
 

 

 

 

 

ENGROSSED HOUSE 

BILL NO. 2146 By: McCorkell, Bonny, 

Deutschendorf, Hiett, 

Maddux, Miller, Staggs, 

Sullivan (John) and 

Sullivan (Leonard) of 

the House 

 

and 

 

Fisher of the Senate 

 

 

 

 

 

( economic development - Economic Development Act of l996 - 

amending sections in Titles 62 and 68 - codification - 

effective dates - emergency ) 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.  This act shall be known and may be cited as the 

"Economic Development Act of 1996". 

SECTION 2.  AMENDATORY  62 O.S. 1991, Section 695.24, as last 

amended by Section 4, Chapter 349, O.S.L. 1995 (62 O.S. Supp. 1995, 

Section 695.24), is amended to read as follows: 

Section 695.24  A.  1.  Twenty-five percent (25%) of the state 

ceiling shall be reserved and placed in a pool to be designated the 

Qualified Small Issue Pool.  Of the amount prescribed by this 

paragraph, five percent (5%) shall be reserved for issuers proposing 

to provide financing for small business equipment.  The amount so 

reserved shall be designated as the Small Business Equipment Pool 

and shall be available to facilitate either a single issuer or 

multiple issuers in creating a source of capital at competitive 

interest rates for the purpose of enabling qualified small business 

owners to obtain equipment for the formation or expansion of a 
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business enterprise.  The amounts allocated from the Small Business 

Equipment Pool may be used by the issuer in order to finance 

individual borrowing from the issuer based upon such criteria as may 

be established by the issuer. 

2.  For the period commencing January 1 through September 1 of 

each calendar year, the Qualified Small Issue Pool shall be 

allocated to qualified small issue bond projects undertaken by 

either state or local issuers.  Allocations will be available to 

issuers on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

B.  1.  Ten percent (10%) of the state ceiling shall be reserved 

and placed in a pool to be designated the Beginning Agricultural 

Producer and Exempt Facility Pools. 

2.  For the period commencing January 1 through September 1 of 

each calendar year, the Beginning Agricultural Producer Pool shall 

be allocated pursuant to the criteria established in Section 5063.23 

of Title 74 of the Oklahoma Statutes according to a ratio of fifty 

percent (50%) of the total amount allocated for the combined 

purposes, not to exceed Five Million Dollars ($5,000,000.00), the 

remainder to be allocated to exempt facility bonds issued by either 

state or local issuers.  Allocations will be available to issuers on 

a first-come, first-serve basis. 

C.  Five percent (5%) of the state ceiling shall be reserved for 

facilities owned or operated by a business entity which: 

1.  Has not been legally organized to do business for more than 

one (1) year prior to the date as of which operations begin at a 

food processing facility located within the state; 

2.  Has an annual gross direct payroll which does not exceed Two 

Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,500,000.00); and 

3.  Is engaged in food processing resulting in a final product 

produced at the facility which consists of at least ninety percent 

(90%), exclusive of packaging, of agricultural or livestock inputs 

originating from within the State of Oklahoma.  The actual cost 
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incurred by the processor, exclusive of packaging, shall be used for 

purposes of determining the content of the final product and the 

processor shall be required to document both the content of the 

final product for which a reservation of the state ceiling is 

claimed and the source of the input.  As used in this paragraph: 

a. "agricultural input" means severed crops, including, 

but not limited to, wheat, oats, barley, corn, cotton 

and rye, peanuts, pecans and other nuts, vegetables, 

fruits, flowers, herbs, spices, trees, shrubs, and 

similar flowering or nonflowering woody plants, 

exclusive of any plant or substance that is illegal to 

cultivate, and 

b. "livestock input" means cattle, horses, sheep, goats, 

swine, ratite, fish, fowl, reptiles or any other 

animal or insect raised or bred for sale or any 

material produced by an animal or insect for sale. 

D.  1.  Twenty percent (20%) of the state ceiling shall be 

reserved and placed in a pool to be designated the Student Loan 

Pool. 

Provided, for any given year the amount of state ceiling reserved 

shall be reduced by the amount of any existing carryforward issuance 

authority available to student loan bond issuers. 

2.  For the period commencing January 1 through September 1 of 

each calendar year, the Student Loan Pool shall be allocated to 

qualified student loan bonds issued by eligible state issuers.  

Allocations will be available to issuers on a first-come, 

first-serve basis. 

