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BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     AMENDATORY     70 O.S. 1991, Section 3-116, as 

last amended by Section 24, Chapter 322, O.S.L. 1995 (70 O.S. Supp. 

1996, Section 3-116), is amended to read as follows: 

Section 3-116.  A.  There is hereby created the Education 

Oversight Board.  The membership of the Education Oversight Board 

shall consist of: 

1.  The Chairperson of the Education Committee of the Oklahoma 

House of Representatives; 

2.  The Chairperson of the Education Committee of the Senate; 

3.  One member Two members who is are not a legislator 

legislators, appointed by the Governor; 

4.  One member Two members, who is are not a legislator 

legislators, appointed by the Speaker of the Oklahoma House of 

Representatives; and 

5.  One member Two members, who is are not a legislator 

legislators, appointed by the President Pro Tempore of the Senate. 

The two Education Committee Chairpersons shall serve as members 

of the Board as long as each holds that position in such 
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chairperson's respective house.  The terms of the appointed members 

shall be staggered.  The initial term of the member members 

appointed by the Governor shall expire on June 30, 1996.  The 

initial term of the first member appointed by the President Pro 

Tempore of the Senate shall expire on June 30, 1995.  The initial 

term of the first member appointed by the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives shall expire on June 30, 1994.  The initial term of 

the second member appointed by the President Pro Tempore of the 

Senate shall expire on June 30, 2001.  The initial term of the 

second member appointed by the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives shall expire on June 30, 2000.  After expiration of 

the initial terms, the terms of the three six appointed members 

shall be three (3) five (5) years and shall begin on July 1 of the 

year the preceding term expires.  No more than one appointed member 

may reside in any one Congressional District, county, city or town.  

If a vacancy occurs, the vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired 

term in the same manner as the office was previously filled. 

B.  A chairperson and vice-chairperson shall be elected annually 

from the membership of the Board.  A quorum which shall consist of 

three voting members must be present for the transaction of any 

business.  Members shall be reimbursed for travel in the performance 

of their official duties in accordance with the State Travel 

Reimbursement Act. 

C.  The Education Oversight Board shall have oversight over 

implementation of: 

1.  The provisions of Enrolled House Bill No. 1017 of the 1st 

Extraordinary Session of the 42nd Oklahoma Legislature; and 

2.  The provisions of the Oklahoma Teacher Preparation Act. 

D.  The Education Oversight Board shall govern the operation of 

the Office of Accountability created in Section 3-117 of this title.  

The Secretary of Education shall be the chief executive officer of 

the Office of Accountability. 
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SECTION 2.     AMENDATORY     70 O.S. 1991, Section 3-117, is 

amended to read as follows: 

Section 3-117.  There is hereby created the Office of 

Accountability.  Said office shall be under the direction of the 

Education Oversight Board.  The State Board of Education is hereby 

directed to support the Office of Accountability from a designated 

line item within the budget of the State Board and without cost to 

the Office of Accountability or of Education.  Each year the 

Education Oversight Board shall approve a proposed budget for the 

Office of Accountability for the following fiscal year.  This 

proposed amount shall be provided to the State Department of 

Education for use as the Office of Accountability's line item amount 

in that agency's proposed budget for the next fiscal year.  The 

Office of Accountability, its personnel, budget, and expenditure of 

funds shall be solely under the direction of the Education Oversight 

Board. 

