
 

 

 

 

SHORT TITLE:  Providing legislative authority to revoke city 

charters. 
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STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

1st Session of the 45th Legislature (1995) 

SENATE JOINT 

RESOLUTION NO. 1 By: Ford 

 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

A Joint Resolution directing the Secretary of State to 

refer to the people for their approval or rejection a 

proposed amendment to Section 3(a) of Article XVIII of the 

Constitution of the State of Oklahoma; providing certain 

legislative authority; providing ballot title; and 

directing filing. 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

1ST SESSION OF THE 45TH OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE: 

SECTION 1.  The Secretary of State shall refer to the people for 

their approval or rejection, as and in the manner provided by law, 

the following proposed amendment to Section 3(a) of Article XVIII of 

the Constitution of the State of Oklahoma to read as follows: 

Section 3(a).  Any city containing a population of more than two 

thousand inhabitants may frame a charter for its own government, 

consistent with and subject to the Constitution and laws of this 

State, by causing a board of freeholders, composed of two from each 

ward, who shall be qualified electors of said city, to be elected by 

the qualified electors of said city, at any general or special 

election, whose duty it shall be, within ninety days after such 

election, to prepare and propose a charter for such city, which 

shall be signed in duplicate by the members of such board or a 

majority of them, and returned, one copy of said charter to the 

chief executive officer of such city, and the other to the Register 

of Deeds of the county in which said city shall be situated.  The 

Legislature shall have the authority to revoke such charter.  Such 

proposed charter shall then be published in one or more newspapers 
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published and of general circulation within said city, for at least 

twenty-one days, if in a daily paper, or in three consecutive 

issues, if in a weekly paper, and the first publication shall be 

made within twenty days after the completion of the charter; and 

within thirty days, and not earlier than twenty days after such 

publication, it shall be submitted to the qualified electors of said 

city at a general or special election, and if a majority of such 

qualified electors voting thereon shall ratify the same, it shall 

thereafter be submitted to the Governor for his approval, and the 

Governor shall approve the same if it shall not be in conflict with 

the Constitution and laws of this State.  Upon such approval it 

shall become the organic law of such city and supersede any existing 

charter and all amendments thereof and all ordinances inconsistent 

with it.  A copy of such charter, certified by the chief executive 

officer, and authenticated by the seal of such city, setting forth 

the submission of such charter to the electors and its ratification 

by them shall, after the approval of such charter by the Governor, 

be made in duplicate and deposited, one in the office of the 

Secretary of State, and the other, after being recorded in the 

office of said Register of Deeds, shall be deposited in the archives 

of the city; and thereafter all courts shall take judicial notice of 

said charter.  The charter so ratified may be amended by proposals 

therefor, submitted by the legislative authority of the city to the 

qualified electors thereof (or by petition as hereinafter provided) 

at a general or special election, and ratified by a majority of the 

qualified electors voting thereon, and approved by the Governor as 

herein provided for the approval of the charter.  

SECTION 2.  The Ballot Title for the proposed Constitutional 

amendment as set forth in SECTION 1 of this resolution shall be in 

the following form: 

BALLOT TITLE 

Legislative Referendum No. ____ State Question No. ____ 
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THE GIST OF THE PROPOSITION IS AS FOLLOWS: 

This measure amends Section 3(a) Article 18 of the State 

Constitution.  At present, the Legislature cannot revoke a city 

charter.  This measure would give the members the power to 

revoke such a charter. 

SHALL THIS AMENDMENT BE APPROVED BY THE PEOPLE? 

     

/  / YES, FOR THE AMENDMENT 

     

/  / NO, AGAINST THE AMENDMENT 

 

SECTION 3.  The President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall, 

immediately after the passage of this resolution, prepare and file 

one copy thereof, including the Ballot Title set forth in SECTION 2 

hereof, with the Secretary of State and one copy with the Attorney 

General. 
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