
Req. No. 9432Page 1 

 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

2nd Session of the 46th Legislature (1998) 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE 

FOR 

HOUSE BILL NO. 2896 By: Eddins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE 

 

An Act relating to schools; amending Section 1, Chapter 

393, O.S.L. 1992 (70 O.S. Supp. 1997, Section 8003), 

which relates to duties of the Literacy Initiatives 

Commission; stating duties of the Oklahoma Department of 

Libraries; directing the Department of Libraries to work 

with the State Department of Education on certain 

programs; deleting certain responsibilitites of certain 

agencies; deleting certain responsibilities of the 

Literacy Initiatives Commissions; creating the Adult 

Literacy Advisory Commission; stating duties of the 

Commission; providing for membership of the Commission; 

providing for officers and meetings; providing for 

staffing; providing for travel reimbursement; repealing 

70 O.S. 1991, Section 8001, as amended by Section 1, 

Chapter 111, O.S.L. 1994, and 8002 (70 O.S. Supp. 1997, 

Section 8001), which relate to the Literacy Initiatives 

Commission; providing for codification; providing an 

effective date; and declaring an emergency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     AMENDATORY     Section 1, Chapter 393, O.S.L. 

1992 (70 O.S. Supp. 1997, Section 8003), is amended to read as 

follows: 

Section 8003.  A.  It shall be the duty of the Oklahoma 

Department of Libraries to encourage, assist and coordinate public 

agencies, volunteers and the private sector in efforts to improve 

adult literacy in the state.  The Department of Libraries shall 

coordinate and work with the State Department of Education on 
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adult basic education programs developed and initiated by the 

State Department of Education. 

B.  It is the intent of the Legislature that the Center for 

the Study of Literacy located at Northeastern State University be 

responsible for: 

1.  Establishment of a clearinghouse for the exchange of 

information and sharing of ideas regarding successful literacy 

programs and opportunities for funding; 

2.  In cooperation with the Department of Education and the 

Department of Libraries, provision of assistance for the writing 

of applications for grants related to literacy; 

3.  Establishment of a statewide directory of literacy 

programs and related services, sorted by county and cross-

referenced with support services, with the Clearinghouse for 

Literacy responsible for gathering, maintaining and disseminating 

the referral directory. 

B.  The State Department of Education, Adult and Community 

Educators; Private Industry Councils; Area Vocational Technical 

Schools; Department of Human Services; Department of Corrections; 

Oklahoma Employment Security Commission; Oklahoma Department of 

Libraries; community colleges and other institutions of higher 

education, and community-based organizations such as the Oklahoma 

Literacy Council shall be responsible for creation of a screening 

system for identification of persons most in need of assistance in 

becoming literate. 

C.  The Literacy Initiatives Commission in collaboration with 

the State Department of Education and the State Department of 

Libraries Literacy Office shall be responsible for: 

1.  Initiating a public awareness campaign to inform the 

public and private sector of literacy needs and available 

services; 

2.  Continuing and strengthening community-based pilot 

projects in both public and private sectors in urban and rural 

areas; 
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3.  Continuing and strengthening programs for providing 

private sector employment incentives for unemployed and 

underemployed persons who complete appropriate literacy programs; 

4.  Development of a flyer to provide information regarding 

screening, assessment and referral resources at the state, 

regional and local levels; 

5.  Establishing the official definition for literacy in 

Oklahoma:  The term "literacy" shall mean the ability to use such 

skills as reading, writing, speaking and computing, necessary to 

communicate and contribute effectively as family and community 

members, citizens, consumers and job holders, to continue the 

lifelong learning process; 

6.  Establishment of coordinated data gathering processes, 

including systems for tracing the progress of those having 

identified needs and the subsequent accomplishments in employment 

and education of persons completing literacy programs; 

7.  Development of strategies for the recruitment and training 

of greater numbers of volunteers, including college students, and 

for the focusing of volunteer efforts where needs are greatest; 

8.  Establishing Regional Literacy Coordinating Committees, 

using existing service delivery areas as geographical boundaries 

and following the membership pattern of the Literacy Initiatives 

Commission to coordinate literacy efforts under the guidance of 

the Literacy Initiatives Commission; and 

9.  Establishment of a Literacy Initiatives Commission 

coordinator to facilitate the Commission, with the Secretary of 

Education remaining as the Commission Chair. 

