
 

 

 

 

 

SHORT TITLE:  Commending Highway Patrol Trooper Jim Siler for his 

heroism; distribution. 
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STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

2nd Session of the 44th Legislature (1994) 

SENATE CONCURRENT 

RESOLUTION NO. 052 By: Harrison and Muegge of the 

Senate 

 

  and 

 

Holt of the House 

 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

A Concurrent Resolution commending Highway Patrol Trooper 

Jim Siler for his efforts, bravery at imminent risk of 

serious bodily injury, exceptional heroism and persistence; 

congratulating him on his selection as a Trooper of the 

Year by the Oklahoma Highway Users Federation; and 

directing distribution.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, Oklahoma Highway Patrol Trooper Jim Siler #834 has been 

a State Trooper for five and a half years.  The 30-year-old is 

presently stationed in Ponca City assigned to Troop K as a canine 

handler.  Prior to this assignment, Trooper Siler was stationed in 

Texas County where he maintained an excellent record for narcotics 

interdiction; and 

WHEREAS, on October 15, 1993, at noon, Trooper Siler was working 

traffic on Interstate-35 in Kay County near Tonkawa when he stopped 

a vehicle driven by Emil Elvis Decoteau.  Decoteau, unknown to 

Trooper Siler, was wanted for a triple murder.  During the initial 

contact by Trooper Siler with Decoteau, Trooper Siler observed the 

butt of a shotgun laying on the floor between the driver's feet.  

Trooper Siler ordered Decoteau out of the vehicle and began to 

search him.  Trooper Siler asked if the shotgun was loaded.  

Decoteau replied, "you bet it is" and attempted to reach the weapon; 

and 
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WHEREAS, a struggle ensued and Decoteau was able to get to the 

shotgun.  Trooper Siler then drew his sidearm as Decoteau brought 

the shotgun out of the vehicle, pointing the weapon toward Trooper 

Siler. Trooper Siler ordered Decoteau to drop the shotgun.  When 

there was no response, Trooper Siler fired several rounds through 

the rear window of the vehicle in which Decoteau had taken cover.  

Decoteau then started his vehicle and attempted to elude Trooper 

Siler.  Trooper Siler pursued Decoteau over several miles of county 

roads, radioing information to Troop K Headquarters in reference to 

Decoteau's tag and vehicle, and reporting he was in pursuit with 

shots being exchanged.  From the radio exchange, Trooper Siler 

learned that Decoteau was wanted; and 

WHEREAS, Decoteau took evasive action, turning into a field 

beside a wooded creek, exiting his vehicle, and running across the 

creek.  Trooper Siler arrived at the scene and exchanged shots with 

Decoteau before the fugitive escaped through heavy brush.  Trooper 

Siler returned to his unit to direct approaching units to the 

location.  During this time, Trooper Siler maintained a vigilance on 

the wooded area to lessen the chances of an escape by Decoteau.  

Arriving troopers were positioned to assure that Decoteau was 

contained in the area.  When the Oklahoma Highway Patrol Tactical 

Team arrived, Trooper Siler accompanied them into the wooded area in 

an effort to locate and apprehend Decoteau.  Another exchange of 

gunfire occurred when Trooper Siler and the Tac Team entered the 

wooded area.  At 7:25 p.m. Decoteau was located, dead from a self-

inflicted gunshot wound; and 

WHEREAS, Oklahoma Highway Patrol Trooper Jim Siler was selected 

as a Trooper of the Year by the Oklahoma Highway Users Federation 

and honored at a luncheon.  The Highway Safety Recognition award 

luncheon is a 25-year tradition of the organization. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE 2ND SESSION 

OF THE 44TH OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

CONCURRING THEREIN: 

THAT the Oklahoma State Legislature commends Oklahoma Highway 

Patrol Trooper Jim Siler #834 for his efforts, bravery at imminent 

risk of serious bodily injury, exceptional heroism and persistence. 

THAT the Oklahoma State Legislature congratulates Oklahoma 

Highway Patrol Trooper Jim Siler upon his selection as Trooper of 

the Year by the Oklahoma Highway Users Federation. 

THAT copies of this resolution be distributed to Oklahoma 

Highway Patrol Trooper Jim Siler, the Commissioner of the Department 

of Public Safety, and the Oklahoma Highway Users Federation. 
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