E.  1.  From the balance of the state ceiling, thirty percent 

(30%) shall be reserved and placed in a pool to be designated the 

State Issuer Pool.  For the period commencing January 1 of each 

calendar year through September 1 of the same year, the State Issuer 

Pool shall be allocated to those projects undertaken by state 
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issuers on a first-come, first-serve basis.  Provided, no single 

state issuer or project shall receive an allocation in excess of 

Twenty Million Dollars ($20,000,000.00) from the State Issuer Pool. 

2.  Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, a state 

issuer specifically limited in jurisdiction to one county shall be 

treated as a local issuer for the purposes of allocation. 

F.  From the balance of the state ceiling, seventy percent (70%) 

shall be reserved and placed in a pool to be designated the Local 

Issuer Pool.  For the period commencing January 1 of each calendar 

year through September 1 of the same year, the Local Issuer Pool 

shall be allocated to those projects undertaken by local issuers on 

a first-come, first-serve basis.  Provided, except for local issuers 

which have a population in excess of three hundred thousand 

(300,000), no single local issuer or project shall receive an 

allocation in excess of Ten Million Dollars ($10,000,000.00) from 

the Local Issuer Pool.  No single local issuer which has a 

population in excess of three hundred thousand (300,000), shall 

receive an allocation in excess of Fifteen Million Dollars 

($15,000,000.00) from the Local Issuer Pool.  No more than two 

Fifteen-Million-Dollar allocations shall be made to local issuers in 

a calendar year from the Local Issuer Pool. 

G.  Allocations of the state ceiling for the period commencing 

January 1 through September 1 of each calendar year for qualified 

small issue bonds and qualified student loan bonds may be made only 

from the respective pools reserved for these types of private 

activity bonds.  Provided, small issue bonds may be funded from the 

State Issuer Pool or the Local Issuer Pool at such time as all the 

issuance authority in the Qualified Small Issue Pool has been 

allocated.  Allocations of the state ceiling for the same period for 

exempt facility bonds may be made from the Exempt Facility Pool, the 

State Issuer Pool and the Local Issuer Pool; provided, no single 

issuer or project during any calendar year shall receive an 
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allocation in excess of Twenty-five Million Dollars ($25,000,000.00) 

from the three pools combined.  The state ceiling for each calendar 

year shall be allocated within the categories set forth in 

subsections A, B, C, D, E and F of this section to all private 

activity bonds, as follows: 

1.  Except as hereinafter provided, the state ceiling shall be 

allocated in the order in which confirmations are issued; 

2.  The State Bond Advisor shall issue confirmations in the 

order in which fully and properly completed applications for state 

ceiling allocation are received.  The State Bond Advisor shall have 

the limited authority to defer or deny confirmation on applications 

for state ceiling allocation which appear to be incomplete or 

premature based upon information submitted or which fail to show 

demand for funds pursuant to subsections F and G of Section 695.25 

of this title; and 

3.  The State Bond Advisor shall have no discretionary control 

regarding the issuance of confirmations, except as specifically 

provided in the Oklahoma Private Activity Bond Allocation Act. 

In the event a confirmation or application is denied, the State 

Bond Advisor, within five (5) business days following such denial, 

shall send written notice of such denial to the applicant together 

with a brief recital of the reason therefor. 

H.  On September 2 of each calendar year, nonallocated sums 

remaining in the Qualified Small Issue Pool, the Beginning 

Agricultural Producer Pool, the Exempt Facility Pool, the Student 

Loan Pool, the State Issuer Pool and the Local Issuer Pool shall be 

consolidated into the Consolidated Pool.  All local issuers and 

state issuers shall be entitled to obtain allocations from the 

Consolidated Pool for any private activity bond or mortgage credit 

certificate program based on the following system: 

1.  Allocations shall be made first to issuers based on the 

chronological order of completed applications received prior to 
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September 2 of each calendar year who have not received an 

allocation; provided, seventy-five percent (75%) of the Consolidated 

Pool shall be allocated first to issuers in this category; provided 

further, except for issuers which have a population in excess of 

three hundred thousand (300,000), no single issuer or project shall 

receive an allocation in excess of Ten Million Dollars 

($10,000,000.00).  No single local issuer which has a population in 

excess of three hundred thousand (300,000), shall receive an 

allocation in excess of Fifteen Million Dollars ($15,000,000.00); 

2.  From the remaining issuance authority, allocations shall be 

made to issuers based on the chronological order of applications 

received prior to September 2 of each calendar year who received a 

partial allocation of a requested allocation, provided said initial 

allocation was less than the lesser of fifty percent (50%) of the 

requested allocation or Ten Million Dollars ($10,000,000.00); 

provided further, the total amount of allocations from the 

Consolidated Pool and all other pools shall not exceed Ten Million 

Dollars ($10,000,000.00); and 

3.  From the remaining issuance authority, allocations shall be 

made to issuers based on the chronological order of completed 

applications received from September 2 through November 30 of each 

calendar year. 

