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Program.  Effective date.  Emergency. 
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STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

2nd Session of the 46th Legislature (1998) 

SENATE BILL NO. 1351 By: Roberts 

 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

An Act relating to schools; creating the Better 

Schools Incentive Grant Program; making  

implementation of certain program contingent upon 

the appropriation of certain funds; requiring 

certain initiative for receipt of certain grants; 

requiring the State Board of Education to 

promulgate certain rules; providing certain 

guidelines for the awarding of certain grants; 

providing priority consideration for certain high 

challenge schools; providing guidelines for the 

expending of certain funds; providing certain 

priority for certain grant recipients seeking 

renewal of certain grant; providing certain 

distribution formula for certain grant; prohibiting 

certain use of certain grant funds; requiring 

certain financial reporting of receipt of certain 

grant; requiring State Board of Education to 

prepare certain report; requiring the State Board 

of Education to contract for certain services; 

stating duties of certain contractor; providing for 

codification; providing an effective date; and 

declaring an emergency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 
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SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 1210.602 of Title 70, unless 

there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  Contingent upon the availability of funds appropriated by 

the Oklahoma State Legislature for the Better Schools Incentive 

Grant Program, beginning with the 1998-99 school year, the State 

Board of Education is authorized to award one or more competitive 

grants to public school districts.  To be eligible for the Better 

Schools Incentive Grant Program a school district must demonstrate, 

through a better schools program initiative, a plan to accomplish 

the following objectives: 

1.  Encourage teachers to receive technology training through 

professional development institutes; 

2.  Provide increased student access to technology and to 

quality computer programs for the purpose of increasing student 

learning; 

3.  Provide for the use of distance learning technologies to 

enrich student course offerings, where possible; 

4.  Increase the number of students taking the college 

preparatory curriculum; 

5.  Encourage and provide support for teachers to obtain 

National Board certification; 

6.  Reduce class sizes in kindergarten through the third grades;  

7.  Design or improve the mechanism by which the school can increase 

its overall responsiveness to parent and student concerns; 

8.  Improve the overall level of student achievement as measured 

pursuant to the Oklahoma School Testing Program Act and the State 

Board of Education policy; 

9.  Increase the average salary for teachers; 

10.  Reduce the student drop-out rate; and 

11.  Increase the number of advanced placement course offerings 

and student enrollment in advanced placement courses. 
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B.  The State Board of Education shall promulgate rules as 

necessary to administer the Better Schools Incentive Grant Program 

and the process by which the grant funding shall be allocated, 

subject to the following considerations: 

1.  Selection of grant recipients shall not be based on the date 

the applications were received, provided that the date is in 

accordance with any deadlines that the State Department of Education 

may impose to aid in the efficient administering of the Program; 

2.  Grants shall be awarded on a competitive basis based on a 

thorough evaluation of the depth and innovativeness of the proposal 

in achieving the objectives as specified in subsection A of this 

section; 

3.  Priority consideration shall be given to applications from 

schools that have been declared high challenge schools pursuant to 

the provisions of subsection B of Section 1210.541 of this title for 

any of the three (3) years prior to the date of application and that 

emphasize classes required for high school graduation and college 

admission; and 

4.  Grant applicants shall: 

a. provide a proposed annual budget, 

b. include an evaluation component that includes an 

annual written self-evaluation, and 

c. incorporate the better schools program initiative into 

the overall school district education plan. 

C.  Funding provided in the grants shall be expended for 

instruction-related personnel, equipment, transportation, materials 

and telecommunications, including but not limited to 

telecommunication equipment, instruction and other materials.  

Funding for grants for telecommunications shall not exceed fifty 

percent (50%) of all grants awarded pursuant to this section.  No 

funds provided shall be used for construction of buildings. 



Req. No. 1835 Page 5 

 

D.  Grant recipients shall have priority, if recommended by the 

better schools technical assistance center as provided for in 

subsection H of this section, and if funds are available, for annual 

renewal of grants by the State Board of Education in amounts and on 

conditions as provided in this section.  If a district receives a 

Better Schools Incentive Grant for three (3) consecutive school 

years and if the program upon evaluation by the better schools 

technical assistance center meets the criteria set forth in 

subsection A of this section, funding shall be as follows: 

1.  Funding for the fourth consecutive school year shall be in 

an amount of fifty percent (50%) of the average amount of grants 

awarded for the program pursuant to this section for the first three 

(3) consecutive school years; 

2.  Funding for the fifth consecutive school year shall be 

awarded only if the program has been state-validated and replicated 

by another district; if funding is awarded, it shall be in the 

amount of twenty-five percent (25%) of the average amount of grants 

awarded to the program pursuant to this section for the first three 

(3) consecutive school years; 

3.  All grants for the fourth and fifth school years as provided 

above shall be matched with local funds or in-kind contributions.  

Programs which received grants continuously for five (5) consecutive 

school years shall not thereafter be eligible for grants pursuant to 

this section. 

E.  School districts that receive Better Schools Incentive 

Grants shall not use the grant funds to supplant budgeted district 

expenditures for programs in existence prior to the effective date 

of this act. 

F.  By September 15 of each school year, all revenue received 

and expended for students participating in the Better Schools 

Incentive Grant Program created in subsection A of this section 

shall be reported by school districts to the State Department of 
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Education by major object codes and by program classifications 

pursuant to the Oklahoma Cost Accounting System as adopted by the 

State Board of Education pursuant to Section 5-135 of this title. 

G.  The State Board of Education shall prepare a Better Schools 

Annual Summary Report on the Better Schools Incentive Grant Program 

to be submitted on or before November 30 of each year to the 

Legislature and the Governor.  The Better Schools Annual Summary 

Report shall include, but not be limited to, a description of the 

administrative services provided by the State Department of 

Education for the implementation of the Program, the application 

process, the number of applications received, the number and amount 

of each grant awarded, and a brief description of each better 

schools program initiative. 

H.  1.  The State Board of Education shall contract for 

technical assistance for evaluation of the effectiveness of the 

Better Schools Incentive Grant Program for an amount not to exceed 

three percent (3%) of the total appropriation for the program by the 

Oklahoma State Legislature.  The technical assistance provider shall 

be an entity located in Oklahoma that has been officially recognized 

by the United States Department of Education to assess and 

facilitate dissemination of validated educational programs in this 

state.  The better schools technical assistance center shall have 

priority, if its operations are deemed satisfactory by the State 

Board of Education and if funds are available, for annual renewal of 

the contract. 

2.  The duties of the better schools technical assistance center 

shall include, but shall not be limited to: 

a. recommending programs to the State Board of Education 

for Better Schools Incentive Grants, 

b. providing technical assistance to districts identified 

by the State Department of Education as eligible for 
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initial grants pursuant to subsection A of this 

section, 

c. providing technical assistance to grant recipients to 

enhance the probability of success of grant-funded 

programs, 

d. providing in-depth program analysis and evaluation of 

grant-funded programs to the State Board of Education 

and the Legislature no later than November 1 following 

the end of the school year in which one or more grant-

funded programs were implemented, and 

e. making recommendations that shall include, but not be 

limited to: 

i. the effectiveness and efficiency of the 

coordination of the program services at each 

program site, 

ii. the degree to which the better schools program 

initiative is incorporated into the overall 

school goals, objectives, and initiatives toward 

increased student learning, and 

      iii. the overall effectiveness of the Better Schools 

Incentive Grant Program in improving student 

achievement statewide. 

SECTION 2.  This act shall become effective July 1, 1998. 

SECTION 3.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
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