SHORT TITLE: 1Insurance; providing for freedom of choice of
pharmacies and pharmacists for certain beneficiaries; effective
date.



STATE OF OKLAHOMA

1st Session of the 45th Legislature (1995)

SENATE BILL NO. 30 Herbert

By:

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to insurance;

amending Section 3,

Chapter 141,

0.S5.L.

1994

(36 O0.S.

Supp .

1994,

Section 3634.3),

which relates to health insurance

plans or policies or health maintenance
organizations for prescription drugs; prohibiting
certain prohibitions or limitations of selections
of pharmacies or pharmacists and denying certain
participation by providers; providing for
professional misconduct for certain actions;
and

requiring certain fee or payment equality;

providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY Section 3, Chapter 141, 0.S.L.
1994 (36 0.S. Supp. 1994, Section 3634.3), is amended to read as
follows:

Section 3634.3 A. A health insurance plan or policy or health
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1. Prohibit or limit in the State of Oklahoma any person who is

a participant or beneficiary of the policy or plan from selecting a
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pharmacy or pharmacist of that person's choice who has agreed to

participate in the plan according to the terms offered by the

insurer; or

2. Deny a pharmacy or pharmacist the right to participate as a

contract provider under the policy or plan if the pharmacy or

pharmacist agrees to provide pharmacy services, including but not

limited to prescription drugs, that meet the terms and requirements

set forth by the insurer under the policy or plan and agrees to the

terms of reimbursement set forth by the insurer.
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Since a copayment is implemented by an insurer to discourage over -

utilization of a covered service by the insured, it constitutes

unprofessional conduct for a pharmacy or pharmacist to waive,

discount, rebate or in any way distort the designated copayment of

any insurer plan or patient's co-insurance portion of a prescription

medication coverage plan.

C T nir 72 o2 no £ + 1 o eV ] n o ~ 11 n 1 A~ sz o ~ 1 4+
. [ S A LJJ_UV T T ITTWO = CTT1IO = IO TT [0 0 ., e e T T Lal.r/b/_L_Y Ay T T LT CTIT
irachranca 1wl oe NG I ISP TG AR, I S, AN P S SN YN I S [N, IS
RSy rance—prah—o¥r—Po+E r—Aaeattr—motnteran rgantzatiron—EhRat

B

D
t_l
)

B
ar

nhaormanssz A+
PrrorreTter TV

to¥r¥k No insurer may impose upon a

o))
|__|
i
@
3
gl
'.:

beneficiary any copayment, fee or condition that is not equally

imposed upon all beneficiaries in the plan.

SECTION 2. This act shall become effective November 1, 1995.
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