
 

 

 

 

 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

1st Session of the 43rd Legislature (1991) 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1305 BY: SEIKEL, BASTIN and 

HAMILTON (Jeff) of the 

HOUSE 

 

 and 

 

HERBERT and LEFTWICH of 

the SENATE 

 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

AN ACT RELATING TO PROFESSIONS AND OCCUPATIONS; 

CREATING THE OKLAHOMA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS 

REGISTRATION ACT; SPECIFYING PURPOSES; DEFINING 

TERMS; CREATING THE STATE BOARD OF REGISTRATION FOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS; PROVIDING FOR 

APPOINTMENT, MEMBERSHIP, TERMS AND QUALIFICATIONS; 

PROVIDING FOR PROFESSIONAL MEMBERS; PROVIDING FOR 

REMOVAL AND REAPPOINTMENT; PROVIDING FOR MEETINGS 

AND CERTAIN APPOINTMENTS; AUTHORIZING CERTAIN 

REIMBURSEMENTS; AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENT OF AN 

ADMINISTRATOR; SPECIFYING QUALIFICATIONS; PROVIDING 

FOR POWERS AND DUTIES; PROVIDING FOR LIABILITY; 

CREATING THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS REVOLVING 

FUND; PROVIDING FOR PURPOSES, EXPENDITURES AND 

DEPOSITS; PROHIBITING CERTAIN EXPENDITURES; 

REQUIRING CERTAIN AUDITS AND REPORTS; REQUIRING 

RECORD OF CERTAIN INFORMATION; MAKING CERTAIN 

INFORMATION PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE; MAKING CERTAIN 

RECORDS CONFIDENTIAL; REQUIRING PUBLISHING OF 

CERTAIN INFORMATION; SPECIFYING CERTAIN ELIGIBILITY 
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REQUIREMENTS; PROVIDING FOR FORMS AND FEES; 

PROVIDING FOR ISSUANCE OF CERTAIN LICENSES; 

PROVIDING FOR TERM OF LICENSES; PROVIDING FOR 

RENEWAL; SETTING FEES; AUTHORIZING DUPLICATING 

LICENSES; MAKING CERTAIN ACTS OR OMISSIONS GROUNDS 

FOR DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS; PROVIDING FOR NOTICE AND 

HEARING; SPECIFYING PROCEDURES; AUTHORIZING AND 

REQUIRING CORPORATIONS TO OBTAIN LICENSES; 

PROVIDING PROCEDURES AND REQUIREMENTS; MAKING 

CERTAIN ACTS UNLAWFUL; AUTHORIZING PENALTIES; 

AUTHORIZING ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR 

INJUNCTIVE ACTIONS; PROVIDING FOR VENUE; PROVIDING 

FOR CODE OF ETHICS; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2101 of Title 59, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Oklahoma 

Environmental Professionals Registration Act". 

SECTION 2.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2102 of Title 59, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

It is the policy of this state and the purpose of the Oklahoma 

Environmental Professionals Registration Act to protect the public 

interest by requiring that persons engaged in the field of 

environmental management, assessment and technology demonstrate a 

certain level of education, experience and competence in order to 

promote dependable environmental decision-making. 
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The practice of environmental management, assessment and 

technology shall be a privilege granted by the state through the 

Oklahoma Environmental Professionals Registration Act. 

SECTION 3.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2103 of Title 59, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

As used in the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals Registration 

Act: 

1.  "Registered Environmental Manager" means any person who has 

achieved the highest professional/management level of the State 

Board of Registration for Environmental Professionals; 

2.  "Registered Environmental Professional" means any person who 

has been certified by the State Board of Registration for 

Environmental Professionals as satisfying the qualifications and 

requirements for a registered environmental professional pursuant to 

the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals Registration Act; 

  3.  "Associate Environmental Professional" means any person who 

has satisfied the entry level program of the State Board of 

Registration for Environmental Professionals; 

4.  "Registered Environmental Property Assessor" means any 

person who has been certified by the State Board of Registry for 

Environmental Professionals to engage in the inspection and 

evaluation of the environmental risk in real property; 

5.  "Registered Environmental Laboratory Technologist" means any 

person who has been certified by the State Board of Registry for 

Environmental Professionals to engage in the laboratory management 

and/or analysis of environmental samples; 

6.  "Environmental Professional" means any person who is engaged 

in the field of environmental management, assessment and technology, 

including, but not limited to, the classifications established by 

the State Board of Registry for Environmental Professionals; 
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7.  "Board" means the State Board of Registration for 

Environmental Professionals; 

8.  "License" means the authorization of the Board to practice 

under the provisions of the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals 

Registration Act and in accordance with the registration 

requirements of the State Board of Registry for Environmental 

Professionals; and 

9.  "Person" means any individual, firm, association, 

partnership, copartner, joint venture, company, corporation, or any 

other legal corporation. 