SECTION 3.     AMENDATORY      70 O.S. 1991, Section 3-118, is 

amended to read as follows: 

Section 3-118.  The Secretary of Education shall: 

1.  Oversee the Office of Accountability; 

2.  Employ necessary personnel according to procedures 

established for the employment of personnel for by the State 

Department of Education Office of Personnel Management; 

3.  Monitor the efforts of the public school districts to comply 

with the provisions of this act and of Senate Bill No. 183 of the 

1st Session of the 42nd Oklahoma Legislature which relate to common 

education; 

4.  Identify districts not making satisfactory progress toward 

compliance with said provisions and recommend appropriate corrective 

actions to the State Board of Education concerning each district so 

identified; 
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5.  Have executive responsibility for the Oklahoma Educational 

Indicators Program and the annual report required of the State Board 

of Education pursuant to Section 1210.531 of Title 70 of the 

Oklahoma Statutes this title; 

6.  Review and make periodic public comment on the progress and 

effectiveness of the State Board and State Department of Education, 

the Office of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, other 

bodies created by this act, and the public schools of this state 

concerning the implementation of the provisions of this act and of 

Enrolled Senate Bill No. 183 of the 1st Session of the 42nd Oklahoma 

Legislature which relate to common education; 

7.  Analyze the revenues for all systems of education and the 

expenditure of common education revenue, giving close attention to 

expenditures for administrative expenses relating to the common 

schools; 

8.  Make reports to the public concerning these matters whenever 

appropriate; and 

9.  Submit recommendations regarding funding for education or 

statutory changes to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

the President Pro Tempore of the Senate and the Governor whenever 

appropriate. 

SECTION 4.     AMENDATORY     70 O.S. 1991, Section 1210.531, as 

last amended by Section 6, Chapter 232, O.S.L. 1994 (70 O.S. Supp. 

1996, Section 1210.531), is amended to read as follows: 

Section 1210.531  A.  The State Board of Education Oversight 

Board shall establish an Oklahoma Educational Indicators Program.  

The purpose of the Program shall be to develop and implement a 

system of measures whereby the performance of public schools and 

school districts is assessed and reported without undue reliance 

upon any single type of indicator, and whereby the public, including 

students and parents, may be made aware of the proper meaning and 

use of any tests administered under the Oklahoma School Testing 
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Program Act, relative accomplishments of the public schools, and of 

progress being achieved.  The Board shall involve representatives of 

various organizations of school teachers and of school 

administrators in the development of the Program.  The Program shall 

be so designed that use of standardized definitions and measures and 

opportunities for coordination with national reports, including 

those of the National Assessment of Educational Progress, are 

maximized. 

B.  The Oklahoma Educational Indicators Program shall present 

information for comparisons of graduation rates, dropout rates, 

pupil-teacher ratios, student enrollment gain and loss rates, and 

test results in the contexts of socioeconomic status and the 

finances of school districts.  Information shall be provided 

individually for all public schools and school districts in a format 

that facilitates comparisons.  As the necessary data becomes 

available, comparisons shall also be provided individually for all 

schools and school districts on a historical basis.  Reports of 

first-grade readiness assessments and of all tests administered 

pursuant to the Oklahoma School Testing Program Act, Section 

1210.505 et seq. of Title 70 of the Oklahoma Statutes this title, 

shall be a part of the Oklahoma Educational Indicators Program and 

shall be provided for each grade and each test subject or section.  

The State Board of Education Oversight Board shall seek to develop 

and incorporate additional indicators of comparative standing and 

accomplishment. 

C.  Additionally, the State Board of Education Oversight Board, 

with the cooperation of the Oklahoma State Department of Education 

and the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, and the State 

Board of Vocational and Technical Education, shall develop 

procedures for obtaining and reporting data to the high schools and 

to the general public regarding the performance of each high 

school's graduates in Oklahoma's institutions of higher education 
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and in postsecondary vocational-technical education.  The State 

Board of Education Oversight Board shall include such data in the 

report of the Oklahoma Educational Indicators Program. 

D.  By February 1 of each year the State Board of Education 

Oversight Board shall publish a summary report to the people of 

Oklahoma of the information provided by the Oklahoma Educational 

Indicators Program.  Immediately following the publication of the 

summary report each year, all data gathered pursuant to the Oklahoma 

Educational Indicators Program shall be made available for public 

inspection at the offices of the State Board or State Department of 

Education Oversight Board or the Office of Accountability; provided, 

confidentiality of individual student records shall be preserved as 

required by law. 

