
 

 

 

 

 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

2nd Session of the 45th Legislature (1996) 

HOUSE BILL NO. 2760 By:  Coleman 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

An Act relating to agriculture; creating the 

Companion Animal Act; providing for definitions; 

requiring certain compliance; making certain 

exceptions; creating Companion Animal Council; 

providing for membership; providing for terms; 

providing for vacancy and meetings; authorizing 

payment for certain expenses; providing for powers 

and duties; providing for application of standards; 

providing for publication; providing for certain 

charges; making certain actions consumer 

transactions and subject to Oklahoma Consumer 

Protection Act; providing for codification; and 

providing an effective date. 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 14-1 of Title 2, unless there is 

created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Companion 

Animal Act". 

B.  For the purposes of the Companion Animal Act: 

1.  "Board" means the State Board of Agriculture; 

2.  "Companion animal" means dog, puppy, cat or kitten; 
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3.  "Companion animal facility" or "facility" means any location 

at which companion animals are maintained or offered for sale by a 

companion animal provider; 

4.  "Companion animal provider" or "provider" means: 

a. any person engaged in the wholesale purchase or resale 

of companion animals, 

b. any person who owns five or more sexually intact 

female companion animals of at least one species, four 

(4) months of age or older and sells or offers for 

sale companion animals, or 

c. the owner or operator of any place of business which 

is open to the public and which sells or offers to 

sell companion animals; and 

5.  "Council" means the Companion Animal Council. 

SECTION 2.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 14-2 of Title 2, unless there is 

created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  Every companion animal provider shall maintain companion 

animals in such a manner as to comply with the standards promulgated 

by the Companion Animal Council. 

B.  The provisions of this act shall not apply to a person, 

firm, partnership, corporation or other association which in the 

ordinary course of business engages in the sale or distribution of 

companion animals which are registered with a national association 

which sets standards for such registered companion animals and 

facilities and provides for the inspection of such registered 

companion animals and facilities of member breeders. 

SECTION 3.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 14-3 of Title 2, unless there is 

created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  There is hereby created a Companion Animal Council to 

represent the interests of the people of Oklahoma, which shall 
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consist of nine (9) members who shall be residents of Oklahoma and 

appointed by the Commissioner of the Department of Agriculture, as 

follows: 

1.  One member shall be a commercial pet breeder who is licensed 

by the United States Department of Agriculture; 

2.  One member shall be a pet breeder who is not required to be 

licensed by the United States Department of Agriculture; 

3.  One member shall be a pet broker; 

4.  Two members shall be veterinarians; 

5.  One member shall be from an organization representing 

companion animal welfare; 

6.  One member shall be a pet shop owner; 

7.  One member shall be an operator of a municipal pound; and 

8.  One member shall be from the public-at-large. 

The Commissioner shall be an ex officio, nonvoting member of the 

Commission. 

B.  Each member, except for the Commissioner, shall be appointed 

to serve a term of office of five (5) years, except that the term of 

those first appointed shall expire as follows: 

One at the end of one (1) year after date of appointment. 

One at the end of two (2) years after date of appointment. 

Two at the end of three (3) years after date of appointment. 

Two at the end of four (4) years after date of appointment. 

One at the end of five (5) years after date of appointment. 

One at the end of six (6) years after date of appointment. 

One at the end of seven (7) years after date of appointment. 

The terms of all members shall continue until their successors 

have been duly appointed and qualified.  If a vacancy occurs, the 

Commissioner shall appoint a person for the remaining portion of the 

unexpired term created by the vacancy.  Five members of the Council 

shall constitute a quorum. 
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C.  The Council shall hold at least two regular meetings each 

calendar year at a place and time to be fixed by the Council.  The 

Council shall select, at its first meeting following the passage of 

the Companion Animal Act, one of its members to serve as chair and 

another of its members to serve as vice-chair.  At the first regular 

meeting in each calendar year thereafter, the chair and vice-chair 

for the ensuing year shall be elected.  Special meetings may be 

called by the chair or by the Commissioner or by four members of the 

Council by delivery of written notice to each member of the Council. 

D.  The powers and duties of the Council shall be as follows: 

1.  Recommend standards for the companion animal industry as may 

be consistent with the general intent and purposes of the Companion 

Animal Act, which may be used by courts in this state to determine 

whether a person offering for sale, selling or distributing any 

companion animal is engaged in a practice which is declared to be 

unlawful under the Oklahoma Consumer Protection Act, or to determine 

standards for civil actions relating to the offering for sale, sale 

or distribution of any companion animal; 

2.  Before developing any standards, give public notice, offer 

opportunity for public comment, and conduct a public hearing; and 

3.  Have the authority to provide a public forum for the 

discussion of issues it considers relevant to its area of 

jurisdiction, and to pass nonbinding resolutions expressing the 

sense of the Council. 

E.  The Council shall prepare written standards which may be 

updated as needed.  The standards shall be published by the Oklahoma 

State Department of Agriculture.  The standards shall be made 

available to companion animal facilities, companion animal 

providers, the district courts and the public.  The Department of 

Agriculture may charge a fee for the standards to offset the cost of 

development and publication. 
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F.  Members of the Council shall serve without compensation but 

may be reimbursed expenses incurred in the performance of their 

duties, as provided in the State Travel Reimbursement Act.  The 

Council is authorized to utilize the conference rooms of the 

Oklahoma State Department of Agriculture and obtain administrative 

assistance from the Oklahoma State Department of Agriculture, as 

required. 

SECTION 4.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 14-4 of Title 2, unless there is 

created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  The advertising, offering for sale, sale or distribution of 

any companion animal shall constitute a consumer transaction and 

shall be subject to the Oklahoma Consumer Protection Act. 

B.  The standards developed for companion animals by the 

Companion Animal Council may be used by the Attorney General or by 

the court to determine whether a person offering for sale, selling 

or distributing any companion animal is engaged in a practice which 

is declared to be unlawful under the Oklahoma Consumer Protection 

Act, or to determine standards for civil actions relating to the 

offering for sale, sale or distribution of any companion animal. 

SECTION 5.  This act shall become effective November 1, 1996. 
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