SECTION 3.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2357.4-A of Title 68, unless 

there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  For taxable years beginning after December 31, 1995, there 

shall be allowed as a credit against the tax imposed by Section 2355 

of this title ten percent (10%) of the amount expended by a taxpayer 

directly on research and experimental expenditures, as defined by 

Section 174 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, which 

are conducted in this state and which exceeds the amount spent by 
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the taxpayer during the preceding taxable year for such 

expenditures. 

B.  For taxable years beginning after December 31, 1996, there 

shall be allowed as a credit against the tax imposed by Section 2355 

of this title twenty percent (20%) of the amount expended by a 

taxpayer directly on research and experimental expenditures, as 

defined by Section 174 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as 

amended, which are conducted in this state and which exceeds the 

amount spent by the taxpayer during the preceding taxable year for 

such expenditures. 

C.  Any credits allowed but not used in any taxable year may be 

carried over in order to each of the four (4) years following the 

year of qualification and to the extent not used in those years the 

credits may be carried over in order to each of the five (5) years 

following the initial five-year period. 

D.  The Oklahoma Tax Commission, on or before January 31 of each 

year, shall submit a report regarding the credit authorized by this 

section to both houses of the Oklahoma Legislature.  The report 

shall summarize the total amount of credits claimed and likely to be 

claimed and allowed pursuant to this section. 

SECTION 4.     AMENDATORY     68 O.S. 1991, Section 2808, as 

amended by Section 2, Chapter 57, O.S.L. 1995 (68 O.S. Supp. 1995, 

Section 2808), is amended to read as follows: 

Section 2808.  A.  The term public service corporation, as used 

in the Ad Valorem Tax Code, shall include all transportation 

companies, transmission companies, all gas, electric, light, heat 

and power companies and all waterworks and water power companies, 

and all persons authorized to exercise the right of eminent domain 

or to use or occupy any right-of-way, street, alley, or public 

highway, along, over or under the same in a manner not permitted to 

the general public. 
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B.  As used in the Ad Valorem Tax Code the term transportation 

company shall include any company, corporation, trustee, receiver, 

or any other person owning, leasing or operating for hire, a street 

railway, canal, steamboat line, and also any sleeping car company, 

parlor car company and express company, and any other company, 

trustee, or person in any way engaged in such business as a common 

carrier.  As used in the Ad Valorem Tax Code, the term 

"transportation company" shall not include any railroad or any air 

carrier.  However, all railroad and air carrier property shall 

continue to be valued and assessed by the State Board of 

Equalization for purposes of ad valorem taxation. 

C.  The term transmission company shall include any company, 

corporation, trustee, receiver, or other person owning, leasing or 

operating for hire any telegraph or telephone line or radio 

broadcasting system. 

D.  The term person as used in the Ad Valorem Tax Code shall 

include individuals, partnerships, associations, and corporations in 

the singular as well as plural number. 

E.  As used in the Ad Valorem Tax Code, the terms transmission 

company and public service corporation shall not be construed to 

include cable television companies. 

F.  As used in the Ad Valorem Tax Code, the real and personal 

property used directly in the production of electrical energy for 

wholesale distribution by an exempt wholesale generator as defined 

by 15 U.S.C., Section 79z-5a shall not be construed to be the 

property of a public service corporation nor shall the property be 

construed to be public service corporation property if: 

1.  The exempt wholesale generator facility consumes from 

sources located within the state at least ninety percent (90%) of 

the total energy used to produce the electrical output which 

qualifies for the specialized treatment provided by the Energy 

Policy Act of 1992, as amended; and 
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2.  The exempt wholesale generator facility sells to purchasers 

located outside the state for consumption in activities located 

outside the state at least ninety percent (90%) of the total 

electrical energy output which qualifies for the specialized 

treatment provided by the Energy Policy Act of 1992, as amended. 

SECTION 5.     AMENDATORY     68 O.S. 1991, Section 2902, as 

last amended by Section 10, Chapter 337, O.S.L. 1995 (68 O.S. Supp. 

