
 

 

 

 

 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

2nd Session of the 43rd Legislature (1992) 

SENATE BILL NO. 807 BY: RUBOTTOM 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

AN ACT RELATING TO STATE GOVERNMENT; CREATING THE 

OKLAHOMA STATE GOVERNMENT MEDIATION BOARD; STATING 

PURPOSE AND INTENT OF BOARD; STATING MEMBERSHIP OF 

BOARD; STATING TERM OF CERTAIN BOARD MEMBERS; 

PROVIDING FOR MEMBERS TO BE APPOINTED BY THE 

PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER 

OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES; STATING PROCEDURE 

FOR REQUESTING MEDIATION BY BOARD; REQUIRING THE 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR TO PROVIDE CERTAIN SUPPORT 

FOR BOARD; REQUIRING GOVERNOR TO CALL MEETING 

WITHIN CERTAIN TIME PERIOD; REQUIRING MEETINGS TO 

BE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC; DECLARING DECISIONS OF THE 

BOARD NOT BINDING; STATING EXCEPTION; PROVIDING FOR 

CODIFICATION; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 8000.1 of Title 74, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows 
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A.  There is hereby created the Oklahoma State Government 

Mediation Board, for the purpose of mediating disputes arising 

between the various governmental entities of the State of Oklahoma, 

including all agencies, boards, commissions, trusts, authorities and 

political subdivisions of the State of Oklahoma.  At the request of 

any party to any intergovernmental dispute, the Board shall mediate 

the dispute for the purpose of avoiding expensive and unnecessary 

court proceedings between the various units of government within the 

State of Oklahoma before any action or claim may be judicially 

prosecuted by any party to the dispute. 

B.  The Oklahoma State Government Mediation Board shall be 

composed of five (5) members.  Two members shall be appointed by the 

Governor and three members shall be selected by the Board of 

Governors of the Oklahoma Bar Association.  The members shall be 

attorneys licensed to practice in the State of Oklahoma, mediators 

certified pursuant to the Dispute Resolution Act, Section 1801 et 

seq. of Title 12 of the Oklahoma Statutes, or retired judges who 

have presided over any court of record in the State of Oklahoma.  

Members shall serve at the pleasure of their appointing authority.  

The Governor shall call the first meeting of the Board.  At that 

meeting, the members shall elect among their number one member to 

serve as chairman.  Members of the Board shall receive no 

compensation, but shall be eligible to receive travel reimbursement 

as provided in the State Travel Reimbursement Act, Section 500.1 et 

seq. of Title 74 of the Oklahoma Statutes. 

C.  Disputes between any state agency, board, commission, trust, 

authority or any political subdivisions of the state and any other 

such entity may be brought before the Board by a letter of request 

to the Chairman of the Oklahoma State Government Mediation Board 

from any party to the dispute.  The Office of the Governor shall 

provide administrative support for the Board.  A hearing of the 

Board shall be called by the Chairman within thirty (30) days of 
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receipt of a letter requesting such hearing.  All meetings of the 

Board shall be open to the public in accordance with the Oklahoma 

Open Meeting Act, Section 301 et seq. of Title 25 of the Oklahoma 

Statutes.  Decisions of the Board shall not be binding on either 

party to the dispute, except upon agreement by both parties. 

SECTION 2.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
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