
 

 

 

 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

2nd Session of the 43rd Legislature (1992) 

HOUSE JOINT 

RESOLUTION NO. 1058 BY: HOWARD and STITES 

 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

 

A JOINT RESOLUTION REQUIRING THE OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT 

OF HEALTH TO BEGIN PARTICIPATING IN THE ENUMERATION-AT-

BIRTH PROGRAM; PROVIDING FOR POWERS AND DUTIES; PROVIDING 

FOR CODIFICATION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, although a child may be too young to have a job, a 

child is never too young to have a social security number; and 

WHEREAS, in fact, more than two-thirds (2/3) of parents apply 

for social security numbers for their children before the children 

are three (3) years old; and 

WHEREAS, parents need for their young children to have social 

security numbers for many reasons, including opening bank accounts 

for them, buying savings bonds for them, applying for some kinds of 

governmental benefits for them, or claiming the children as 

dependents on federal income tax returns after they have become one 

(1) year of age; and 

WHEREAS, the federal Social Security Administration has 

inaugurated a new program, popularly known as the enumeration-at-

birth program, by which a parent may apply for a social security 

number for his new baby at the same time that he submits the 

information needed by the hospital representative or physician in 

order to complete a birth certificate for the baby, by authorizing 

the state vital statistics office to share certain information with 
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the Social Security Administration, in which case a social security 

card will be issued for the new baby and mailed to the parent; and 

WHEREAS, applying for a social security number for a newborn 

baby under this program will eliminate the need for the parent to 

visit a social security office in person when he later needs such 

number for his child and the need for the parent to fill out a 

special application form and submit a birth certificate or other 

evidence to the federal Social Security Administration; and 

WHEREAS, under the enumeration-at-birth program, making 

application for a social security number for a baby at the time of 

birth is strictly voluntary; and 

WHEREAS, forty-seven other states participate in the 

enumeration-at-birth program; and 

WHEREAS, a state is not required to participate in this federal 

program but must make an election to do so. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

AND THE SENATE OF THE 2ND SESSION OF THE 43RD OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 1-311.1 of Title 63, unless 

there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

The Oklahoma State Department of Health shall make arrangements 

with the United States Social Security Administration to enable this 

state to begin participating, as soon as practicable, in the 

voluntary enumeration-at-birth program established by that federal 

agency.  The Oklahoma State Department of Health is authorized to 

and shall take any actions that are necessary in order to administer 

the program in this state, including modifying the procedures and 

forms used in the birth registration process. 

SECTION 2.  This act shall become effective September 1, 1992. 
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