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2nd Session of the 45th Legislature (1996) 
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AS INTRODUCED 

An Act relating to poor persons; amending 56 O.S. 

1991, Section 238.1, as amended by Section 2, 

Chapter 365, O.S.L. 1994 (56 O.S. Supp. 1995, 

Section 238.1), which relates to child support 

debts; updating language; and declaring an 

emergency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     AMENDATORY     56 O.S. 1991, Section 238.1, as 

amended by Section 2, Chapter 365, O.S.L. 1994 (56 O.S. Supp. 1995, 

Section 238.1), is amended to read as follows: 

Section 238.1  A.  For the purposes of establishing the amount 

of the debt which has accrued as provided for in Section 238 of this 

title, or to establish an obligation for support in the absence of a 

court order of support, the Division may issue a notice of a support 

debt accrued or accruing based upon payment of public assistance to 

or for the benefit of any dependent child or if no public assistance 

is paid, the amount of monthly child support required by the 

custodian of the minor child as determined by the Division.  The 

notice of debt shall be served upon the obligor in the same manner 
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prescribed for the service of summons in a civil action.  The notice 

of debt shall include: 

1.  A statement of the support debt accrued, if any, based on 

payment of public assistance to or for the benefit of any dependent 

child and support debt accruing, if any, based on the payment of 

public assistance for the benefit of the child or when public 

assistance has not been paid, the reasonable expenses of providing 

for the child; 

2.  A statement of the amount of monthly public assistance 

payment or if no payment is made, the amount of monthly child 

support required by the custodian of the minor child as determined 

by the Child Support Guidelines, Section 118 of Title 43 of the 

Oklahoma Statutes; 

3.  A statement that the obligor shall be required to maintain 

health insurance for the child whenever the obligor has such 

insurance available through his employment or other group insurance 

plan; 

4.  A statement that the obligor shall be required to keep the 

Division informed of the name and address of the current employer of 

the obligor and access to health insurance and other insurance 

policy information of the obligor; 

5.  A statement containing the name of the child and the name of 

the custodian of the child; 

6.  A statement that the obligor may object to all or any part 

of the notice of support debt and, within twenty (20) days of the 

date of service, may request a hearing which will be held at a given 

location on a date specified in the notice to show cause why the 

obligor should not be determined liable for the support requested in 

the notice and for any or all of the debt accrued or accruing, and 

the amount to be paid thereon; and 

7.  A statement that if no hearing is requested on or before 

twenty (20) days from the date of the service or if the obligor 
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requests a hearing but fails to appear at the hearing, the monthly 

support requested and the support debt shall be made an 

administrative order subject to collection action and shall be filed 

in the office of the court clerk in the county of residence of the 

custodian of the child or, if the custodian resides out of state, in 

the county of residence of the obligor or elsewhere as provided in 

this act.  The administrative order shall be enforced in the same 

manner as an order of the district court. 

B.  The Division may accept voluntary acknowledgments of support 

liability and stipulated support amounts.  The obligor shall be 

informed, in the notice specified by this section, that he such 

obligor may make such voluntary acknowledgments. 

SECTION 2.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
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