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A Concurrent Resolution designating a portion of U.S. 

Highway 283 beginning at the North Fork of the Red River 

south to the Texas state line as the "Old Greer County 

Highway"; directing the Oklahoma Department of 

Transportation to place suitable markers on certain 

portions of said highway; and directing distribution. 
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WHEREAS, Old Greer County was a southwestern county which 

originally included all of the land in present day Oklahoma located 

south and west of the North Fork of the Red River; and 

WHEREAS, this area was claimed by both Texas and the United 

States; and 

WHEREAS, on February 8, 1860, the Texas Legislature created 

Greer County, Texas, naming it after John A. Greer, the Lieutenant 

Governor of Texas; and 

WHEREAS, on March 16, 1896, the U.S. Supreme Court adjudged this 

area to be part of Indian Territory and soon thereafter it was 

attached to Oklahoma Territory, organized as a county and opened for 

settlement; and 

WHEREAS, those who had previously settled in the area were 

permitted to retain their land; and 

WHEREAS, at the time of the Oklahoma Constitutional Convention, 

the area was divided among Beckham, Greer and Jackson counties; and 

WHEREAS, after statehood that part that had been designated 

Greer County was further divided to form Harmon County; and 

WHEREAS, this event was perhaps the first of many occasions in 

which Texas gave up valuable yardage to Oklahoma while engaged in a 

losing contest; and 

WHEREAS, this year represents the centennial celebration of the 

U.S. Supreme Court decision, which ultimately blessed our great 

state with four great counties. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE 2ND SESSION 

OF THE 45TH OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

CONCURRING THEREIN: 

THAT as a lasting memorial to the rich and varied history of Old 

Greer County and as a tribute to the U.S. Supreme Court decision, 

the portion of U.S. Highway 283 beginning at the North Fork of the 

Red River south to the Texas state line be designated the "Old Greer 

County Highway". 

THAT the Oklahoma Department of Transportation shall cause 

suitable markers to be placed at appropriate sites upon the portion 

of U.S. Highway 283 beginning at the North Fork of the Red River 

south to the Texas state line bearing the name "Old Greer County 

Highway". 

THAT copies of this resolution be distributed to the respective 

Board of County Commissioners for Beckham, Greer, Harmon and Jackson 

Counties and to Neal A. McCaleb, Cabinet Secretary of Transportation 

and Director of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation. 

Adopted by the Senate the 29th day of May, 1996. 

 

 

 

President of the Senate 

 

Adopted by the House of Representatives the 31st day of May, 

1996. 

 

 

 

Speaker of the House of 

Representatives 
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