  In 

order to achieve these duties, the Department shall: 

 

1.  Assess the current status and needs of the Network and 

telehealth in the state; 

 

2.  Develop recommendations on the future development of the 

Network and on the future needs for a statewide telehealth system in 

the state; 

 

3.  Coordinate the efforts of hospitals in the Network; 

 

4.  Explore ways to provide reimbursement to providers for 

telehealth services; 

 

5.  Review the training needs of medical personnel in telehealth 

technology; 

 

6.  Explore the feasibility of providing health education 

services through a telehealth system; and 

 

7.  Study issues of compatibility of technology. 
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B.  The Department shall enter into an agreement with the 

Oklahoma State University Telemedicine Center to provide the 

Department with assistance in carrying out the provisions of this 

section. 

 

C.  The State Department of Health shall provide appropriate 

technical support and assistance to hospitals on the Network. 

 

D.  The Department may form advisory groups as is necessary to 

work with the Department on telehealth issues. 

 

E.  The Department shall work in conjunction and in consultation 

with the Telemedicine Advisory Council created in Section 1 1-2701 

of this act title. 

 

F.  The State Board of Health shall promulgate rules for the 

implementation of the teleradiology responsibilities outlined in 

this section.  The rules shall be based on the American College of 

Radiology Standards for Teleradiology. 

 

SECTION 2.  This act shall become effective November 1, 2000. 
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Passed the House of Representatives the 29th day of February, 

2000. 

 

 

 

 

  

Speaker of the House of 

 Representatives 

 

 

Passed the Senate the 4th day of April, 2000. 

 

 

 

 

  

President of the Senate 

 

 

 

 

 

 


