
 

 

 

 

 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

2nd Session of the 44th Legislature (1994) 

HOUSE BILL NO. 2498 By: Hamilton (Jeff) 

 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

An Act relating to public health and safety; creating 

the Fetal and Infant Mortality Review; adding to 

powers and duties of the State Department of 

Health; specifying content and purpose of review; 

requiring establishment of certain review 

committees; providing for membership and duties; 

requiring for certain confidentiality; making 

certain information not available for discovery; 

providing exceptions; providing for application of 

section; providing for liability; specifying 

limitations; requiring coordination; providing for 

codification; and providing an effective date.  

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 1-551.2 of Title 63, unless 

there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  There is hereby created the "Fetal and Infant Mortality 

Review" within the Oklahoma State Department of Health, Maternal and 

Infant Health Services.  Review activities shall be conducted at the 

community level. 
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B.  The Fetal and Infant Mortality Review process shall 

systematically evaluate fetal and infant deaths occurring in a 

designated geographic area in relation to various public health, 

behavioral, administrative, psychosocial, environmental, educational 

and medical factors which may contribute to adverse pregnancy 

outcomes. 

C.  The State Department of Health shall establish 

multidisciplinary Technical Review Committees and Community Review 

Committees which shall have the power to: 

1.  Establish community-based procedures for conducting Fetal 

and Infant Mortality Review consistent with standards established by 

the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists; 

2.  Conduct case reviews of fetal and infant deaths in a 

designated geographic area of the state; 

3.  Establish and maintain statistical information related to 

fetal and infant deaths including, but not limited to, demographic 

and medical information; 

4.  Request and obtain all records and reports pertaining to a 

fetal or infant death under review including, but not limited to, 

the medical examiner's report, hospital records, birth certificates, 

death certificates, perinatal and pediatric medical records, and 

social service records.  Confidential information provided to a 

Review Committee shall be maintained by that Committee in a 

confidential manner as otherwise required by state and federal law; 

5.  Request the preparation of additional information and 

reports as determined to be necessary by the Review Committee; and 

6.  Review the policies, practices and procedures of the health 

and social services systems related to fetal and infant deaths and 

make specific recommendations to entities comprising such systems 

for actions necessary for the improvement of said system. 

D.  All proceedings of and all data and information acquired by 

Review Committees in the exercise of their duties are confidential.  
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These proceedings and documents shall not be subject to discovery, 

subpoena or introduction into evidence in any civil action except 

upon appeal from the Committee action.  Information, documents or 

records which are otherwise available from original sources are not 

immune from discovery or use in a civil action merely because they 

were presented during the Committee proceedings nor shall any 

complainant or witness before the Committee proceedings be prevented 

from testifying in a civil action as to matters of which he has 

knowledge apart from the Committee proceedings or revealing such 

matters to third persons.  Confidentiality provisions do not prevent 

Committees from issuing reports containing solely nonidentifying 

data and information. 

E.  There shall be no monetary liability on the part of, and no 

cause of action for damages against a member of an appointed 

Committee established to review patient medical and health records 

in order to study the causes of death and disease for any act or 

proceeding undertaken or performed within the scope of the functions 

of the Committee if the Committee member acts without malice, has 

made reasonable effort to obtain the facts relating to the matter 

under consideration, and acts in the belief that the action taken by 

him is warranted by the facts known to him. 

F.  In order to avoid duplication of the duties and 

responsibilities, the activities of the Fetal and Infant Mortality 

Review shall be coordinated with the activities of the Child Death 

Review Committee. 

SECTION 2.  This act shall become effective September 1, 1994. 
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