ENROLLED SENATE

RESOLUTION NO. 26 By: Robinson, Brown, Cain, Campbell, Capps,
Dickerson, Douglass, Dunlap, Easley, Fair, Fisher, Ford, Gustafson,
Haney, Harrison, Helton, Hendrick, Henry, Herbert, Hobson, Horner,
Kerr, Laughlin, Leftwich, Littlefield, Long, Maddox, Martin, Mickle,
Milacek, Monson, Morgan, Muegge, Price, Rabon, Roberts, Rozell,
Shurden, Smith, Snyder, Stipe, Taylor, Weedn, Wilcoxson, Wilkerson,
Williams, Williamson and Wright

A Resolution supporting child abuse prevention; proclaiming
April 23, 1997, as Child Abuse Prevention Day; and
directing distribution.

WHEREAS, the creation of a safe and healthy environment in which
to nurture our children is a worthy goal for our state, and we must
assist in providing the children with hope and enthusiasm for their
future; and

WHEREAS, in support of this goal, many charitable and volunteer
groups, and federal, state, and local agencies are offering programs
which address the most pressing needs of Oklahoma's children.
Examples of programs which are working include the pilot "Healthy
Families Oklahoma" project in Shawnee, and the "First Steps" program
in Tulsa; and

WHEREAS, in spite of the success of programs such as these, in
the last year more than 40,916 cases were investigated in our state
and 11,646 cases of child abuse were confirmed. 1In the past ten
years, 296 children died of neglect or were killed by child abusers
in Oklahoma alone; and

WHEREAS, the epidemic of child abuse destroys, forever, the
lives of countless Oklahoma children; and if even one child in
Oklahoma experiences the trauma of physical or emotional abuse, the
future well-being of our state is at risk.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE 1ST SESSION
OF THE 46TH OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE:

THAT the Oklahoma State Senate supports the goal of the creation
of a safe and healthy environment in which to nurture our children.
THAT the Oklahoma State Senate proclaims April 23, 1997, as

Child Abuse Prevention Day.

THAT a copy of this resolution be distributed to the Oklahoma
Committee to Prevent Child Abuse and the Office of Child Abuse
Prevention of the State Department of Health.

Adopted by the Senate the 23rd day of April, 1997.

President of the Senate
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