SECTION 4.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2104 of Title 59, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  The State Board of Registration for Environmental 

Professionals is hereby established to administer the provisions of 

the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals Registration Act.  The 

Board shall consist of five (5) members to serve for six-year 

staggered terms.  All Board members shall be residents of this 

state.  All members are to be appointed by the Governor with the 

advice and consent of the State Senate. 

B.  At least two (2) of the five members shall have been engaged 

in the environmental field for not less than ten (10) years.  Each 

member of the Board shall receive a certificate of appointment from 

the Governor and shall file with the Secretary of State his written 

oath or affirmance for the faithful discharge of his duties. 

C.  The initial term of office of each member of the Board shall 

be as follows:  One member shall be appointed for a term of three 

(3) years, one member shall be appointed for a term of four (4) 

years, one member shall be appointed for a term of five (5) years 

and two members shall be appointed for a term of six (6) years.  

Thereafter the term of office shall be six (6) years.  A member may 

be reappointed to succeed himself. 
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D.  In the event of a vacancy on the Board, if the said vacancy 

has not been filled within three (3) months thereafter, the Board 

may appoint a provisional member to serve until the Governor 

appoints a new member. 

E.  The Governor may remove any member of the Board for gross 

misconduct, incompetency, neglect of duty or any sufficient cause in 

the manner prescribed by law for removal of state officials.  

Vacancies in the membership of the Registration Board shall be 

filled for the unexpired term by appointment by the Governor as 

provided in this section. 

F.  The Board shall hold at least four (4) regular meetings each 

year.  Special meetings may be held as required by the Board.  The 

Board shall elect annually, from among its members, the following 

officers:  a Chairman, a Vice Chairman and a Secretary.  A quorum of 

the Board shall consist of not less than three (3) members.  The 

Board shall maintain its offices and transact business in Oklahoma 

City.  The Board shall adopt an official seal which shall be affixed 

to each license granted by the Board.  The Board shall be reimbursed 

for all actual and necessary expenses incurred in the discharge of 

official duties as provided in the State Travel Reimbursement Act. 

G.  The Board may appoint a qualified person to serve as 

Administrator.  Such person shall have had not less than seven (7) 

years' practical experience in the environmental field including but 

not limited to audits, abatement and professional education.  The 

Administrator shall serve at the discretion of the Board.  The 

Administrator will be in charge of the Board's office and take and 

subscribe to the oath of office.  The Administrator shall receive 

such salary as the Board shall determine. 

SECTION 5.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2105 of Title 59, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  The Board shall have the power and duty to: 
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1.  Prescribe and promulgate rules, pursuant to the 

Administrative Procedures Act, necessary to implement the provisions 

of the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals Registration Act; 

2.  Subpoena witnesses and compel their attendance, and require 

the production of books, records, documents or other pertinent data, 

at any disciplinary or other proceeding in which a violation of the 

Oklahoma Environmental Professionals Registration Act is alleged; 

3.  Upon the failure or refusal of any person to comply with 

such subpoena or request, apply to any court of competent 

jurisdiction for an order to enforce compliance with the same; 

4.  Apply to any court of competent jurisdiction for relief by 

injunction in the manner provided in the rules of civil procedure, 

without bond, to enforce the provisions of the Oklahoma 

Environmental Professionals Registration Act or to restrain any 

violation thereof.  In such proceedings, it shall not be necessary 

to allege or prove either that an adequate remedy at law does not 

exist or that substantial or irreparable harm would result from the 

continued violation of the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals 

Registration Act; 

5.  Make orders as it may deem necessary or expedient in the 

performance of its duties; 

6.  Prepare, conduct and grade examinations, written or oral, of 

persons who apply for the issuance of licenses to them; 

