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An Act relating to counties and county officers; 

amending 19 O.S. 1991, Section 333, which relates 

to county commissioners; prohibiting certain county 

commissioners from expending certain funds; 

amending 19 O.S. 1991, Section 351, which relates 

to authority to provide firefighting services; 

authorizing board of county commissioners to use 

county personnel operating equipment to fight fires 

in certain situations; and declaring an emergency.  

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     AMENDATORY     19 O.S. 1991, Section 333, is 

amended to read as follows: 

Section 333.  (a) A.  The board of county commissioners shall 

keep a book in which all orders and decisions made by them shall be 

recorded, except those relating solely to roads and bridges as 

required by Section 334 of this title: and all.  All orders for the 

allowance of money from the county treasury shall state on what 

account and to whom the allowance is made, dating the same and 

numbering them consecutively from the first day of January to the 

thirty-first day of December, inclusive, in each year. 

(b) B.  Any county commissioner who fails to file for reelection 

or is defeated in any primary or general election or by any other 

manner it is impossible for him the commissioner to succeed himself 

serve another term in office, shall not acquire, purchase, contract 

for or dispose of any machinery or equipment, or expend or approve 

for expenditure any monies for any purpose other than normal or 

routine operating expenditures except as provided in this section.  

It shall be the mandatory duty of such the commissioner to execute 

payment and to pay all outstanding obligations of the county 

incurred by him the commissioner, or on his behalf of the 

commissioner by the board of county commissioners, prior to the 

expiration of his the term of office; provided, however, that of the 

commissioner.  However, in the case of lease-purchase contracts, 

rental, lease or other payments extending beyond his the term of 

office of the commissioner it shall be the mandatory duty of said 

the commissioner to execute and to make such payments current as of 

the date of expiration of his the term of office of the 

commissioner.  Such The commissioner shall be liable both personally 

and on his the official bond of the commissioner for any violation 

of the mandatory duties herein imposed. 
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SECTION 2.     AMENDATORY     19 O.S. 1991, Section 351, is 

amended to read as follows: 

Section 351.  A.  The board of county commissioners of each 

county of this state is hereby authorized to provide firefighting 

service in the county and for such purpose to use county funds to 

rent, lease or purchase firefighting equipment and to rent or 

construct and equip and operate fire stations and to employ 

necessary personnel to provide such service.  The board of county 

commissioners shall also have the authority to determine and collect 

charges for firefighting services performed by the county from any 

person to whom such services are provided. 

B.  The board of county commissioners of each county of this 

state shall have the power to take by grant, purchase, gift, devise 

or lease, and to dispose of, any real property for the purpose of 

acquiring right-of-ways and easements necessary in providing 

firefighting services to the county, including the construction and 

maintenance of roads and the installation of dry hydrants.  The 

board may use county funds and equipment to construct and maintain 

such roads and to install such dry hydrants.  Provided, nothing in 

this subsection shall be construed to prohibit the installation of 

dry hydrants on privately owned property by the owner thereof at the 

expense of the owner. 

C.  The board of county commissioners of each county of this 

state shall have the authority to use county personnel operating 

county equipment to fight fires in situations where an emergency is 

determined to exist, provided the firefighting service is requested 

by the county civil defense director or upon a request of a rural 

fire department. 

SECTION 3.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 

Passed the House of Representatives the 3rd day of April, 1996. 
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Passed the Senate the 26th day of March, 1996. 

 

 

 

President of the Senate 

 

 