D.  The Department of Education in cooperation with the 

Department of Libraries Literacy Office shall be responsible for 

providing technical assistance to the Literacy Initiatives 

Commission. 

  SECTION 2.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 8004 of Title 70, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  There is hereby created the Adult Literacy Advisory 

Commission.  The Commission shall be an advisory body on issues 
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related to adult literacy.  The Commission shall review and make 

recommendations on proposals and programs relating to adult 

literacy and shall advise the Oklahoma Department of Libraries on 

proposals and programs initiated by the Department relating to 

adult literacy.  The Commission shall also make recommendations 

for and foster the development of adult literacy initiatives.  The 

Commission shall make recommendations to the Oklahoma Department 

of Libraries on the expenditure of funds on adult literacy 

initiatives. 

B.  The Adult Literacy Advisory Commission shall be composed 

of the following members: 

1.  One member who is employed in the Lifelong Learning 

Division of the State Department of Education to be appointed by 

the Superintendent of Public Instruction; 

2. One member who is employed by the State Department of 

Vocational and Technical Education and who works in adult 

education to be appointed by the Director of the State Department 

of Vocational and Technical Education; 

3.  One member who is employed in the Literacy Resource Office 

of the Oklahoma Department of Libraries to be appointed by the 

Director of the Oklahoma Department of Libraries; 

4.  One member who is employed by the Oklahoma Educational 

Television Authority and who works with the literacy channel to be 

appointed by the executive director of the Oklahoma Educational 

Televisions Authority; 

5.  Six members who are volunteers with local adult literacy 

programs, one from each Congressional District in the state, to be 

appointed as follows: 

a. two members to be appointed by the Speaker of the 

House of Representatives, one who is a resident of 

the Fourth Congressional District and one who is a 

resident of the Fifth Congressional District.  One 

member shall be a representative of adult literacy 

programs affiliated with a local library and one 

member shall be a representative of unaffiliated 

adult literacy programs, 
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b. two members to be appointed by the President Pro 

Tempore of the Senate, one who is a resident of the 

Second Congressional District and one who is a 

resident of the Third Congressional District.  One 

member shall be a representative of adult literacy 

programs affiliated with a local library and one 

member shall be a representative of unaffiliated 

adult literacy programs, and 

c. two members to be appointed by the Governor, one who 

is a resident of the First Congressional District 

and one who is a resident of the Sixth Congressional 

District.  One member shall be a representative of 

adult literacy programs affiliated with a local 

library and one member shall be a representative of 

unaffiliated adult literacy programs; 

6.  Two members who represent a business or industry which 

operate literacy programs, one to be appointed by the Speaker of 

the House of Representatives and one to be appointed by the 

President Pro Tempore of the Senate; and 

7.  Three members appointed at large, one by the Speaker of 

the House of Representatives, one by the President Pro Tempore of 

the Senate and one by the Governor. 

C.  The Commission shall elect a chair other officers of the 

Commission at the first meeting.  The Oklahoma Department of 

Libraries shall call the first meeting of the Commission no later 

than September 1, 1998.  Subsequent meetings shall be at the call 

of the chair. 

D.  Staffing, meeting space, equipment, supplies and other 

resources necessary for the Commission shall be provided by the 

Oklahoma Department of Libraries. 

E.  Members of the Commission shall receive no compensation 

for serving on the Commission, but shall receive travel 

reimbursement as follows: 

1.  State agency employees who are members of the Commission 

shall be reimbursed by their respective agencies for their 
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necessary travel expenses incurred in the performance of their 

duties in accordance with the State Travel Reimbursement Act; and 

2.  All other Commission members shall be reimbursed by the 

Oklahoma Department of Libraries for travel expenses incurred in 

the performance of their duties in accordance with the State 

Travel Reimbursement Act. 

SECTION 3.     REPEALER     70 O.S. 1991, Sections 8001, as 

amended by Section 1, Chapter 111, O.S.L. 1994 and 8002 (70 O.S. 

Supp. 1997, Section 8001), are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 4.  This act shall become effective July 1, 1998. 

SECTION 5.  It being immediately necessary for the 

preservation of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency 

is hereby declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take 

effect and be in full force from and after its passage and 

approval. 
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