
 

 

 

 

 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

1st Session of the 44th Legislature (1993) 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1766 By: Caldwell 

 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

An Act relating to education; providing limits of 

liability for tort claims against certain schools 

and educational institutions; prohibiting exemplary 

or punitive damages in certain circumstances; 

providing scope of application of law; defining 

terms; providing for codification; and providing an 

effective date. 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2411 of Title 70, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  The total liability of a private or parochial school for 

tort claims arising out of an accident or occurrence shall not 

exceed: 

1.  Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) for any claim or 

to any claimant who has more than one claim for loss of property 

arising out of a single act, accident or occurrence; 

2.  One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) to any claimant 

for any other loss arising out of a single act, accident or 

occurrence; or 
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3.  One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00) for any number of claims 

arising out of a single act, accident or occurrence. 

B.  No award for damages in an action or any claim against a 

private or parochial school shall include punitive or exemplary 

damages. 

C.  The provisions of this section shall apply to actions or 

claims against a private or parochial school or its employees acting 

within the scope of their employment; provided, in no event shall a 

private or parochial school be liable for losses due to actions of 

employees not acting within the scope of their employment. 

D.  As used in this section: 

1.  "Private or parochial school" means a nonprofit nonpublic 

educational facility that is not supported by public taxation or 

other public funds and which offers elementary education, which may 

include preschool or kindergarten, or offers secondary education, or 

offers both elementary and secondary education; 

2.  "Tort" means a legal wrong, independent of contract, 

involving violation of a duty imposed by general law or otherwise, 

resulting in a loss to any person, association or corporation as the 

proximate result of an act or omission of a private or parochial 

school or an employee of the school acting within the scope of 

employment; 

3.  "Scope of employment" means performance by an employee 

acting in good faith within the duties of employment or of tasks 

lawfully assigned by a supervisor or other person having the 

authority from the school to assign such tasks, but shall not 

include criminal acts or gross negligence; 

4.  "Loss" means death or injury to the body or rights of a 

person or damage to real or personal property or rights therein. 

  SECTION 2.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 4106 of Title 70, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 
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A.  The total liability of a nonprofit private educational 

institution for tort claims arising out of an accident or occurrence 

shall not exceed: 

1.  Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) for any claim or 

to any claimant who has more than one claim for loss of property 

arising out of a single act, accident or occurrence; 

2.  One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) to any claimant 

for any other loss arising out of a single act, accident or 

occurrence; or 

3.  One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00) for any number of claims 

arising out of a single act, accident or occurrence. 

B.  No award for damages in an action or any claim against a 

private educational institution shall include punitive or exemplary 

damages. 

C.  The provisions of this section shall apply to actions or 

claims against a private educational institution or its employees 

acting within the scope of their employment; provided, in no event 

shall a private educational institution be liable for losses due to 

actions of employees not acting within the scope of their 

employment. 

D.  As used in this section: 

1.  "Private educational institution" means an institution of 

higher learning accredited pursuant to Section 4103 of Title 70 of 

the Oklahoma Statutes;  

2.  "Tort" means a legal wrong, independent of contract, 

involving violation of a duty imposed by general law or otherwise, 

resulting in a loss to any person, association or corporation as the 

proximate result of an act or omission of private educational 

institution or an employee of the school acting within the scope of 

employment; 

3.  "Scope of employment" means performance by an employee 

acting in good faith within the duties of employment or of tasks 
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lawfully assigned by a supervisor or other person having the 

authority from the school to assign such tasks, but shall not 

include criminal acts or gross negligence; 

4.  "Loss" means death or injury to the body or rights of a 

person or damage to real or personal property or rights therein. 

SECTION 3.  This act shall become effective September 1, 1993. 
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