
 

 

 

 

 

SHORT TITLE:  Roads, bridges and ferries; modifying powers of the 

Oklahoma Turnpike Authority; deeming certain entry not a trespass 

nor entry under certain conditions; requiring notice; emergency. 
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STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

1st Session of the 46th Legislature (1997) 

SENATE BILL NO. 651 By: Stipe 

 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

An Act relating to roads, bridges and ferries; 

amending 69 O.S. 1991, Section 1706, which relates 

to the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority; modifying 

powers of the Authority; deeming certain entry 

neither a trespass nor an entry under certain 

conditions; requiring notice; and declaring an 

emergency. 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     AMENDATORY     69 O.S. 1991, Section 1706, is 

amended to read as follows: 

Section 1706.  (a) The Authority may and it shall be its duty to 

construct grade separations at intersections of any turnpike project 

with state and federal highways, and to change and adjust the lines 

and grades of such highways so as to accommodate the same to the 

design of such grade separation.  The Authority may construct grade 

separations at intersections of turnpike projects with county 

highways and city streets and it shall construct grade separations 

at intersections of any turnpike project with county highways used 

as mail or school bus routes, or section lines which are well used 

and are necessary for convenience of people living in these areas.  

The cost of such grade separations and any damage incurred in 

changing and adjusting the lines and grades of such highways shall 

be ascertained and paid by the Authority as a part of the cost of 

such turnpike project.  
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(b) If the Authority shall find it necessary to change the 

location of any portion of any state or county highway or street of 

a municipality, it shall cause the same to be reconstructed in 

substantially the same type and in as good condition as the original 

highway.  Provided, however, that all changes and adjustments of the 

lines and grades of state highways shall be subject to the approval 

of the Commission.  The cost of such reconstruction and any damage 

incurred in changing the location of any such highway or street 

shall be ascertained and paid by the Authority as a part of the cost 

of such turnpike project.  

(c) In addition to the foregoing powers, the Authority and its 

authorized agents and employees may enter upon any lands, waters, 

and premises in the state for the purpose of making surveys, 

soundings, drillings, and examinations as it may deem necessary or 

convenient for the purposes of this article and such entry shall not 

be deemed a trespass nor shall an entry for such purposes be deemed 

an entry under any condemnation proceedings which may be then 

pending establishing, locating, relocating, constructing, and 

maintaining turnpikes or relocations thereof and facilities 

necessary and incidental thereto.  Such entry shall not be deemed a 

trespass, nor shall an entry for such purpose be deemed an entry 

under any condemnation proceedings which may be then pending; but 

notice shall be given to the owner of or person residing on the 

premises, personally or by registered mail, at least ten (10) days 

prior to such entry.  The Authority shall make reimbursement for any 

actual damages resulting to such lands, waters, and premises as a 

result of such activities.  If any landowner, lessee or tenant shall 

refuse the Authority permission to make such surveys, the Authority 

may acquire a right of entry for such surveys by the condemnation 

procedure herein prescribed. 

(d) The State of Oklahoma hereby consents to the use of all 

lands owned by it, including lands lying under water, which are 
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deemed by the Authority to be necessary for the construction or 

operation of any turnpike project; and the State of Oklahoma shall 

be paid reasonable compensation for the land or property used, such 

compensation to be determined in the manner now provided by law for 

condemnation proceedings. 

SECTION 2.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
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