
 

 

 

 

 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

2nd Session of the 43rd Legislature (1992) 

SENATE BILL NO. 809 BY: EASLEY 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

AN ACT RELATING TO MUNICIPAL COURTS; AMENDING 11 O.S. 

1991, SECTION 27-104, WHICH RELATES TO MUNICIPAL 

JUDGES; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO TERMINATE 

MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGES WITH CERTAIN APPROVAL; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     AMENDATORY     11 O.S. 1991, Section 27-104, is 

amended to read as follows: 

Section 27-104.  A.  The number of judges for each municipal 

court shall be determined by the governing body of the municipality 

where the court is established.  The judge of each municipal court 

shall be appointed and may be terminated by the mayor of the 

municipality where the court is established, with the consent of the 

municipal governing body.  The judge of any municipal court shall be 

licensed to practice law in Oklahoma, except as provided for in 

subsections B and C of this section.  He shall serve for a term of 

two (2) years, said term expiring on a date fixed by ordinance, and 

until his successor is appointed and qualified, unless removed by 

the vote of a majority of all members of the governing body for such 
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cause as is provided for by law for the removal of public officers.  

Any appointment to fill a vacancy shall be for the unexpired term.  

Except in cities with a population of more than two hundred thousand 

(200,000), nothing in the provisions of this section shall be 

construed to prevent the judge from engaging in the practice of law 

in any other court during his tenure of office.  The judge shall be 

paid a salary to be fixed by the municipal governing body.  He shall 

be paid in the same manner as other municipal officials.  

B.  In any municipality with a population of less than seven 

thousand five hundred (7,500), the mayor, with the consent of the 

governing body of the municipality, may appoint as judge:  

1.  an attorney licensed to practice law in Oklahoma, who 

resides in the county in which the municipality is located or in an 

adjacent county; or  

2.  an attorney licensed to practice law in Oklahoma who 

maintains a permanent office in the municipality; or  

3.  any suitable person residing in the municipality or within 

twenty (20) miles of the boundaries of the municipality.  

The mayor may be designated as judge of the municipal court upon 

approval of the governing body of the municipality.  

C.  In any municipality with a population of seven thousand five 

hundred (7,500) or more, if no attorney licensed to practice law in 

Oklahoma resides in the county or in an adjacent county in which the 

municipality is located, who is at the time of appointment willing 

to accept the appointment as judge, the mayor, with the consent of 

the governing body of the municipality, may appoint any suitable and 

proper person as judge.  

D.  If the judge of the municipal court is not a licensed 

attorney, the trial shall be to the court, and the court may not 

impose a fine of more than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) and may not order 

the defendant imprisoned except for the nonpayment of fines or costs 

or both.  
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SECTION 2.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
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