   SECTION 5.     AMENDATORY     Section 6, Chapter 322, O.S.L. 

1995 (70 O.S. Supp. 1996, Section 6-185), is amended to read as 

follows: 

Section 6-185.  A.  The following competencies and methods shall 

be incorporated into the programs approved by the Oklahoma 

Commission for Teacher Preparation for the competency-based teacher 

preparation system provided for the Oklahoma Teacher Preparation 

Act: 

1.  The teacher preparation system shall include, but not be 

limited to, the following competencies: 

a. excellence in the arts and sciences, 

b. an in-depth knowledge of the subject matter to be 

taught, 

c. the ability to identify and cultivate talent and 

potential in students, 

d. an understanding of child and human development, 

e. teaching skills developed through a variety of 

learning experiences, 

f. the ability to interact effectively with all students, 
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g. skills necessary for working with parents, guardians 

and custodians of students in the education process, 

h. skills necessary to involve the community in 

education, and 

i. skills to foster teamwork within and among schools; 

2.  The preservice program shall include the following methods 

to achieve the competencies listed in paragraph 1 of this 

subsection: 

a. require teacher candidates to study arts and    

sciences at the undergraduate level, 

b. require secondary and elementary/secondary teacher 

candidates to have undergraduate majors, or their 

equivalents, in a subject area, and require teacher 

candidates in early childhood, elementary, and special 

education to have subject area concentrations which 

allow qualification as a generalist, 

c. require teacher candidates to study the individuality 

of students, the capacity of students to learn and the 

process of learning, 

d. integrate curriculum from other disciplines with the    

education curriculum, 

e. require teacher candidates to have training 

experiences and personal contact with parents, 

guardians or custodians of school-age children, 

f. require teacher candidates to have community 

involvement experience, and 

g. structure courses so as to require teamwork 

activities; 

3.  Prior to July 1, 1997, the State Board of Education, and on 

and after July 1, 1997, the Oklahoma Commission for Teacher 

Preparation shall not require more than a four-year program of one 

hundred twenty-four (124) semester hours to complete a teacher 
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education degree.  Provided, any program approved by the State Board 

of Education prior to July 1, 1995, which requires more hours may 

continue to require such hours.  Any program approved prior to July 

1, 1995, which requires more than one hundred twenty-four (124) 

semester hours for a teacher education degree shall implement 

requirements for this program without additional hours. 

B.  It is the intent of the Legislature that institutions of 

higher education which offer teacher education programs hold such 

programs accountable for meeting the licensure and certification 

competencies approved by the State Board of Education.  It is the 

intent of the Legislature that the teacher education programs 

incorporate a curriculum to achieve the competency-based system and 

include integration of the teacher preparation curricula with the 

arts and sciences departments curricula.  Each institution of higher 

education which seeks accreditation or approval for its teacher 

education program shall develop an institution plan which follows 

the State Board of Education competencies for licensure and 

certification.  In developing such institution plans, the higher 

education institution shall establish a process which seeks 

information and input from teacher preparation faculty, faculty from 

arts and sciences and other programs and disciplines which are 

appropriate, students within the teacher education program, 

teachers, administrators, parents, guardians or custodians of 

students and business and community leaders.  Each institution shall 

hold an annual public forum subject to the provisions of the 

Oklahoma Open Meeting Act regarding the content of the institution 

plan at which public comment on either the institution's teacher 

preparation plan or program is solicited.  The institution's plan 

shall be accessible to any interested party under the Oklahoma Open 

Records Act.  No institution of higher education's teacher education 

program shall be approved by the Commission unless the institution 

plan has been approved by that institution's governing board.  
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Initial institution plans shall be filed with the Oklahoma 

Commission for Teacher Preparation by January 1, 1997, and as 

required by the Commission thereafter.  The Oklahoma State Regents 

for Higher Education may facilitate the development of institution 

plans to assist institutions of higher education. 

SECTION 6.  This act shall become effective July 1, 1997. 

SECTION 7.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
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