1995, Section 2902), is amended to read as follows: 

Section 2902.  A.  A qualifying manufacturing concern, as 

defined by Section 6B of Article X of the Oklahoma Constitution, and 

as further defined herein, shall be exempt from the levy of any ad 

valorem taxes upon new, expanded or acquired manufacturing 

facilities, including facilities engaged in research and 

development, for a period of five (5) years.  Such facilities are 

hereby classified for the purposes of taxation as provided in 

Section 22 of Article X of the Constitution of the State of 

Oklahoma. 

B.  For purposes of this section, the following definitions 

shall apply: 

1.  "Manufacturing facilities" shall mean facilities engaged in 

the mechanical or chemical transformation of materials or substances 

into new products and shall include: 

a. establishments as defined or classified under Division 

D of the Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) 

Manual, latest revision, including real and personal 

property constituting the facility of an exempt 

wholesale generator as defined by 15 U.S.C., Section 

79z-5a if: 

(1) the exempt wholesale generator facility consumes 

from sources located within the state at least 

ninety percent (90%) of the total energy used to 

produce the electrical output which qualifies for 
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the specialized treatment provided by the Energy 

Policy Act of 1992, as amended, and 

(2) the exempt wholesale generator facility sells to 

purchasers located outside the state for 

consumption in activities located outside the 

state at least ninety percent (90%) of the total 

electrical energy output which qualifies for the 

specialized treatment provided by the Energy 

Policy Act of 1992, as amended, 

b. facilities, including repair and replacement parts, 

primarily engaged in aircraft repair, building and 

rebuilding whether or not on a factory basis, 

c. establishments primarily engaged in computer services 

and data processing as defined under Industrial Group 

Numbers 7372 and 7373 of the SIC Manual, latest 

revision, and which derive at least fifty percent 

(50%) of their annual gross revenues from the sale of 

a product or service to an out-of-state buyer or 

consumer, and as defined under Industrial Group Number 

7374 of the SIC Manual, latest revision, which derive 

at least eighty percent (80%) of their annual gross 

revenues from the sale of a product or service to an 

out-of-state buyer or consumer.  Eligibility as a 

manufacturing facility pursuant to this subparagraph 

shall be established, subject to review by the 

Oklahoma Tax Commission, by annually filing an 

affidavit with the Oklahoma Tax Commission stating 

that the facility so qualifies and such other 

information as required by the Commission.  For 

purposes of determining whether annual gross revenues 

are derived from sales to out-of-state buyers, all 
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sales to the federal government shall be considered to 

be an out-of-state buyer, 

d. establishments primarily engaged in distribution as 

defined under Industrial Group Number 4221, 4222, 4225 

or 4226 or Major Group Number 50 or 51 of the SIC 

Manual, latest revision, and which were constructed 

with an initial capital investment of at least Five 

Million Dollars ($5,000,000.00) and which employ at 

least one hundred (100) full-time-equivalent 

employees, as certified by the Employment Security 

Commission.  Eligibility as a manufacturing facility 

pursuant to this subparagraph shall be established, 

subject to review by the Oklahoma Tax Commission, by 

annually filing an affidavit with the Oklahoma Tax 

Commission stating that the facility so qualifies and 

such other information as required by the Commission.  

The exemption provided for in this subparagraph shall 

apply only to an establishment for which construction 

of the facility has commenced prior to October 1, 

1993, or 

e. establishments primarily engaged in distribution as 

defined under Industrial Group Number 4221, 4222, 4225 

or 4226 or Major Group Number 50 or 51 of the SIC 

Manual, latest revision, and which were constructed 

with an initial capital investment of at least Five 

Million Dollars ($5,000,000.00) and which employ at 

least three hundred (300) full-time-equivalent 

employees, as certified by the Employment Security 

Commission.  Eligibility as a manufacturing facility 

pursuant to this subparagraph shall be established, 

subject to review by the Oklahoma Tax Commission, by 

annually filing an affidavit with the Oklahoma Tax 
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Commission stating that the facility so qualifies and 

providing such other information as required by the 

Commission.  The exemption provided for in this 

subparagraph shall apply only to an establishment for 

which construction of the facility has commenced after 

the effective date of this act but prior to December 

1, 1997. 

Provided, eating and drinking places, as well as other retail 

establishments, shall not qualify as manufacturing facilities for 

purposes of this section, nor shall centrally assessed properties. 