7.  Determine the satisfactory passing score on such 

examinations and issue licenses to persons who pass the examinations 

or are otherwise entitled thereto; 

8.  Determine eligibility for licenses; 

9.  Issue licenses to persons meeting eligibility for licensure 

pursuant to the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals Registration 

Act; 
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10.  Upon good cause shown, as hereinafter provided, deny the 

issuance of a license or suspend, revoke or refuse to renew 

licenses, and upon proper showing, to reinstate them; 

11.  Review, affirm, reverse, vacate or modify its orders with 

respect to any such denials, suspensions, revocations or refusals to 

renew; 

12.  Establish and assess administrative penalties against any 

person or entity who violates any of the provisions of the Oklahoma 

Environmental Professionals Registration Act or any rule or 

regulation promulgated pursuant thereto; 

13.  Obtain an office, secure facilities and employ, direct, 

discharge and define the duties and set the salaries of office 

personnel as deemed necessary by the Board; 

14.  Initiate disciplinary, prosecution and injunctive 

proceedings against any person or entity who violates any of the 

provisions of the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals Registration 

Act or any rule or regulation promulgated pursuant thereto; 

15.  Investigate alleged violations of the Oklahoma 

Environmental Professionals Registration Act or of the rules and 

regulations, orders or final orders of the Board; 

16.  Promulgate rules of conduct governing the practice of 

licensed environmental professionals; 

17.  Keep accurate and complete records of its proceedings and 

certify the same as may be appropriate; 

18.  Request prosecution by the district attorney or the 

Attorney General of this state of any person or any violation of the 

Oklahoma Environmental Professionals Registration Act; 

19.  Whenever it deems it appropriate, confer with the Attorney 

General of this state or his assistants in connection with all legal 

matters and questions; 
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20.  Employ such clerical, technical and other persons as may be 

necessary for the proper performance of its duties pursuant to the 

Oklahoma Environmental Professionals Registration Act; and 

21.  Take such other action as may be reasonably necessary or 

appropriate to effectuate the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals 

Registration Act. 

B.  No action or other legal proceedings for damages shall be 

instituted against the Board or against any member or employee of 

the Board for any act done in good faith or in the performance of 

its or his duties hereunder or for any negligence or default in the 

performance of any duty hereunder. 

C.  All actions brought pursuant hereto shall be taken in the 

name of the Board.  Each member and employee of the Board shall be 

indemnified and held harmless, pursuant to the Governmental Tort 

Claims Act, from and against any and all causes of action, 

liabilities and claims which may be asserted against such member or 

employee arising out of the performance of his duties and 

responsibilities pursuant to the Oklahoma Environmental 

Professionals Registration Act. 

SECTION 6.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2106 of Title 59, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  The Administrator of the Board shall receive and account for 

all monies to be paid under the provisions of the Oklahoma 

Environmental Professionals Registration Act. 

B.  There is hereby created in the State Treasury a revolving 

fund for the Board, to be designated the "Environmental 

Professionals Revolving Fund".  The fund shall be a continuing fund, 

not subject to fiscal year limitations, and shall consist of all 

monies received by the Board, pursuant to the Oklahoma Environmental 

Professionals Registration Act.  All monies accruing to the credit 

of said fund are hereby appropriated and may be budgeted and 
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expended by the Board for the purpose of implementing the provisions 

of the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals Registration Act.  

Expenditures from said fund shall be made upon warrants issued by 

the State Treasurer against claims filed as prescribed by law with 

the Director of State Finance for approval and payment. 

    C.  Under no circumstances shall the total amount of 

expenditures and compensation paid by the Board exceed the amount of 

monies collected by the Board. 

D.  The Environmental Professionals Revolving Fund created 

hereby shall be audited annually by the State Auditor and Inspector 

of the State of Oklahoma and the Board shall file with the Governor 

a report of all monies collected and expended during the last fiscal 

year. 

SECTION 7.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2107 of Title 59, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  The Board shall keep a record of its proceedings and of all 

applications for registration showing: 

1.  the name, age and address of each applicant; 

2.  the date of application; 

3.  the place of business of such applicant; 

4.  the education, experience and other qualifications of such 

applicant; 

5.  the type of examination required to be taken by such 

applicant; 

6.  whether the application was accepted; 

7.  the date of any action taken by the Registration Board; and 

8.  such other information as may be deemed necessary by the 

Board. 

