
 

 

 

 

 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

1st Session of the 43rd Legislature (1991) 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1376 BY: PILGRIM 

 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

AN ACT RELATING TO AGRICULTURE; AMENDING 2 O.S. 1981, 

SECTION 741, WHICH RELATES TO PENALTIES FOR SETTING 

CERTAIN FIRES; ENLARGING SCOPE OF FIRES; MODIFYING 

PENALTY; REQUIRING WRITTEN NOTICE TO CERTAIN FIRE 

DEPARTMENTS BEFORE SETTING CERTAIN FIRES; REQUIRING 

CERTAIN APPROVAL; PROVIDING FOR CIVIL LIABILITY FOR 

CERTAIN COSTS AND EXPENSES; STATING INTENT; 

PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY.  

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     AMENDATORY     2 O.S. 1981, Section 741, is 

amended to read as follows: 

Section 741. If any person shall set or cause to be set on fire 

any woods, marsh or prairie, or any grass or stubble lands, or any 

other open-field fire, or any trash, flammable liquids or materials 

or buildings or structures, except as hereinafter provided, such 

person shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 

thereof, be fined a sum not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) 

One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) nor less than Ten 

Dollars ($10.00) Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), or imprisonment in 

the county jail for a period not longer than six (6) months, one or 
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both at the discretion of the court, and shall also be liable in a 

civil action to any person or persons damaged by such fire to the 

amount of such damages. 

SECTION 2.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 742.1 of Title 2, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  It is unlawful for any person either willfully or carelessly 

to burn or cause to be burned or to set fire to or cause fire to be 

set to any grass, brush, stubble, prairie, trash, flammable liquids 

or materials, buildings or structures or other open-field fire 

unless the person first gives notice to the fire department of the 

political subdivision which is closest to the location of the fire.  

Before the fire may be lawfully set, the person must receive 

approval from the fire department. 

B.  The notice required in subsection A of this section shall 

state the time and location of the fire and shall be given to the 

appropriate fire department within a reasonable time prior to the 

setting of the fire.  All notices must be given at least two (2) 

hours prior to the time the fire is set. 

SECTION 3.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 742.2 of Title 2, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

If any person sets or causes to be set on fire any grass, brush, 

stubble, prairie, trash, flammable liquids or materials, buildings 

or structures or other open-field fire without giving notice as 

required in Section 2 of this act, the person, in addition to all 

other penalties provided by law, shall be liable for the payment of 

all reasonable costs and expenses incurred in responding to such 

emergency call and, if necessary, extinguishing the fire.  The costs 

and expenses shall be payable to the political subdivision which 

operates and maintains the responding fire department.  In the case 

of cooperating departments, the monies shall be disbursed in a 
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proportionate share based upon standard extinguishment costs unless 

otherwise agreed upon by the cooperating departments.  When such 

costs and expenses are not paid within thirty (30) days after 

demand, the political subdivision may take proper legal action for 

the collection thereof.  The liability for costs of extinguishment 

shall exist whether there is criminal prosecution or not and the 

liability shall extend to the person, firm, or corporation causing, 

directing, or permitting such activity as well as to the actual 

violator. 

SECTION 4.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 742.3 of Title 2, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

The provisions of Section 741 of this title and Sections 2 and 3 

of this act shall not be construed to repeal, amend or supercede any 

ordinance of any municipality which deals with the same subject 

within the corporate limits of the municipality to the extent that 

the terms of such ordinance shall exceed the requirements specified 

herein. 

SECTION 5.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
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