2.  For tax years beginning after December 31, 1992, 

"manufacturing facilities" shall mean those facilities as defined in 

paragraph 1 of this subsection for which the investment cost of the 

construction, acquisition or expansion of the manufacturing facility 

is Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($250,000.00) or more; 

3.  "Facility" and "facilities" shall mean and include the land, 

buildings, structures, improvements, machinery, fixtures, equipment 

and other personal property used directly and exclusively in the 

manufacturing process; provided, for establishments specified in 

subparagraph e of paragraph 1 of this subsection, the terms 

"facility" and "facilities" shall mean and include the land, 

buildings, structures, improvements, machinery, fixtures, equipment 

and other personal property used directly and exclusively in the 

manufacturing process, including but not limited to, fork lifts and 

fork lifts support equipment, conveyor systems and components, 

pallet jacks, storage or order filling racking, inventory control 

computers and other computer systems used in the distribution 

process, bar code readers, motorized vehicles for moving trailers 

and all other tangible personal property used in handling the items 

being distributed; and 

4.  "Research and development" shall man activities 

directly related to and conducted for the purpose 
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of discovering, enhancing, increasing or improving 

future or existing products or processes or 

productivity. 

C.  For applications for a five-year exemption 

submitted on or before December 31, 1993, the 

exemption herein provided for shall apply to new or 

acquired manufacturing facilities as defined by 

Section 6B of Article X of the Oklahoma 

Constitution and to the expansion of existing 

facilities on the same site.  Any exemption as to 

expansions of existing facilities shall be limited 

to the increase in ad valorem taxes directly 

attributable to the expansion.  Provided further, 

any exemption as to equipment used in the 

manufacturing process for manufacturing facilities 

which qualify pursuant to subparagraph b of 

paragraph 1 of subsection B of this section shall 

be granted only if such equipment results in a net 

increase in the number of full-time-equivalent 

employees of the facility in the year for which the 

exemption is initially granted and in each of the 

four (4) subsequent years only if the level of new 

employees is maintained in the subsequent year.  

Calculation of the number of new employees shall be 

made in the same manner as required under Section 

2357.4 of this title for an investment tax credit. 

D.  For applications for a five-year exemption submitted after 

December 31, 1993, the following provisions shall apply: 

1.  A manufacturing concern shall be entitled to the exemption 

herein provided for each new manufacturing facility constructed, 

each existing manufacturing facility acquired and the expansion of 

existing manufacturing facilities on the same site, as such terms 
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are defined by Section 6B of Article X of the Oklahoma Constitution 

and by this section; 

2.  No manufacturing concern shall receive more than one five-

year exemption for any one manufacturing facility unless the 

expansion which qualifies the manufacturing facility for an 

additional five-year exemption meets the requirements of paragraph 4 

of this subsection, provided the employment level established for 

any previous exemption is maintained; 

3.  Any exemption as to the expansion of an existing 

manufacturing facility shall be limited to the increase in ad 

valorem taxes directly attributable to the expansion; 

4.  Except as provided in paragraph 5 of this subsection, any 

exemption for a new, acquired or expanded manufacturing facility 

shall be granted only if: 

a. the construction, acquisition or expansion results in 

a net increase of fifteen (15) or more full-time-

equivalent employees of said manufacturing facility in 

the year for which the exemption is initially granted 

and in each of the four (4) subsequent years only if 

the level of new employees is maintained in the 

subsequent year, and 

b. the facility offers, or will offer within one hundred 

eighty (180) days of the date of employment, a basic 

health benefits plan to the full-time-equivalent 

employees of the facility, which is determined by the 

Department of Commerce to consist of the elements 

specified in subparagraph b of paragraph 1 of 

subsection A of Section 3603 of this title or elements 

substantially equivalent thereto. 

For purposes of this section, calculation of the number of new 

employees shall be measured from the start of initial construction 

or expansion to the completion of such construction or expansion or 
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for three (3) years from the start of initial construction or 

