
 

 

 

 

 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

2nd Session of the 45th Legislature (1996) 

HOUSE BILL NO. 2443 By: Dunlap 

 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

An Act relating to contracts; providing defense to 

certain persons or legal entities acting as general 

contractors; specifying conditions pursuant to 

which defense available; specifying conditions 

under which defense unavailable; authorizing 

certain vendors to require proof of agency 

relationship; providing for codification; and 

providing an effective date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 141 of Title 15, unless there is 

created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  If a person or legal entity doing business as a general 

contractor engages a person or legal entity as a subcontractor, the 

general contractor shall not be liable to any third party for 

damages resulting from failure of the subcontractor to make payment 

for supplies, materials or services provided to the subcontractor 

pursuant to an open account if the creation of the account is 

related to the performance of duties imposed upon the subcontractor 

pursuant to agreement with a general contractor. 
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B.  The provisions of this section shall not be a defense to an 

action by a third party vendor of supplies, materials, or services 

against a person or legal entity acting as a general contractor for 

nonpayment of an open account if the supplies, materials or services 

were provided to a person or legal entity acting with express actual 

authority as an agent of the general contractor. 

C.  For purposes of this section, a vendor of supplies, 

materials or services to a person or legal entity on an open account 

basis may require the person or legal entity to obtain a power of 

attorney executed by the person or legal entity upon whose behalf 

the supplies, materials or services are asserted to be acquired as 

proof that the vendor is entering into contract with an authorized 

agent of a general contractor. 

SECTION 2.  This act shall become effective November 1, 1996. 
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