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AS INTRODUCED 

An Act relating to labor; authorizing the employment 

of attorneys for the Department of Labor; amending 

74 O.S. 1991, Section 18c, which relates to 

exempting certain state agencies from requirements 

relating to the Attorney General's Office; 

exempting the Department of Labor from such 

requirements; providing for codification; and 

declaring an emergency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 1.2 of Title 40, unless there is 

created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

The Commissioner of the Department of Labor shall employ 

attorneys to serve as legal counsel for the Department of Labor.  

The attorneys shall be authorized to appear for and represent the 

Department of Labor in all litigation that may arise from the 

discharge of its duties, except as otherwise provided in this 

section, and shall advise it upon all legal matters pertaining to 

the Department of Labor.  The salary for the attorneys shall be 

fixed by the Commissioner.  The attorneys and, in addition, the 
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Attorney General, are further authorized to appear for and represent 

officers and employees of the Department of Labor in any civil suits 

brought against such officers and employees in their individual 

capacities upon alleged causes of action which arose from acts or 

omissions of such officers and employees within the scope of their 

official duties. 

SECTION 2.     AMENDATORY     74 O.S. 1991, Section 18c, is 

amended to read as follows: 

Section 18c.  Subject to the exceptions hereinafter set out, no 

state officer, board or commission, except the Corporation 

Commission, the Board of Managers of the State Insurance Fund, the 

Oklahoma Tax Commission, the Commissioners of the Land Office, the 

Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission also known as the Commission for 

Human Services, the Board of Corrections, the Department of Public 

Safety, the Oklahoma State Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs 

Control, the Alcoholic Beverage Laws Enforcement Commission, the 

Department of Labor, the Transportation Commission and the Office 

Department of Public Affairs Central Services, shall have authority 

to employ or appoint attorneys to advise or represent said officer, 

board or commission, in any matter, and all the legal duties of such 

officer, board or commission shall devolve upon and are hereby 

vested in the Attorney General; provided that the Governor shall 

have authority to employ special counsel to protect the rights or 

interest of the state as provided in Section 6 of this title; and 

provided further, that liquidation agents of banks shall have the 

authority to employ local counsel, with the consent of the Bank 

Commissioner and the Attorney General and the approval of the 

district court.  At the request of any state officer, board or 

commission, except the Corporation Commission, the Board of Managers 

of the State Insurance Fund, Oklahoma Tax Commission and the 

Commissioners of the Land Office, the Grand River Dam Authority, the 

Oklahoma State Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs Control, the 
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Alcoholic Beverage Laws Enforcement Commission and the Interstate 

Oil and Gas Compact Commission, the Attorney General shall defend 

any action in which they may be sued in their official capacity, and 

at their request the Attorney General shall have authority to 

institute suits in the name of the State of Oklahoma on their 

relation, provided after investigation he is convinced there is 

sufficient legal merit to justify the action.  Provided however, any 

officer, board, or commission which has the authority to employ or 

appoint attorneys may request that the Attorney General defend any 

action arising pursuant to the provisions of the Governmental Tort 

Claims Act.  Provided further, that nothing in this section shall be 

construed to repeal or affect the provisions of the statutes of this 

state pertaining to attorneys and legal advisors of the several 

commissions and departments of state last hereinabove mentioned, and 

all acts and parts of acts pertaining thereto shall be and remain in 

full force and effect. 

SECTION 3.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
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