expansion, whichever occurs first.  The manufacturing concern shall 

submit an affidavit to the Oklahoma Tax Commission, signed by an 

officer, stating that the construction, acquisition or expansion of 

the facility will result in a net increase in the number of full-

time-equivalent employees as required by this paragraph and that 

such employees are or will be offered a basic health benefits plan 

as required by this paragraph.  If, after the completion of such 

construction or expansion or after three (3) years from the start of 

initial construction or expansion, whichever occurs first, the 

construction, acquisition or expansion has not resulted in a net 

increase in the number of full-time-equivalent employees or has not 

met any other qualification specified in this paragraph, the 

manufacturing concern shall pay an amount equal to the amount of any 

exemption granted, including penalties and interest thereon, to the 

county treasurer, who shall cause such amount to be remitted to the 

Oklahoma Tax Commission for deposit to the Ad Valorem Reimbursement 

Fund; and 

5.  Any new, acquired or expanded automotive final assembly 

manufacturing facility which does not meet the requirements of 

paragraph 4 of this subsection shall be granted an exemption only if 

all other requirements of this section are met and only if the 

investment costs of the construction, acquisition or expansion of 

the manufacturing facility is Seventy-five Million Dollars 

($75,000,000.00) or more and the manufacturing facility retains 

employment of two thousand five hundred (2,500) or more full-time-

equivalent employees in the year in which the exemption is initially 

granted and in each of the four (4) subsequent years only if 

employment of two thousand five hundred (2,500) or more full-time-

equivalent employees is maintained in the subsequent year.  

Calculation of the number of employees shall be made in the same 

manner as required under Section 2357.4 of this title for an 
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investment tax credit.  As used in this paragraph, "expand" and 

"expansion" shall mean and include any increase to the size or scope 

of a facility as well as any renovation, restoration, replacement or 

remodeling of a facility which permits the manufacturing of a new or 

redesigned product. 

E.  Any person, firm or corporation claiming the exemption 

herein provided for shall file each year for which exemption is 

claimed, an application therefor with the county assessor of the 

county in which the new, expanded or acquired facility is located.  

Said application shall be on a form or forms prescribed by the 

Oklahoma Tax Commission, and shall be filed before March 15, except 

as provided in Section 2902.1 of this title, of each year in which 

the facility desires to take the exemption or within thirty (30) 

days from and after receipt by such person, firm or corporation of 

notice of valuation increase, whichever is later.  In a case where 

completion of the facility or facilities will occur after January 1 

of a given year, a facility may apply to claim the ad valorem tax 

exemption for said year.  If such facility is found to be qualified 

for exemption, the ad valorem tax exemption provided for herein 

shall be granted for that entire year and shall apply to the ad 

valorem valuation as of January 1st of that given year.  For 

applicants which qualify under the provisions of subparagraph b of 

paragraph 1 of subsection B of this section, the application shall 

include a copy of the affidavit and any other information required 

to be filed with the Oklahoma Tax Commission pursuant to said 

provisions. 

F.  Said application shall be examined by the county assessor 

and approved or rejected by him in the same manner as provided by 

law for approval or rejection of claims for homestead exemptions.  

The taxpayer shall have the same right of review by and appeal from 

the county board of equalization, in the same manner and subject to 

the same requirements as provided by law for review and appeals 
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concerning homestead exemption claims.  Approved applications shall 

be filed by the county assessor with the Oklahoma Tax Commission no 

later than June 15, except as provided in Section 2902.1 of this 

title, of the year in which the facility desires to take the 

exemption.  Incomplete applications and applications filed after 

said date will be declared null and void by the Commission. 

G.  Nothing herein shall in any manner affect, alter or impair 

any law relating to the assessment of property, and all property, 

real or personal, which may be entitled to exemption hereunder shall 

be valued and assessed as is other like property and as provided by 

law.  The valuation and assessment of property for which an 

exemption is granted hereunder shall be performed by the Oklahoma 

Tax Commission. 

H.  The Oklahoma Tax Commission shall have the authority and 

duty to prescribe forms and to promulgate rules and regulations as 

may be necessary to carry out and administer the terms and 

provisions of this section. 

SECTION 6.     AMENDATORY     Section 3, Chapter 275, O.S.L. 

1993, as last amended by Section 1, Chapter 349, O.S.L. 1995 (68 

O.S. Supp. 1995, Section 3603), is amended to read as follows: 

Section 3603.  A.  As used in this act: 

1. a. "Basic industry", except as otherwise provided by this 

subparagraph, means: 

(1) manufacturing, as defined or classified under 

Division D of the Standard Industrial 

Classification (SIC) Manual, latest version; 

provided, however, that an establishment which 

would otherwise qualify as a basic industry under 

Major Group 49, Industry Group 491, Industry No. 