B.  The record of the Board shall be prima facie evidence of the 

proceedings of the Board and a transcript thereof, duly certified by 
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the Administrator of the Board under seal, shall be admissible as 

evidence in any proceeding brought pursuant hereto. 

C.  At the end of each fiscal year, the Board shall submit to 

the Governor a report of its proceedings and transactions during 

said fiscal year, including a complete accounting of its receipts 

and expenditures, certified by the Chairman and the Administrator of 

the Board. 

D.  Subject to the Oklahoma Open Records Act, the following 

classes of records and papers of the Board are confidential and not 

public records:  examination materials, file records of examination 

problem solutions, letters of inquiry and reference concerning 

applicants, Board inquiry forms concerning applicants, investigation 

files of pending investigations and all other matters of a like 

confidential nature. 

E.  A complete roster showing the names and addresses of all 

registered environmental professionals shall be published by the 

Administrator of the Board annually.  Interim rosters of new 

registrants may be issued at the Board's discretion.  Copies of 

these rosters may be obtained upon request and the payment of a fee 

determined by the Board to cover the cost of printing and mailing.  

Copies shall also be placed on file with the Secretary of State and 

county and city officials. 

SECTION 8.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2108 of Title 59, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

To be eligible to practice as an environmental professional 

after January 1, 1992, in the State of Oklahoma, a person shall be 

of good character and reputation.  Upon application and evidence of 

eligibility to certification and upon payment of all fees and dues 

established by the Board, a person shall be eligible to obtain a 

license from the Board entitling such person to practice as an 
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environmental professional on one of the registration levels 

established as follows: 

1.  Registered Environmental Manager. 

a. To practice as a Registered Environmental Manager, a 

person must satisfy the following requirements: 

(1) a Bachelor's degree from an accredited 

educational institution in an environmentally 

related discipline, 

(2) three (3) years' work experience directly related 

to environmental engineering, health, science or 

management, and 

(3) an examination containing one hundred fifty (150) 

multiple choice and essay questions to establish 

a person's understanding of environmental project 

coordination and management.  The exam topics 

shall include project management; environmental 

regulation; treatment technologies for air, 

surface, process and ground water; noise and 

occupational health; project planning; emergency 

conditions including but not limited to spills 

and injuries; public relations; hazardous 

materials chemistry and safety; and a basic 

understanding of global issues, ecosystems and 

endangered species. 

b. Any person duly certified as a Registered 

Environmental Manager with the National Registry of 

Environmental Professionals on the effective date of 

this act shall, upon presentation of proof of such 

registration, be presumed to have met the Oklahoma 

requirements and be eligible for registration in 

Oklahoma. 

2.  Registered Environmental Professional. 
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a. To practice as a Registered Environmental 

Professional, a person must satisfy the following 

requirements: 

(1) certification as one of the following 

classifications by an environmental organization 

approved by the State of Oklahoma Registration 

Board for Environmental Professionals: 

(a) Certified Industrial Hygienist, 

(b) Certified Trainer, 

(c) Certified Health Physicist, 

(d) Certified Safety Professional, 

(e) Certified Environmental Professional, 

(f) Certified Hazardous Materials Manager, 

(g) American Academy of Environmental Engineers 

Diplomat, 

(h) Registered or Certified Professional 

Geologist, 

(i) Certified Hazardous Waste Specialist, and 

(j) Registered as a Professional Sanitarian with 

the State of Oklahoma, or 

(2) A Graduate Level Environmental Specialty 

Certificate, Master's Degree or Doctorate from an 

accredited educational institution in a field 

directly related to environmental health, science 

or technology or a Juris Doctorate degree with a 

specialization in environmental law. 

b. Any person duly certified as a Registered 

Environmental Professional with the National Registry 

of Environmental Professionals on the effective date 

of this act shall, upon presentation of proof of such 

registration, be presumed to have met the Oklahoma 
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requirements and be eligible for registration in 

Oklahoma. 

3.  Associate Environmental Professional. 

a. To practice as an Associate Environmental 

Professional, a person must satisfy the following 

requirements: 

(1) two (2) years in a Bachelor's degree program such 

as environmental engineering, health/science, 

environmental management or hazardous materials 

management.  Three (3) years of acceptable work 

experience may be substituted for each year of an 

academic program, 

(2) an examination containing one hundred fifty (150) 

multiple choice and essay questions to establish 

a person's understanding of environmental project 

coordination and management. 

b. Any person duly certified as an Associate 

Environmental Professional with the National Registry 

of Environmental Professionals on the effective date 

of this act shall, upon presentation of proof of such 

registration, be presumed to have met the Oklahoma 

requirements and be eligible for registration in 

Oklahoma. 

