STATE OF OKLAHOMA
1st Session of the 46th Legislature (1997)

HOUSE BILL NO. 1143 By: Beutler

AS INTRODUCED
An Act relating to intoxicating liquors; amending 37

0.S. 1991, Section 246, as amended by Section 43,
Chapter 274, 0.S.L. 1995 (37 0.S. Supp. 1996,
Section 246), which relates to consumption or
possession of low-point beer by persons under
twenty-one years of age; clarifying language; and

providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 37 0.5. 1991, Section 246, as
amended by Section 43, Chapter 274, 0.S.L. 1995 (37 0.S. Supp. 199¢,
Section 246), is amended to read as follows:

Section 246. A. No person under twenty-one (21) years of age
shall consume or possess with the intent to consume low-point beer,
as defined in Section 163.2 of this title, in any public place. It
shall be unlawful for any person under twenty-one (21) years of age
to purchase or attempt to purchase low-point beer, as defined in
Section 163.2 of this title, except under supervision of law
enforcement officers. Any person violating any of the provisions of
this section shall be guilty, upon conviction, of a misdemeanor and
punished by a fine not to exceed One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) or by

appropriate community service not to exceed twenty (20) hours.



Provided, the provisions of this section shall not apply when such
persons are under the direct supervision of their parent or
guardian, but in no instance shall this exception be interpreted to
allow such persons to consume such beverages in any place licensed
to dispense low-point beer as provided in Section 163.11 of this
title.

B. If the premises of a holder of a license to sell low-point
beer contains a separate or enclosed bar area which has as its main
purpose the sale or serving of low-point beer for consumption on the
premises, no person under twenty-one (21) years of age shall enter,
attempt to enter, or remain in said area. The provisions of this
subsection shall not prohibit persons under twenty-one (21) years of
age from entering or remaining in an area which has as its main
purpose some objective other than the sale or serving of low-point
beer, in which sales or serving of said beverages are incidental to
the main purpose, if the persons under twenty-one (21) years of age
are not sold or served or do not consume low-point beer anywhere on
the premises; however, the incidental service of food in the bar
area shall not exempt persons under twenty-one (21) years of age
from the provisions of this subsection. Any person convicted of
violating the provisions of this subsection shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and punished by a fine not to exceed One Hundred Dollars
($100.00) .

C. A violation of the provisions of this section shall not be a
basis for instituting juvenile proceedings to determine if a person
under eighteen (18) years of age is a delinquent ehidd juvenile;
however, if a person under eighteen (18) years of age habitually
violates the provisions of this section, juvenile proceedings may be
brought to determine if the person is a delinquent ehidd juvenile.

A person under eighteen (18) years of age who has been convicted of
violating the provisions of this section shall be subject to the

penalty provisions provided in this section.
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SECTION 2. This act shall become effective November 1, 1997.
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