4911 of the Standard Industrial Classification 

Manual shall only be defined as a basic industry 

for purposes of the Oklahoma Quality Jobs Program 
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Act if the establishment qualifies as an exempt 

wholesale generator as defined by 15 U.S.C., 

Section 79z-5a and if: 

(i) the exempt wholesale generator facility 

consumes from sources located within 

the state at least ninety percent (90%) 

of the total energy used to produce the 

electrical output which qualifies for 

the specialized treatment provided by 

the Energy Policy Act of 1992, as 

amended, and 

    (ii) the exempt wholesale generator facility 

sells to purchasers located outside the 

state for consumption in activities 

located outside the state at least 

ninety percent (90%) of the total 

electrical energy output which 

qualifies for the specialized treatment 

provided by the Energy Policy Act of 

1992, as amended, 

   (2) administrative and auxiliary services that are 

assigned a one-digit auxiliary code in the SIC 

Manual, and are described therein as Central 

Administrative Offices, which means central 

centers that influence the environment in which 

data processing, customer service, credit 

accounting, telemarketing, claims processing and 

other administrative functions are accomplished, 

(3) Research, Development and Testing Laboratories, 

(4) an activity described by Industry Group Number 

873 of Major Group 87, Division I of the Standard 

Industrial Classification (SIC) Manual, latest 
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revision, Industry Numbers 8731, 8732, 8733 and 

8734, 

(5) an activity related to research and development 

as described by Auxiliary Code Number 2 of the 

Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) Manual, 

latest revision, 

(6) warehouses which serve as distribution centers 

for retail or wholesale businesses, if seventy-

five percent (75%) of the inventory processed 

through such warehouse is shipped out-of-state, 

(7) or the following, if an establishment classified 

therein has or will have within one (1) year 

sales of at least seventy-five percent (75%) of 

its total sales, as determined by the Incentive 

Approval Committee pursuant to the provisions of 

subsection B of this section, to out-of-state 

customers or buyers, to in-state customers or 

buyers if the product or service is resold by the 

purchaser to an out-of-state customer or buyer 

for ultimate use, or to the federal government: 

(a) motor freight transportation and 

warehousing, as defined or classified under 

Major Group 42 of the SIC Manual, latest 

version, 

(b) transportation by air, as defined or 

classified under Major Group 45 of the SIC 

Manual, latest version, 

(c) arrangement of passenger transportation, as 

defined or classified under Industry Group 

472 of the SIC Manual, latest version, 

(d) arrangement of transportation of freight or 

cargo, as defined or classified under 
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Industry Group 473 of the SIC Manual, latest 

version, 

(e) insurance carriers, as defined or classified 

under Major Group 63 of the SIC Manual, 

latest version, 

(f) mailing, reproduction, commercial art and 

photography and stenographic services, as 

defined or classified under Industry Group 

733 of the SIC Manual, latest version, 

(g) services to dwellings and other buildings, 

as  defined or classified under Industry 

Group 734 of the SIC Manual, latest version, 

(h) miscellaneous equipment rental and leasing, 

as defined or classified under Industry 

Group 735 of the SIC Manual, latest version, 

(i) personnel supply services, as defined or 

classified under Industry Group 736 of the 

SIC Manual, latest version, 

     (j) computer programming, data processing and 

other computer-related services, as defined 

or classified under Industry Group 737 of 

the SIC Manual, latest version, 

     (k) miscellaneous business services, as defined 

or classified under Industry Group 738 of 

the SIC Manual, latest version, 

     (l) medical and dental laboratories, as defined 

or classified under Industry Group 807 of 

the SIC Manual, latest version, and 

     (m) engineering and management services, as 

defined or classified under Major Group 87 

of the SIC Manual, latest version. 
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b. An establishment described in subparagraph a of this 

paragraph shall not be considered to be engaged in a 

basic industry unless it offers, or will offer within 

one hundred eighty (180) days of the date it receives 

the first incentive payment pursuant to the provisions 

of this act, a basic health benefits plan to the 

individuals it employs in new direct jobs in this 

state which is determined by the Oklahoma Department 

of Commerce to consist of the following elements or 

elements substantially equivalent thereto: 

(1) not less than fifty percent (50%) of the premium 

shall be paid by the employer, 

(2) coverage for basic hospital care, 

(3) coverage for physician care, 

(4) coverage for mental health care, 

(5) coverage for substance abuse treatment, 

(6) coverage for prescription drugs, and 

(7) coverage for prenatal care; 

   2.  "New direct job" means full-time-equivalent employment in 

this state in an establishment which has qualified to receive an 

incentive payment pursuant to the provisions of this act which did 

not exist in this state prior to the date of approval by the 

Department of Commerce of the application of the establishment 

pursuant to the provisions of Section 3604 of this title; 