4.  Registered Environmental Property Assessor. 

a. To practice as a Registered Environmental Property 

Assessor, a person must satisfy the following 

requirements: 

(1) a Bachelor's degree in an environmentally related 

discipline, or 

(2) registration as an Associate Environmental 

Professional, and 
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(3) two (2) years' work experience directly related 

to environmental property transfer assessments, 

and 

(4) an examination containing one hundred fifty (150) 

multiple choice and essay questions governing the 

following topics:  Basic concepts of federal 

environmental laws and health effects; site 

history analysis; sampling theory and techniques; 

document analysis; pollutant control and 

transport mechanisms; and development of an 

auditable environmental risk inventory. 

b. Any person duly certified as a Registered 

Environmental Property Assessor with the National 

Registry of Environmental Professionals on the 

effective date of this act shall, upon presentation of 

proof of such registration, be presumed to have meet 

the Oklahoma requirements and be eligible for 

registration in Oklahoma. 

5.  Registered Environmental Laboratory Technologist. 

a. To practice as a Registered Environmental Laboratory 

Technologist, a person must satisfy the following 

requirements: 

(1) a Bachelor of Science degree, or 

(2) an Associate of Arts degree in chemistry or 

biology plus four (4) consecutive years of 

performing laboratory analysis, and 

(3) two (2) consecutive years of laboratory work 

experience conducting research and/or analysis of 

environmental contaminants, including experience 

in the use of wet chemistry, gas chromatography 

and mass spectroscopy, and 
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(4) an examination containing one hundred fifty (150) 

multiple choice and essay questions covering the 

following topics:  Good laboratory practice 

involving gases, solids and liquids from 

environmental samples; quality control; basic 

knowledge of analytical techniques; liabilities; 

evidence handling; definitions; and basic 

understanding of scientific principles. 

b. Any person duly certified as a Registered 

Environmental Laboratory Technologist with the 

National Registry of Environmental Professionals on 

the effective date of this act shall, upon 

presentation of proof of such registration, be 

presumed to have met the Oklahoma requirements and be 

eligible for registration in Oklahoma. 

SECTION 9.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2109 of Title 59, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

The application for registration as an environmental 

professional shall be on a form prescribed and furnished by the 

Board.  It shall contain statements made under oath by the 

applicant. 

The application fees shall be furnished to the Board to cover 

the costs of performing its duties and responsibilities pursuant to 

the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals Registration Act.  Should 

the Board deny the application of any applicant, the application fee 

shall be retained by the Board. 

SECTION 10.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2110 of Title 59, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  The Board shall issue to any applicant who has satisfied the 

requirements of the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals 
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Registration Act a license to practice as an environmental 

professional in one of the classifications specified by Section 8 of 

this act.  The license shall contain the full name and address of 

the applicant, shall be signed by the Chairman and Administrator of 

the Board under seal and shall designate the classification in which 

the applicant is authorized to practice. 

B.  The license shall be prima facie evidence that the person 

named therein is entitled to the rights and privileges, and subject 

to the duties and obligations, of an environmental professional, 

until such time as said license has been revoked or has expired. 

C.  The initial term of the license to be issued by the Board 

pursuant to the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals Registration 

Act shall be twelve (12) months plus the remainder of the month, if 

any, in which the license first issues.  The expiration date of the 

license shall be the last day of the twelfth full month after the 

issuance of the license.  Thereafter, each renewal license shall be 

dated the first day of a month and shall terminate on the last day 

of the twelfth month after renewal.  At least thirty (30) days prior 

to the expiration of a license or a renewal license, the 

Administrator of the Board shall notify a registrant of the date of 

expiration of said license and the amount of the fee and the 

documentation required for its renewal.  Such notice shall be mailed 

to the last-known address of the registrant. 

D.  The license fee to be charged and received by the Board for 

the licenses issued pursuant to the Oklahoma Environmental 

Professionals Registration Act shall be an initial fee of Two 

Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) per license, with annual renewal fee 

of One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00) per license. 

