
 

 

 

 

 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

1st Session of the 43rd Legislature (1991) 
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AS INTRODUCED 

AN ACT RELATING TO STATE GOVERNMENT; AUTHORIZING 

OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE TO ESTABLISH 

CERTIFICATION PROGRAM FOR WOMEN-OWNED BUSINESSES; 

DEFINING TERM; STATING REASON AND BASIS FOR 

CERTIFICATION AND REQUIRING CERTAIN INFORMATION; 

STATING PROGRAM SHALL NOT REPLACE SIMILAR 

PROCEDURES OR PROGRAMS OF OTHER AGENCIES; STATING 

PURPOSE; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; AND PROVIDING 

AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 5010.5 of Title 74, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  In order to facilitate contracting capabilities of women-

owned businesses with public and private entities, and to establish 

criteria to certify such businesses, the Oklahoma Department of 

Commerce may establish a certification program for women-owned 

businesses which are in compliance with the definition of a small-
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business concern as set forth in 15 U.S.C., Section 632 and in 

regulations promulgated pursuant to said section by the Small 

Business Administration.  For purposes of this section, a women-

owned business is one that is at least fifty-one percent (51%) owned 

and operated on a day-to-day basis by one or more females.  

Provided, if majority ownership is held by persons recognized as 

members of a socially and economically disadvantaged group, the 

business may be classified and certified as a minority-owned 

business. 

B.  The Department shall issue certificates to women-owned 

businesses which are small-business concerns as evidence of 

ownership for the purpose of contracting with corporate or 

governmental entities.  Certification shall be based upon 

information which is required by the Department from the business 

seeking certification and which will be subject to verification and 

approval by the Department.  The Department shall require an 

affidavit of ownership, organization and decision-making authority, 

financial information and such other information deemed necessary by 

the Department to evaluate a business for certification.  The 

certification program shall not replace any certification procedures 

or programs of other governmental agencies. 

C.  Certificates issued by the Department pursuant to this 

section shall not be financial guarantees or personal approvals of 

businesses but shall be for the purpose of verifying that businesses 

are women-owned in order to enhance the ability of such businesses 

to contract with public and private entities and to access state and 

federal information and assistance. 

SECTION 2.  This act shall become effective September 1, 1991. 
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