SHORT TITLE: Honoring the memory of fallen law enforcement
officers; declaring the third week in May 1995 as Law Enforcement
Memorial Week in the State of Oklahoma; distribution.



STATE OF OKLAHOMA
1st Session of the 45th Legislature (1995)
SENATE

RESOLUTION NO. 22 By: Helton, Wilkerson and
Littlefield

AS INTRODUCED

A Resolution honoring the memory of fallen law enforcement
officers; declaring the third week in May as Law
Enforcement Memorial Week in the State of Oklahoma; and
directing distribution.

WHEREAS, the Law Enforcement Memorial Association was founded in
1980 to compile a detailed, accurate and documented list of police
officers who died in the line of duty, establish a memorial museum
and library and publish a memorial book. Membership is composed of
current and former law enforcement officers, lineal descendants of
slain officers, and interested individuals; and

WHEREAS, when the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial was
dedicated at the beginning of this decade there was a list of more
than 13,000 law enforcement officers who fell in the line of duty.
Each year the names of hundreds more American law enforcement
officers are added in the memory of those who made the ultimate
sacrifice to preserve and protect the American citizenry; and

WHEREAS, collectively law enforcement officers are called the
"Thin Blue Line", a thin blue line that forms a buffer against
chaos, against the worst impulses of this society, a shield that
many do not think about until it is raised in their defense. The
safety of our citizens in their homes, where they pray, where they
play and where they work all depends on the Thin Blue Line; and

WHEREAS, to quote President Clinton in his remarks at the

National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial ceremony on May 13, 1993,
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"We honor these valiant men and women not for dying, because death
comes to us all eventually. We honor them for how they died and how
they lived. 1In life they gave us aid when we were helpless,
shielded us when we were vulnerable, lifted us when we had fallen,
gave us comfort when we were afraid. 1In rooting out the lawless,
they preserved our order. They were our fathers and sons, our
brothers and sisters, our mothers and daughters. They were our
friends. Their contribution cannot be measured nor properly honored
by their President or any other citizen except to say a simple thank
you and to give a prayer to God for their souls. They will be
remembered as all of you knew them, standing tall and ready, the
sentinels of our liberty. Let us live in ways that will honor their
ultimate contribution to our lives"; and

WHEREAS, there were law enforcement officials killed at the
bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City on
April 19, 1995; and

WHEREAS, more than 500 law enforcement officials have lost their
lives defending the populace of both the State of Oklahoma and its
predecessor Indian Territory. On Friday May 19, 1995, at 10 o'clock
in the morning, slightly more than a month after the Oklahoma City
bombing, there will be a special service honoring fellow Oklahoma
Law Enforcement Officers held at the Law Enforcement Memorial at the
Department of Public Safety in Oklahoma City.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE 1ST SESSION
OF THE 45TH OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE:

THAT the Oklahoma State Senate honors the memory of all law
enforcement officers who have fallen in the line of duty, especially
those Oklahomans or those in Oklahoma who laid down their lives to
protect others.

THAT the Oklahoma State Senate declares the third week in May

1995 as Law Enforcement Memorial Week in the State of Oklahoma.
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THAT copies of this resolution be distributed to the Law
Enforcement Memorial Association and the Oklahoma State Department
of Public Safety for distribution to the Oklahoma Sheriffs
Association, the Oklahoma Association of Chiefs of Police, the
Oklahoma State Fraternal Order of Police, and all other appropriate

organizations.
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