E.  The license of each environmental professional shall be 

posted in a conspicuous place in the environmental professional's 

place or places of business. 
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F.  A duplicate license may be issued by the Board to replace 

any license which has been lost or destroyed.  The Board shall 

establish rules and procedures for the issuance of a duplicate 

license and shall collect a fee to cover the cost thereof.  Each 

duplicate license issued pursuant hereto shall be marked 

"Duplicate". 

SECTION 11.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2111 of Title 59, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  After January 1, 1992, the following acts or omissions shall 

constitute grounds for which the disciplinary actions provided in 

subsection B of this section may be taken: 

1.  The violation of any provision of the Oklahoma Environmental 

Professionals Registration Act; 

2.  The practice of fraud or deceit in obtaining a license 

pursuant to the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals Registration 

Act; 

3.  Gross negligence, incompetence or misconduct in the practice 

as an environmental professional, including filing a report, making 

any representations or engaging in an analysis which the registrant 

knows to be false or fraudulent; 

4.  Conviction of a crime which relates to the registrant's 

practice as an environmental professional or moral turpitude; and 

5.  The practice as an environmental professional upon a 

revoked, suspended or expired license. 

B.  Upon a finding by the Board that an applicant or a 

registrant has engaged in any of the actions described in subsection 

A of this section, the Board may: 

1.  Deny an application to renew a license; 

2.  Suspend a registrant's license for a period to be determined 

at the discretion of the Board and impose any lawful conditions 

precedent to its reinstatement; and 
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3.  Revoke a registrant's license. 

SECTION 12.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2112 of Title 59, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  The Board may, upon its own motion, and shall, upon the 

verified complaint in writing of any person setting forth facts 

which, if proven, would constitute grounds for disciplinary action, 

investigate the conduct of any registrant pursuant to this section.  

The Board, before taking any disciplinary action, shall afford a 

registrant the opportunity to respond to the charges or request a 

hearing.  The Board shall notify the registrant of the charges made 

by mailing a notice thereof to the registrant at his last-known 

address.  The registrant shall thereafter have twenty (20) days 

within which to respond to the charges in writing or to request a 

hearing.  If the registrant requests a hearing, the hearing shall be 

scheduled at a time and a place to be determined by the Board, but 

in no event shall such hearing be scheduled sooner than thirty (30) 

days after the receipt by the Board of the registrant's request for 

a hearing.  Notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be 

served upon the registrant by hand-delivery or certified or 

registered mail at least fifteen (15) days prior to the hearing. 

B.  At the hearing, the registrant shall have the right to 

appear in person or by counsel or both, and shall have the right to 

cross-examine witnesses and to produce evidence and witnesses in his 

defense.  The registrant shall, upon written request to the Board at 

least ten (10) days prior to the hearing, have the right to examine 

all documents to be relied upon by the Board at the hearing and to 

be informed of the names and addresses of the witnesses scheduled to 

testify against the registrant at the hearing.  If the registrant 

fails to respond to the charges or responds but fails to request a 

hearing or requests a hearing but fails to attend, the Board may 
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proceed to review and determine the validity of the charges brought 

against the registrant. 

C.  After the hearing, the Board shall issue written findings of 

fact and conclusions of law.  If the Board finds sufficient facts to 

support the imposition of disciplinary action, it may impose any of 

the actions provided in subsection B of Section 11 of this act. 

D.  Any registrant or applicant who has been aggrieved by a 

decision of the Board may appeal therefrom in any court of competent 

jurisdiction pursuant to the rules of civil procedure. 

E.  All hearings, rulings, orders, decisions, procedures or acts 

of the Board shall be subject to the provisions of Article II of the 

Administrative Procedures Act. 

SECTION 13.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2113 of Title 59, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  A corporation shall be entitled to obtain a license to 

practice as an environmental professional in accordance with the 

provisions of the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals Registration 

Act if: 

1.  such corporation is a duly registered Oklahoma corporation 

in good standing or a foreign corporation duly registered and in 

good standing in the state of its incorporation and authorized to do 

business in Oklahoma; and 

2.  at least one of its corporate officers is designated by said 

corporation as responsible for the actions of the corporation and is 

registered as an environmental professional under the Oklahoma 

Environmental Professionals Registration Act. 

