
 

 

 

 

 

SHORT TITLE:  Oklahoma Veterinary Practice Act; modifying 

definitions; providing for investigators.  Effective date. 
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STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

2nd Session of the 46th Legislature (1998) 

SENATE BILL NO. 1236 By: Muegge 

 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

An Act relating to the Oklahoma Veterinary Practice 

Act; amending 59 O.S. 1991, Section 698.2, which 

relates to definitions; modifying definitions; 

providing for investigators; providing for 

authority and duties of investigators; stating 

jurisdiction of investigators under certain 

circumstances; regarding investigators as peace 

officers under certain circumstances; providing for 

codification; and providing an effective date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     AMENDATORY     59 O.S. 1991, Section 698.2, is 

amended to read as follows: 

Section 698.2  When used in this act the Oklahoma Veterinary 

Practice Act, these words, phrases or terms, unless the context 

otherwise indicates, shall have the following meanings: 

1.  "Board" means the State Board of Veterinary Medical 

Examiners; 

2.  "Animal" means any animal other than man and includes fowl, 

fish, birds and reptiles, wild or domestic, living or dead; 

3.  "Veterinarian" means a person who has received a degree in 

veterinary medicine or its equivalent from a school of veterinary 

medicine; 
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4.  "Licensed Veterinarian veterinarian" means any veterinarian 

who holds an active license to practice veterinary medicine in this 

state; 

5.  "School of Veterinary Medicine" means any American 

Veterinary Medical Association accredited veterinary college or 

division of a university or college in the United States or Canada, 

or any other college or division of a university outside the United 

States or Canada approved by the Board that offers the degree of 

Doctor of Veterinary Medicine or its equivalent veterinary college 

or division of a university or college that offers the degree of 

doctor of veterinary medicine or its equivalent, which conforms to 

the standards required for accreditation by the American Veterinary 

Medical Association and which is recognized and approved by the 

Board; 

6.  "Veterinary technician" means a person who has graduated 

from a school of animal technology, or its equivalent, approved by 

the Board and who has been certified by the Oklahoma State Board of 

Veterinary Medical Examiners as qualified to practice under the 

direct supervision of a licensed veterinarian; 

7.  "Direct supervision" means directions given to an animal 

technician, nurse, laboratory technician, intern or other employee 

for medical care following the examination of an animal by the 

veterinarian responsible for the professional care of the animal; 

8.  "License" means authorization to practice veterinary 

medicine granted by the Board to an individual found by the Board to 

meet certain requirements pursuant to this act or any other 

applicable statutes; and 

9.  "Certificate" means authorization to practice veterinary 

medicine with certain limitations or restrictions on that practice, 

set by the Board or authorization to perform certain enumerated 

functions peripheral to the practice of veterinary medicine as set 

by the Board; and 
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10.  "ECFVG certificate" means a certificate issued by the 

American Veterinary Medical Association Education Commission for 

Foreign Veterinary Graduates, indicating that the holder has 

demonstrated knowledge and skill equivalent to that possessed by a 

graduate of an accredited or approved college of veterinary 

medicine. 

SECTION 2.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 698.5a of Title 59, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

Investigators for the State Board of Veterinary Medical 

Examiners shall perform such services as are necessary in the 

investigation of criminal activity or preparation of administrative 

actions.  In addition, such investigators shall have the authority 

and duty to investigate and inspect the records of all licensees in 

order to determine that the narcotics and dangerous drug laws and 

regulations have been complied with. 

Should any such investigator be certified as a peace officer by 

the Council on Law Enforcement Education and Training, such 

investigator shall have jurisdiction in any portion of the state 

where the aforesaid duties may take the investigator and shall be 

considered a peace officer and have the powers now or hereafter 

vested by law in peace officers. 

SECTION 3.  This act shall become effective November 1, 1998. 
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