
 

 

 

 

 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

2nd Session of the 44th Legislature (1994) 

HOUSE BILL NO. 2586 By: Seikel 

 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

An Act relating to traffic offenses; amending 22 O.S. 

1991, Section 196, which relates to warrantless 

arrest; providing exception to warrantless arrest; 

amending 47 O.S. 1991, Section 11-705, which 

relates to school buses; authorizing certain 

rebuttable presumption; providing for notice; 

providing for limited liability in certain 

circumstances; providing an exemption; and 

providing an effective date. 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     AMENDATORY     22 O.S. 1991, Section 196, is 

amended to read as follows: 

Section 196.  A peace officer may, without a warrant, arrest a 

person: 

1.  For a public offense which is, except as otherwise provided 

by law, committed or attempted in his presence; 

2.  When the person arrested has committed a felony, although 

not in his presence;  

3.  When a felony has in fact been committed, and he has 

reasonable cause for believing the person arrested to have committed 

it; 
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4.  On a charge, made upon reasonable cause, of the commission 

of a felony by the party arrested; 

5.  When he has probable cause to believe that the party was 

driving or in actual physical control of a motor vehicle involved in 

an accident upon the public highways, streets or turnpikes and was 

under the influence of alcohol or intoxicating liquor or who was 

under the influence of any substance included in the Uniform 

Controlled Dangerous Substances Act, Sections 2-101 et seq. of Title 

63 of the Oklahoma Statutes; or 

6.  Anywhere, including his place of residence, if the peace 

officer has probable cause to believe the person within the 

preceding four (4) hours has committed an act of domestic abuse as 

defined by Section 60.1 of this title, although the assault did not 

take place in the presence of the peace officer.  A peace officer 

may not arrest a person pursuant to this section without first 

observing a recent physical injury to, or an impairment of the 

physical condition of, the alleged victim. 

SECTION 2.     AMENDATORY     47 O.S. 1991, Section 11-705, is 

amended to read as follows: 

Section 11-705.  A.  The driver of a vehicle meeting or 

overtaking a school bus that is stopped to take on or discharge 

school children, and on which the red loading signals are in 

operation, is to stop his vehicle before it reaches the school bus 

and not proceed until the loading signals are deactivated and then 

proceed past such school bus at a speed which is reasonable and with 

due caution for the safety of such school children and other 

occupants. 

B.  Every school bus used for the transportation of school 

children shall bear upon the front and rear thereof plainly visible 

signs containing the words "SCHOOL BUS" in letters not less than 

eight (8) inches in height and in addition shall be equipped with 

visual signals meeting the requirements of Section 12-218 of this 
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title, which shall be actuated by the driver of said school bus 

whenever but only whenever such vehicle is stopped on the highway 

for the purpose of receiving or discharging school children. 

C.  The driver of a vehicle upon a highway with separate 

roadways need not stop upon meeting or passing a school bus which is 

on a different roadway or when upon a controlled-access highway and 

the school bus is stopped in a loading zone which is a part of or 

adjacent to such highway and where pedestrians are not permitted to 

cross the roadway. 

D.  If the driver of a school bus witnesses a violation of the 

provisions of subsection A of this section, within twenty-four (24) 

hours of the alleged offense, he shall report the violation, the 

vehicle color, license tag number, and the time and place such 

violation occurred to the law enforcement authority of the 

municipality where the violation occurred.  The law enforcement 

authority of a municipality shall issue a letter of warning on the 

alleged violation to the person in whose name the vehicle is 

registered.  The Office of the Attorney General shall provide a form 

letter to each municipal law enforcement agency in this state for 

the issuance of the warning provided for in this subsection.  Such 

form letter shall be used by each such law enforcement agency in the 

exact form provided for by the Office of the Attorney General.  A 

warning letter issued pursuant to this subsection shall not be 

recorded on the driving record of the person to whom such letter was 

issued.  Issuance of a warning letter pursuant to this section shall 

not preclude the imposition of other penalties as provided by law If 

a police officer or a school bus driver witnesses a violation of the 

provisions of this section there shall be a rebuttable presumption 

that the person in whose name the vehicle is registered has 

committed the violation.  Charges shall not be brought against the 

registered owner until a law enforcement officer has notified the 

owner by telephone or in person concerning the violation.  When the 
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vehicle is owned by multiple owners, only one of the owners may be 

convicted of the violation.  This rebuttable presumption shall be 

inapplicable to owners of rental vehicles. 

SECTION 3.  This act shall become effective September 1, 1994. 
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