B.  All officers, directors and employees of the corporation who 

practice as an environmental professional shall be registered under 

the provisions of the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals 

Registration Act. 
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C.  Any corporation desiring to be registered under the 

provisions of the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals Registration 

Act shall provide the Board with the names and addresses of its 

officers and directors and of all persons who will be practicing as 

environmental professionals on behalf of the corporation.  The Board 

may establish a separate application form and application fee for a 

corporation. 

D.  The license of a corporation may be suspended or revoked if 

any of its officers, directors or employees has engaged in the 

conduct proscribed by subsection A of Section 11 of this act.  It 

shall not be a defense to any disciplinary action brought against a 

registrant that at the time of the proscribed conduct, he was acting 

in his capacity as an officer, director or employee of a corporation 

registered under the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals 

Registration Act. 

SECTION 14.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2114 of Title 59, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

After January 1, 1992, it shall be unlawful for any person to 

practice as an environmental professional, as defined in the 

provisions of the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals Registration 

Act, or to use in connection with his name, or otherwise assume or 

advertise, any title or description tending to convey the impression 

that he is an environmental professional, unless such person has 

been duly registered under the provisions of the Oklahoma 

Environmental Professionals Registration Act. 

SECTION 15.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2115 of Title 59, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

The Board may deny renewal of an application for a license, or 

revoke or suspend a license or impose an administrative penalty not 

to exceed Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) or a fine not to exceed 
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Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) per day for each violation of any 

provision of the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals Registration 

Act or for any of the following reasons: 

1.  Unsatisfactory proof of fitness of the applicant in any 

application for any license under the provisions of the Oklahoma 

Environmental Professionals Registration Act; 

2.  For any material misstatement made by an applicant in any 

application for any license under the provisions of the Oklahoma 

Environmental Professionals Registration Act; 

3.  For any failure to comply with any provision of the Oklahoma 

Environmental Professionals Registration Act or any rule or 

regulation adopted and promulgated by the Board under authority 

vested in it by the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals 

Registration Act; 

4.  A change of condition after license exists resulting in 

failure to maintain the qualifications for license; 

5.  Use of any false or misleading advertising in connection 

with his business as an environmental professional; 

6.  Commission of any unlawful act which resulted in the 

revocation of any similar license in any other state; 

7.  Conviction of a crime involving moral turpitude; 

8.  Commission of a fraudulent act or has misrepresented the 

terms and conditions under which services would be provided as an 

environmental professional; or 

9.  Failure to meet or maintain the conditions and requirements 

necessary to qualify for the issuance of a license. 

SECTION 16.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2116 of Title 59, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

The Board is hereby authorized, without costs, bond or deposit, 

to institute injunctive actions in courts of competent jurisdiction, 

in the name of the State of Oklahoma on the relation of said Board, 
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to enforce the provisions of the Oklahoma Environmental 

Professionals Registration Act.  Any licensee or other person who 

violates or threatens to violate any provision of the Oklahoma 

Environmental Professionals Registration Act or any rule or 

regulation thereunder or order of the Board may be enjoined from so 

doing. 

SECTION 17.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2117 of Title 59, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

Any action brought to recover any damages that may be caused by 

an environmental professional licensed pursuant to the Oklahoma 

Environmental Professionals Registration Act may be brought in the 

county where the damages are sustained or in which said licensee is 

located.  In addition to damages, any claimant shall be entitled to 

sue for and have injunctive relief against the threatened loss, 

damage or injury to his business or property because of any 

violation of the Oklahoma Environmental Professionals Registration 

Act.  The court may grant such injunctive relief, including 

temporary restraining orders as it deems just and proper, 

notwithstanding any other provisions of law, and in addition to any 

other remedy which may be afforded under any other statute of this 

state. 

SECTION 18.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2118 of Title 59, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

The Board shall, within the first year after enactment, set 

standards and rules providing for and governing mandatory continuing 

education requirements for licensed environmental professionals.  

The Board shall publish a Code of Ethics for licensed environmental 

professionals and a Code of Professional Practice.  The Board may 

adopt the Code of Professional Practice, as promulgated by the 

National Registry of Environmental Professionals or any other 
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appropriate registry, for the Oklahoma Code of Professional Practice 

for Environmental Professionals. 

SECTION 19.  This act shall become effective September 1, 1991. 

 

43-1-5579 KSM 

 
 


