
 

 

 

 

 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

2nd Session of the 45th Legislature (1996) 

HOUSE BILL NO. 2966 By: Glover 

 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

An Act relating to professions and occupations; 

amending 59 O.S. 1991, Section 328.31, which 

relates to the State Dental Act; providing for 

certain professional entities; specifying licensure 

requirements; requiring registrations; specifying 

duties of the Board of Governors of the Registered 

Dentists of Oklahoma relating to professional 

entities; providing for issuance of certain 

certificates; providing for enforcement; and 

providing an effective date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     AMENDATORY     59 O.S. 1991, Section 328.31, is 

amended to read as follows: 

Section 328.31  No dentist shall practice dentistry under the 

name of a corporation, company, clinic, parlor, studio, institute, 

association or trade name or other title that may suggest a public 

or semipublic activity, except as hereinafter provided.  Any person 

or persons owning, running, operating, or controlling any room, 

rooms, or office where dentistry is performed, provided or 

contracted for, who shall employ, keep or retain any unlicensed or 
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unregistered person or persons and who shall fail, within ten (10) 

days after demand by the Board of Governors, in writing sent by 

registered mail, addressed to any such person or persons at said 

room or office, to furnish to said Board of Governors the names and 

addresses of all persons practicing or assisting in the practice of 

dentistry in his place of business or under his control, together 

with a sworn statement showing by what license or authority said 

persons are practicing dentistry or assisting in the practice of 

dentistry, shall be subject to discipline as provided herein, and, 

in addition to the remedies provided herein, the writ of injunction 

is made available to the Board of Governors for the enforcement of 

this act. No corporation, except as herein provided, shall practice 

dentistry or dental hygiene, or engage therein, or hold itself out 

as being entitled to practice the same, or furnish dental services 

or dentists, or dental hygienists, or advertise under or assume the 

title of dentists or dental hygienists or equivalent title, or 

furnish dental advice for any compensation, or advertise or hold 

itself out with any other person or alone, that it has or owns a 

dental office or can furnish dental service, dentists or dental 

hygienists, or solicit through itself, or its agents, officers, 

employees, directors or trustees, dental patronage for any dentists 

or dental hygienists employed by any corporation.  No person or 

persons shall own or be interested in or manage any office for the 

practice of dentistry in any location and operate them under their 

own name with employed dentist or dentists.  No person or persons 

shall be associated or connected with, in any manner, any offices or 

rooms where the profession of dentistry is practiced, unless such 

person or persons shall be actually engaged for the major portion of 

their time in the practice of dentistry at such office or rooms; 

provided, however, that the provisions of this paragraph shall not 

apply where a member hereof shall choose to practice dentistry, 

under his own name, without an employed dentist one or more days of 
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a given week or month in different locations.  Provided, however, 

nothing in this section shall prevent one or more dentists from 

incorporating their practice in a professional corporation in 

accordance with the provisions of Title 18, Chapter 18, Oklahoma 

Statutes, known as A.  Professional entities formed pursuant to the 

Professional Corporation Entity Act, for the purpose of rendering 

professional services by a dentist, shall be subject to all of the 

provisions of the State Dental Act, except that professional 

entities shall not be required to obtain a license from the Board.  

Individuals who hold a license issued by the Board shall be 

responsible, pursuant to the State Dental Act, for their personal 

conduct without regard to the fact that they are acting as an owner, 

manager, agent or employee of, or the holder of an interest in, a 

professional entity. 

B.  Professional entities formed for the purpose of rendering 

professional services by a dentist shall register with the Board 

before rendering such services and shall update the registration 

during June of each year.  The Board shall: 

1.  Provide the form and establish the fee for the registration 

and update; 

2.  Maintain a registry of all such professional entities; and 

3.  Publish annually a summary of the registry. 

C.  The Board is authorized to issue certificates pursuant to 

Section 804 of Title 18 of the Oklahoma Statutes and shall maintain 

a record of each certificate issued. 

D.  Enforcement actions by the Board for violations of the State 

Dental Act or the rules of the Board may be brought against a 

professional entity as well as against any individual who is or has 

acted as an owner, manager, agent or employee of, or the holder of 

an interest in, the professional entity. 

SECTION 2.  This act shall become effective November 1, 1996. 
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