3.  "Estimated direct state benefits" means the tax revenues 

projected by the Department of Commerce to accrue to the state as a 

result of new direct jobs; 

4.  "Estimated direct state costs" means the costs projected by 

the Department of Commerce to accrue to the state as a result of new 

direct jobs.  Such costs shall include but not be limited to: 

a. the costs of education of new state resident children, 
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b. the costs of public health, public safety and 

transportation services to be provided to new state 

residents, 

c. the costs of other state services to be provided to 

new state residents, and 

d. the costs of other state services; 

5.  "Estimated net direct state benefits" means the estimated 

direct state benefits less the estimated direct state costs; 

6.  "Net benefit rate" means the estimated net direct state 

benefits computed as a percentage of gross payroll; provided, the 

net benefit rate may be variable and shall not exceed five percent 

(5%); 

7.  "Gross payroll" means wages, as defined in Section 2385.1 of 

Title 68 of the Oklahoma Statutes, for new direct jobs; and 

8. a. "Establishment" means any business or governmental 

entity, no matter what legal form, including, but not 

limited to, a sole proprietorship; partnership; 

corporation or combination of corporations which have 

a central parent corporation which makes corporate 

management decisions such as those involving 

consolidation, acquisition, merger or expansion; 

federal agency; political subdivision of the State of 

Oklahoma; or trust authority; provided, distinct, 

identifiable subunits of such entities may be 

determined to be an establishment, for all purposes of 

this act, by the Oklahoma Department of Commerce 

subject to the following conditions: 

(1) the entity must have a minimum payroll of Two 

Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars 

($2,500,000.00) and the subunit must also have or 

will have a minimum payroll of Two Million Five 

Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,500,000.00), 
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(2) the subunit is engaged in an activity or service 

or produces a product which is demonstratively 

independent and separate from the entity's other 

activities, services or products and could be 

conducted or produced in the absence of any other 

activity, service or production of the entity, 

(3) has an accounting system capable of tracking or 

facilitating an audit of the subunit's payroll, 

expenses, revenue and production.  Limited 

interunit overlap of administrative and 

purchasing functions shall not disqualify a 

subunit from consideration as an establishment by 

the Oklahoma Department of Commerce, 

(4) the entity has not previously had a subunit 

determined to be an establishment pursuant to 

this section, and 

(5) it is determined by the Department of Commerce 

that the entity will have a probable net gain in 

total employment within the incentive period. 

b. The Oklahoma Department of Commerce may promulgate 

rules to further limit the circumstances under which a 

subunit may be considered an establishment.  The 

Department of Commerce shall promulgate rules to 

determine whether a subunit of an entity achieves a 

net gain in total employment.  The Department shall 

establish criteria for determining the period of time 

within which such gain must be demonstrated and a 

method for determining net gain in total employment. 

B.  The Incentive Approval Committee is hereby created and shall 

consist of the Director of State Finance, the Director of the 

Department of Commerce and one member of the Oklahoma Tax Commission 

appointed by the Tax Commission.  It shall be the duty of the 



ENGR. H. B. NO. 2146 Page 24 

 

Committee to determine, upon initial application on a form approved 

by the Committee, if an establishment is engaged in a basic industry 

as defined in subdivisions (a) through (m) of division (7) of 

subparagraph a of paragraph 1 of subsection A of this section or as 

otherwise provided by subsection C of this section. 

C.  For an establishment defined as a "basic industry" pursuant 

to division (4) or division (5) of subparagraph a of paragraph 1 of 

subsection A of this section, the Incentive Approval Committee shall 

consist of the members provided by subsection B of this section and 

the President of the Oklahoma Center for the Advancement of Science 

and Technology. 

SECTION 7.     NONCODIFICATION     Section 1 of this act shall 

not be codified in the Oklahoma Statutes. 

SECTION 8.  Section 3 of this act shall become effective January 

1, 1996. 

SECTION 9.  Section 6 of this act shall become effective July 1, 

1996. 

SECTION 10.  Sections 2, 4 and 5 of this act shall become 

effective January 1, 1997. 

SECTION 11.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby  

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 

Passed the House of Representatives the 7th day of March, 1996. 

 

 

 

Speaker of the House of 

Representatives 

 

Passed the Senate the ____ day of __________, 1996. 
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President of the Senate 

 

 


